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District Convention in Boise  

 
By Harry Gray 

As I met with Rich Clark, Ray LaSota and Paul 

Peachey at YVR on Friday morning in the dense fog, I 
wondered what the weather was like in Boise; but above 
the SeaTac fog it was sunshine all the way. 
 

To celebrate the BHS 75th anniversary, Evergreen 
District 65th and the City of Boise 150th, the Boise 

Chordsmen put together a great Convention with many 
new ideas for more fun and singing. These included the 
Harmony Platoon (see next article), tag singing in the 
auditorium and lunch by the river. Unfortunately a 
conflicting BSU Homecoming game affected audience 
attendance and a proposed Flash Sing. 
 

Once through the 
registration queue on 
Friday Rich and I 
grabbed a Subway to 
eat at intermission 
and caught the theatre 
shuttle for the early 
quartet semi-finals 
start. The Morrison 

Center Auditorium is a magnificent venue with excellent 
acoustics and seating. There was some fine singing and 
our own Tripledee-Queue (Bill Martin, Ezra Parker, 

George Gregory, David Anderson) were well received. 
However, with 29 quartets competing, 5 hours proved 
too much for me so I missed the last few quartets. 

 

Saturday morning found us anxious for breakfast at the 
understaffed hotel restaurant. Fortunately the GoF didn’t 
have to meet for warm up until 9.30am when Gerry 

Borden led us out on the terrace in the crisp sunshine. 
From there to hotel warm up room, shuttle bus to venue, 
and the SAI guided tour through rooms leading to 
onstage. Gerry had us well primed and our stalwart 
group of 23 came off stage feeling good. We did not 
have great expectations, but any hopes of a small chorus 
award were dashed as we watched North West Vocal 

Project get their photo taken – they only had 22 men! 
Taro Whittier sang with NVP and us and did a real 
quick uniform change in the wings. 
 

 
          District Chorus Champs Salem Senate-Aires 

Singing third last we only saw 2 out of 15 choruses. 
However, Boise Chordsmen with 60 men sang well, 
followed by the Salem Senate-Aires who got a 
standing-O (and came first). Dressed as monks, and 
singing two medleys, they were very entertaining 
finishing up with stomping Tom Metzger to death so 
the other Via Voice members could enter as angels to 
sing and carry him off. Northwest Vocal Project came 
2nd with Bellevue Northwest Sound 3rd – all three 
scored over 80% with just 5 points between them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Convention photos by Don Ferguson (Fergie) 
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Lunch by the river and then evals and coaching by the 
judges. Just time to get back to change and relax, then 
have supper with Rich Clark, Carl Gung and Jim Bates 
in a pub & grill. We walked to the theatre as the bus 
queue was long. Quartet Finals were excellent with a 
few standing-O’s. Via Voice were tops at 85.5%, 
followed by Madison Park 79.7%, 4.0 76.7% and 
Momma’s Boys 76.1%. The Show of Champions, in 
addition to the usual performers, had a special finale 
where Via Voice combined with 4.0 and Momma’s 

Boys, the other Evergreen Quartets who competed at 
Toronto International, to sing an 8 part arrangement of 
Scarborough Fair. Wonderful. 
 

 
 District Quartet Champs Via Voice 

Doug Broersma, Joseph Livesey, Tom and Mark Metzger 
 

It was a long day rounded out by a walk back to the 
hotel, the QCED Afterglow (where more quartets and 
choruses sang) and our hospitality room hosted by Jim 

Bates. I quit by 1.30am but I heard chords ringing (?) in 
the hall much later than that. Sunday breakfast was more 
relaxing, followed by an uneventful flight back to foggy 
Vancouver via Seattle.  

