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GOF Hall of Fame Grows 
 

 
The GOF’s newest member of the Hall of Fame Harry Gray 
with President Jim Lohnes 
 
This member has a long, distinguished career of 
barbershop singing and administration.  Starting in 
1983 (according to Society records) he has been an 
active participant for over 30 years.  He has served 
the chapter in a variety of functional areas, at both the 
board and operational areas, and has gone on to be an 
integral part of the district operations for 15 years, 
serving as a Board Member at Large and District 
Vice President.   
I have had the pleasure of working with our honouree 
during this time and know the passion, skill, and 
expertise he brings to each of the roles he accepts and 
fills.  He has been responsible for introducing at least 
2 men into our Society, and has affected the lives of 
countless others as he shares our love of barbershop 
harmony in both the chorus and as a quartet member. 
His chapter newsletters have won acclaim at the 
Chapter, District and Society level, and he still works 
to ensure our events take place without great 
tribulation. 
Our recipient of the Greater Vancouver Gentlemen of 
Fortune Hall of Fame Award is baritone Harry 
Gray.    - Gerry Borden 
Barbershopper of the Year 2014 

 

 
2014 Barbershopper of the Year John Newell with GOF 
President Jim Lohnes  
 
John Newell’s musical, vocal, and social leadership 
have spawned a resurgence of energy and enthusiasm 
within the chorus.   Rehearsals are fun and the chorus 
is singing better, with two "most improved chorus" 
awards in a row.  Chorus ranks are swelling with new 
and returning singers.  We have just had the most 
successful Christmas show in years.  Many are 
making major contributions but for both choral 
achievement and fellowship, John Newell is the 
reason it's all happening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A lexophile once said, 
Rubberneck: what you do to relax her. 
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Barbershop Woman of the Year 
 

 
Dorothy Fallan – Hospitality committee member for our 
very successful Evergreen Convention.  This should be a 
given considering the tremendous amount of time and 
work.  She attended every committee meeting, helped in 
marketing, called on venders for registration items, 
prepared special “goody bags” for ladies attending the 
convention, attended to food for the judges, ran the 
afternoon lunch at the Chandos, and acted as a host 
throughout the convention.  Dorothy was the sole lady on 
the 2014 District Convention Planning Committee. Apart 
from keeping the rest of the committee, and Chairman 
Moe Jones, in line, she looked after organizing the bag 
lunches Saturday; and hospitality welcome gifts for the 
Judges and VIPS. 
 
 
Lexophilia 
When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate. 
.. A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
.. When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 
.. The batteries were given out free of charge. 
.. A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth 
and nail. .  
A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
.. When you've seen one shopping center you've seen a 
mall. 
.. Police were summoned to a daycare center where a 
three-year-old was resisting a rest. 
.. Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was 
cut off? He's all right now. 
.. A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two-tired. 
 
 

Barbershop Fellowship Award 
 

 
Sean Murch – For hooking a bunch of new guys, and 
making sure they have fun singing tags EVERY week.  
Sean obtained new members, encourages young guys to 
sing together, is very hospitable to new members, and 
establishes good PR among members and the community. 
He devised and executed innovative ways to attract new 
members and has been an unfailingly friendly host to new 
and old members alike 
 
 
Valentine’s Day 2015 – Spreading the Love 
Jim Lohnes 
 
I would like to congratulate all that participated in Singing 
Valentines. Peter Krois took on the job this year with a 
two-day event presenting new challenges.  Bill Lake and 
Viv came to the rescue by processing orders Friday and 
Saturday and co-ordinating quartets by phone. This was a 
huge help and requires a lot of organizational skills and 
patience to get the job done.  Great work Bill and Viv ! 
Much work is done by many and special thanks to Dave 
Anderson for arranging quartets and coaching. I asked 
Garrett White to contact CBC in his new position of 
Marketing VP, which resulted in a wonderful interview 
and Air time from the Itones quartet. Thanks to Chris 
Ogilvie for providing his shop and picking up supplies, 
John Van Zanten for picking up the roses, Rod 
MacLeod for printing posters and Valentine business 
cards, George Gregory for selling the most gigs and 
printing up his own fliers. John Newell for coaching and 
filling in with the Motones. Gord Ross , Gary K, Dave 
Ellis, Dorothy Fallan for assembling roses.  This is a 
wonderful event which only happens with a lot of work 
from the whole Chorus.  Thank you all! 
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Ringers 
 