Harmony Platoon: A Great 
Quartetting Experience 
By David Mirhady 

How do you get more than 6 minutes of singing out of 
travel to District? How do you get 24 hours of intense 
quartetting experience with as many as 20 different guys 
from across the District? The answer is Harmony 

Platoon. I participated for the first time in Boise. After 
sending in $20 in May and receiving sheet music and 
learning tracks for four (moderately difficult) songs (if 
you must know: Paper Moon, Memphis Blues, Fire Fly, 

To Miss New Orleans), I arrived in Boise a day early and 
started singing shortly after 2 PM Thursday.  The no 5th 
wheel rule was gently applied at first, but as more people 
arrived every conceivable corner of the 2nd floor of the 
Grove hotel was ringing chords. Foursomes only. 
 

At 7 PM proceedings began formally. Once through all 4 
songs as a chorus, and then a random draw to match up 
quartets, each of which was assigned a song. We 

competed at 9 PM. The winning quartet was suitably 
honoured, and got to stay together the next round. The 
draw for round 2 was at 9 AM Friday, the contest at 11.  
This time we found out which song only a moment 
before singing it. The process was repeated for the last 
round, with its competition at 2 PM. Because of the 
usual shortage of tenors, I actually competed in five 
different quartets. 
 

Yes, the winning quartet was the mic-tester for the 
District quartet competition. No, I wasn’t in the winning 
quartet. But I won a lot, including a tremendous 
experience that got me over a lot of my inhibitions about 

quartet singing. I’d recommend it to anyone. [Editor’s 
note: The Harmony Platoon chorus (below) sang after 
the chorus contest while the judges totalled the scores.]  

 
 

2013 Chapter Officers   
President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
David Anderson 604-882-1021 
drdkanderson@shaw.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Carl Gung  604-594-7147 
cgung@telus.net  
VP Communications & Promotion 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net  
Secretary 
Paul Peachey    604-814-2489 
wpapeachey@gmail.com  
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 
43richclark@gmail.com  
Past President 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 
43richclark@gmail.com  
Board Members-at-Large 
Ray La Sota      604-596-3378 
interlude@telus.net  
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca  
Musical Director 
Gerry Borden 1-604-850-0789 
gborden@uniserve.com  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca 
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2014 Chapter Board of Directors 
In accordance with the Barbershop Harmony Society’s 
guidelines, the election of the new Board of Directors 
took place on Tuesday, October 22nd, 2013.  The 
nominating committee of Rich Clark and Peter Lissett 
had presented the following nominations prior to the 
meeting:- 
 

President -                Bert Paquet 
VP Music and Performance -    Pierre Carignan 
VP Chapter Development -       Sean Murch 
VP PR and Marketing -             Jim Lohnes 

Treasurer -           Rich Clark 
Secretary -                  David Mirhady 
Members-at-Large -                  Peter Krois 
                                                  Carl Gung 

    Rod MacLeod  
 

With no other nominations the 
gentlemen were elected by 
acclamation. George Gregory 
serves as Past President. 
Congratulations and thanks to the 
new board members with best 
wishes for a successful year.  

     Bert Paquet 

       
  Rod MacLeod          Carl Gung          Pierre Carignan 

     
  David Mirhady         Sean Murch             Peter Krois 

     
     Jim Lohnes               Rich Clark           George Gregory   

The Road to Boise 
By Peter Lissett 

It was 8:15am on Thursday 17th October as Gary 

Korstrom guided his Honda across the Port Mann 
Bridge, his car loaded down with some of the North 
Shore contingent, Don Giles, David Jones and me. This 
made us a quartet of two basses, a baritone and a lead. 
For the record, ‘Happy Holidays’ was rehearsed 
frequently all the way down. 
 

Visibility wasn’t the greatest so we elected to cross the 
border at Aldergrove where the sun appeared and we 
had nothing but clear skies for the remainder of the trip. 
The border involved a five minute wait, but coffee was 
an urgent requirement so we detoured down the leafy, 
sleepy lanes to downtown Lynden where we found an 
old fashioned bakery/coffee shop.  
 