 
Ringers (Jim Bates, Jim Lohnes, Peter Krois, Al Alain) 
 
The Jones Boys 
Peter Lissett 
 
We had an entirely gentle start to the two days of 
Valentines gigs with a civilized rendezvous at 9am at 
Gary’s house in darkest Coquitlam for our warm up.  
Our first gig wasn’t until 10am at an elementary 
school quite close by…well close by at Gary’s 
speeds!  By the time we had been shown the 
classroom by an ever-increasing number of staff 
members and other hangers on we had quite a large 
audience!  This was a Grade 3 class; much nudging 
and giggling among the girls.  The teacher, the true 
recipient, was soon in tears but recovered her 
composure by the end of our second song.  What a 
great start! 
We ended this first day, after a fine lunch in a pub in 
New Westminster that only Gary could have known 
about let alone have found, at Paul Peachey’s place of 
work where we sang to all the ladies on the premises.  
This was a great success, with Paul doing a great job 
singing tenor. 
 

 
Jones Boys (David Jones, Peter Lissett Gary Korstrom, Paul 
Peachey) 

 
Saturday began on a brutal note with us having to 
rendezvous at the ungodly hour of 8am.  Our first gig, 
at 8:30, was for a mother of two young children.  She 
was still in her pajamas and dressing gown; at least 
her husband was fully dressed and expecting us.  
Proceeding at Korstrom speed through the streets of 
Burnaby we made the second appointment of the day 
in the nick of time.  This one was to a mother of four.  
Now she realized why her husband had urged her to 
get up and going.  Her eyes welled up a little as her 
family looked on. 
Later that morning we had to find a soccer pitch, 
which proved to be more difficult than one would 
have thought.  After all, soccer pitches take up a fair 
amount of space!  The recipients of this Valentine 
were young ladies, a soccer team, from an 
anonymous donor, and we had to be there at half 
time.  We made it and the young ladies, aged about 
17, were most appreciative; as were some spectators.  
Dividing up the dozen roses among them all was a 
job for their captain. 
Our last performance was supposed to be at 7:30pm 
at a restaurant on East Hastings.  However, Control 
directed us to another in New Westminster in a condo 
on the quay then back to East Hastings for a 9pm 
appointment.  This last one proved to be the perfect 
ending to Valentine’s Day.  The young couple were 
at a corner table of a very small Italian restaurant, 
complete with an open bottle of wine.  They were 
both so thrilled with the whole event that we were 
almost as happy as they were as we walked back to 
the car. 
We had fourteen official gigs and a number of 
freebees thrown in as we went along at restaurants, 
where we had lunches and dinner, and care homes 
where the canny manageresses took us down halls to 
dining rooms.  Cards were left; more gigs may 
follow! 
Peter Lissett 
 

 
 
 

[Editor’s Note: 
Congratulations 
Peter on being 
elected an honorary 
Life Member of the 
West Vancouver 
Yacht Club.  Truly, a 
Son of the Sea.] 
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Dilbert ’s  Rules  of  Order:  
 
Eat	  a	  live	  toad	  the	  first	  thing	  in	  the	  morning;	  nothing	  
worse	  will	  happen	  to	  you	  (or	  the	  toad)	  the	  rest	  of	  
the	  day.	  

 
 

The Classic Tones 
 
The Classic Tones had dealt with its double bass 
section by dealing Peter Lissett to the Jones Boys for 
future considerations.  Ron Maki took over, for the 
first time doing Valentine’s as the sole bass, and gave 
the quartet a solid foundation.  The morning began on 
Delta Ave, our rehearsal location, with an aubade for 
Mary Alice Mirhady.  Then it was off to a yoga 
studio in North Vancouver, where we took off our 
shoes and sang in stocking feet for Pym Dye at the 
end of her pilates class.  It would be hard to beat 
singing while surrounded by 30 fit women after their 
workout.  Try it sometime.  Then we were off to 
Marpole, where we took my mom Katharine Mirhady 
out for lunch and sang for her at the restaurant. 
 

 
Classic Tones (Andy Holisky, Ron Maki, Laurie Dye, David 
Mirhady) 
 
Over the last few years, my wife and I got to know 
Paul Adams, who scooted around on an electric 
wheelchair, the result of type-1 diabetes.  Paul was 
the same age as I am.  He took care of his mother and 
of his employer’s bulldog, spending 90 minutes or so 
each morning in the park throwing balls for the dog 
to chase.  Then he’d deliver the dog, Manolo, to the 
dentist’s offices, where he kept the computers 
running efficiently.  Last summer Paul’s mom Joan 
had to go into a nearby care home, so we saw Paul 
and Manolo scoot by our house to visit his mom and 
the other residents of the care home.  Joan died in 
November.  Shortly afterwards Paul’s diabetes went 
out of control.  Both his legs were amputated, he 
went into a coma, and he died January 13th.  In 
Paul’s and his mom’s honour we sang at the care 
center at noon on Valentine’s Day.  The staff hadn’t 

known that Paul had passed away, and we quickly 
agreed that we’d just say that Paul had ordered the 
Valentine in his mom’s honour.  (Two different staff 
members mentioned that they worked at other care 
centers as well and that they’d like to hire the quartet 
to come back for a lengthier concert.) 
After lunch we proceeded to YVR, where we were to 
wait for a mother and daughter to emerge from the 
Aeroplan call center.   It turns out mother wasn’t 
working that day, but her niece emerged with 
colleagues and they graciously accepted the singing 
valentine and promised to pass the dozen roses along.  
A very fun couple of days, with much talk about 
expanding our repertoire. 
David Mirhady 
 
 
The iTones  
 
From the iTones perspective of valentines the event 
went off without a hitch. Our performances occurred 
on the 10th starting with an interview from CBC 
correspondent Margaret Gallagher. David Anderson 
filled in for Allen Pinvidic and did a masterful job.  It 
was interesting to hear each of our stories being 
recorded, but 3 out of 4 claimed Heart of my Heart 
was the quintessential song while the lone dissenter 
chose Let Me Call You Sweetheart. Think Margaret 
was looking for more variety.  [not Route 66? Ed.]  
We sang both songs once and Margaret bid us well 
and left us with CTV a cameraman and interviewer 
with KIWI accent. We sang Heart of My Heart twice 
with long shots and close ups and added one question 
for the interview.  
 

 
iTones (not as shown) 
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On Friday Feb 13th, I received an email from an old 
singing buddy in Toronto who stated that he saw me 
on the CTV morning news and wondered if I was in 
town. So it seems we made National headlines? My 
wife’s co-workers were asking if she was the 
Skytrain attendant in the CBC story to which I had 
related an old valentine’s story. A wonderful 
experience from an otherwise different experience. 
 
For the iTones, Doug Walton, Mac Matheson, David 
Anderson 
Rick Morrison 
  
 
Fossil Fuel  
 
Fossil Fuel sang for this young mother and daughter 
at home in Vancouver on Friday Feb. 13.  Both 
squealed with surprise and delight when we arrived 
and they realized their hubby/dad had arranged the 
singing valentine, and againwhen they heard the 
harmonies of "Let Me Call You Sweetheart" and 
"Valentine."  From apartments in the west end to a 
drama teacher at Lord Byng High School to a 7 year 
old girl at a South Burnaby school, Fossil Fuel 
had a wonderful day, confident we left many hearts 
singing! 
David Anderson 
 

 
Fossil Fuel (Bill Martin, George Gregory, David Ellis, David 
Anderson) 
 
Thank you 10,000 times to all of you who put my big 
effort into St.VD this year [ed. note VD (old-
fashioned) = STD]  It is always a mug's game to 
single out individuals for thanks.  Let us not forget 
Bill's better half, Viv.  The rest of you, you know 
who you are.  Special personal thanks from me to my 

fellow Fuelers (of the Fossil variety), and David “big-
ears” Ellis (who sang in for Robb who could not get 
off work on Friday).  The singing was fabulous in 
both configurations.  I have to say that David E 
amazed me all Friday; not for one second did he let 
his diminutive size impair his unrelenting flow of 
acerbic commentary on my driving. 
George Gregory 
 