We wound our way back to the highway and rolled due 
south down I-5 and I-405 and then branched left onto the 
I-90 towards Spokane. Don and David passed the time 
with eyes shut and mouths open, waking up to inform 
the front row that it was getting on for lunch time so we 
pulled off at Cle Elum and sampled a fast food chain’s 
offerings. It was decided unanimously not to repeat the 
experience. Drippings from the ice cream cones Gary 
had treated us to found their way onto Don’s nice jacket. 
Oops! I was in trouble. 
 

Don took over the 
driving with David 
riding shotgun while 
Gary and I in the back 
seat managed to drop off 
quite nicely. After some 
time, Gary reckoned we 
should take an exit off 
the freeway, and have a 
walk to stretch our legs. 

Thus we found the metropolis of Benton City which 
must have a population of at least 500. However, there 
didn’t seem anywhere to walk so we returned to the 
main street, filled the gas tank and made use of the 
limited facilities at the service station. Still needing 
some exercise, we visited a store offering all kinds of 
apples & pears, etc. There were a number of ladies there 
and somehow we got into conversation with them. I 
think it must have been our accents and, once they heard 
we were part of a barbershop chorus, they had to have us 
sing. They were so thrilled that two ladies running the 
store rushed out with their cameras asking us to pose, 
adding that they would be there all weekend if we 
wanted to drop in on the way home.  
 

Still in need of a diversion, we sidetracked to a winery 
for a little tasting and bought a case at a real bargain. 
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Then on to Pendleton where we found a motel and a 
great place for dinner. A family was dining not too far 
from us and were being served dessert a cake with 
candles lit. Within a blink of an eye, David was there 
asking if they would like us to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to 
the birthday boy. It turned out to be the Dad though. 

Well, everyone in the 
restaurant certainly 
appreciated our 
performance! The next 
morning we got into 
conversation with some 
other guests while 
enjoying our 
‘continental’ breakfast. 
You guessed it! We had 

to sing a song for them. 
 

Our next diversion took us to Baker City - 10,000 souls 
apparently and pretty old. We found this coffee shop in a 
vintage building on the main street. The room was large 
with very high ceilings. While we were deciding where 
to sit, the regulars there asked where we were from. It 
didn’t take a moment before we were discussing just 
about everything under the sun…yup, we had to sing 
again! The owner’s wife was so impressed that she came 
out with little carrot cakes, topped generously with icing, 
just for us. 
 

 
 

After a walk around town we climbed back into the car 
and rolled on to Boise. Barbershop road trips are a blast!  
Maybe somebody (a baritone) should remember to bring 
their pitch pipe next time. 
 

Groaners:Groaners:Groaners:Groaners:    
A teddy bear is working on a building site. He goes 
for a tea break and when he returns he notices his 
pick has been stolen. The bear is angry and reports 
the theft to the foreman. The foreman grins at the 
bear and says: “Oh, I forgot to tell you, today’s the 
day the teddy bears have their pick nicked.” 
 

George CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge Carlin----ismsismsismsisms    
If you can’t drink and drive, why do bars have parking 
lots? 

 
  

Obituary 

Martin, (Wilf) Wilfred James  
      1936 – 2013 

 

Wilf Martin passed away on 
September 12, 2013 at the age of 77 
after a courageous battle with 
Leukemia. He is survived by his wife 
Sylvia, children Will (Kelly), Carolyn 
(Lawrence Pauls), David (Patti), Daryl 
(Sharlene) and 11 grandchildren. 
 

A Celebration of his Life was held at South Side Baptist 
Church in Port Coquitlam where the GoF sang the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Irish Blessing. Two of Wilf’s 
other choirs also sang. Wilf loved to sing with the chorus 
and, when Antique Gold visited him at Eagle Ridge 
Hospital, David Anderson said: “he sang the baritone 
part to a complex arrangement the chorus had just 
learned when he fell ill and had to withdraw. It had been 
several months, but he sang it accurately in the quartet 
the first time through, although he was accustomed to 
the chorus setting with others supporting him on his 
part. He had obviously learned that part superbly a year 
earlier and still knew it without needing to be reminded.” 