 
MoTones 
 
Motones (or Johntones) had 7 gigs on Friday and 10 
on Saturday and all were memorable in one way or 
another. From a weeping Philipino woman in one 
house to an over-the-top excited Argentinian woman 
in another. From a "very healthy" young woman at a 
Steve Nash gym to a guy in his bathrobe. From a lady 
who's first response was "not again" (her hubby had 
sent one last year) to the manager/owner of Liberty 
Distillery on Granville Island where the other three 
guys got to sample the spirits (I was the driver). From 
what looked like a disaster last Tuesday (25 
bookings) we managed to turn it around in the last 
couple of days. Huge thanks to director John and 
newcomer Garrett White (and maybe others I'm not 
aware of) for getting us fantastic media coverage on 
the last two days. Also major kudos to Bill Lake and 
his lady friend Vivian for stepping in at the 11th hour 
and handling the phones for two very busy days. 
Most memorable reaction MoTones had was: "Oh, 
not again!" 
 

 
Johntones (Gord Ross, John Newell, Clarence Stad, Ed Arnold) 
 
It was the first time I'd sung with a dog on my feet. 
We were even asked to sing in Starbucks when we 
were getting a coffee. People inquired about our 
outfits, were enchanted by what we were doing, and 
demanded we sing. Even the manager came out and 
thanked us. 
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Momentum (John, Eric, Paul, and Mike) 

 
………………………………………………………. 
George Carlin-isms 
If athletes get athlete’s foot, do astronauts get mistletoe? 
 

 
2015 Chapter Leadership  
President 
Jim Lohnes 604-467-3507 jimlohnes@telus.net 
VP Music & Performance 
Malcolm Matheson  604-945-7522 
mac@kitchenideacentre.com 
VP Chapter Development 
Aslam Nathoo 604-649-5809 aslam@13thfloor.com 
VP PR & Marketing 
Garrett White 416-220-9925 g_white@live.ca 
Secretary 
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 dmirhady@sfu.ca 
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 43richclark@gmail.com 
Assistant Treasurer 
Gary Korstrom 604-273-2266 glkorstrom23@hotmail.com 
Past President 
George Gregory 604-879-george@gregorylaw.ca 
Board Members-at-Large 
Carl Gung 604-594-7147  cgung@telus.net 
Peter Krois 604-888-4106  pkrois@telus.net 
Rod MacLeod 604-209-5954  macleodrd@shaw.ca 
Musical Director 
John Newell 604-942-5367 newelljs@gmail.com 
Associate Director 
Gerry Borden 604-850-0789 gborden@uniserve.com 
Sing Canada Harmony Liaison 
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 dmirhady@sfu.ca  

Chapter Chorus Contact  
Jim Bates 604-619-8660 jstbates@telus.net 
Chapter Sunshine Chairman  
David Ellis 604-872-3500 dfearch@gmail.com 
 
 
          

 
GOF @ 2014 Evergreen District Convention 
 
 
Rubberneck 
What you do to relax your wife. 

 
Harmony College Northwest 
 
Over 300 barbershoppers of all genders and ages gather in 
Tacoma the 3rd weekend in June for outstanding 
instruction, great food, and wonderful fellowship.  Be 
there !  See harmonycollege.org 
 
Deadline for the next issue is March 28, 2015  
 
CALENDAR 
 
2015 
Jan 6-11  (New Orleans, LA) BHS Midwinter 

Convention 
Jan 31 Regional Leadership Academy, 

Federal Way 
Feb 13-14 Valentine’s Blitz 
March 27-28 Division 1 Convention, Bellingham 
June 19-21 Harmony College NW, Tacoma 
Jun 28-July 5 International Pittsburgh 
July 26-Aug 2 Harmony U, Nashville, TN 

 
 

The last word 
“He has van Gogh’s ear for music.” Billy Wilder

 