Memories of Wilf 
By Charlie Metzger 

Wilf was a quiet man while he was 
among us and few of us knew him 
very well. He joined the Gospel 
Chorus and we sang at his church, the 
one where the funeral service was 
held. If you ever had a chance to sing 
with him you found that he had a 

sweet baritone with a lovely tone and good tuning. He 
always knew his music well. He had sung with his 
family and his father, the preacher, had shaped him and 
all his siblings into singers and players of musical 
instruments. They sang in harmony as a family. 
 

Wilf was a fellow who was pleased to know quite a lot 
about  many things: the natural world of flora and fauna, 
rocks and minerals, stars and planets, and the geology of 
the countryside. He could identify birds by their calls 
and he knew the ways of the fish and wildlife of the area. 
He had an enquiring mind and an insatiable curiosity. He 
was an artist too, and his love of animals is beautifully 
shown in his wood carvings of killer whales, bears, wolf, 
eagle, salmon and many others. He carved a beautiful 
duck for one of our silent auctions. I don't know who 
purchased it, but it was a bargain! 
 

Wilf was deeply loved by his large family, even though 
their opinion of him allowed that he was sometimes hard 
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to get along with. We didn't see that side of him much. 
They spoke endearingly of him, his acceptance, and his 
love. He wrote three poems in the week before his death, 
and they demonstrated his love as well as his skill. 
 

His poetry also spoke eloquently of his love of God and 
his Lord, Jesus Christ. His faith had been his guide 
through life, and he had lived a life of love and service to 
those around him. He knew that heaven was his home 
and he sought the solace and freedom from pain that he 
would enjoy in the presence of his Lord, welcoming his 
loved ones when they came to join him. 
 

God speed, Wilf. It was a blessing to know you and to 
share your love of music among us and with us. I bet 
your voice is welcome where you are and your body and 
voice even more able to sing God's praises. 

Happenings & Reminders 
 

Christmas Singouts-50/50Shows 
The chorus has committed to three dates (so far) for 
Christmas 50/50 shows and concerts (see “Calendar”).  
1. Fleetwood Community Centre, 15996 – 84th Ave., 
Surrey, Saturday November 16, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
2. Coquitlam City Hall, 1207 Pinetree Way, Coquitlam, 
Saturday November 23, two sets at 2:20 to 2:50 and 
3:40 to 4:10 p.m. 
3. Lougheed Mall, Sunday, December 8, 2:00 p.m. 
Please ensure that you have indicated your attendance 
(or not) on groupanizer. 
 

Chorus Director Search 
The Gentlemen of Fortune Barbershop Harmony Chorus 
is actively interviewing candidates for the position of 
"Chorus Director".  Visit our website www.gof.bc.ca   
Interested applicants please contact  laurie@dye.ca  
 

Pre-Contest Coaching 
Following the September Retreat the interim Director 
Gerry Borden got the chorus focussed on preparation 
for Boise. The chorus also benefited greatly from 
coaching by John Newell during the last 3 rehearsals. 
 

Member Survey 
A detailed member survey was undertaken online using 
a program set up by David Mirhady. The 14 questions 
posed also provided opportunity for member comments 
and suggestions. Over 40 responses were received. 
Music VP David Anderson collated the results which 
were circulated to all members. Here is his summary: 
 

-GOF should require higher standards than before the 

recording regimen:  88% 

-Agree to learn & qualify 5-8 new songs/year: 100% 

   

-Support attendance requirements (varying 

enthusiasm, much discussion):   90% 

-Agree qualifying songs is necessary but would like the 

system refined further:   70% 

 (28 answered this question; 12 skipped it) 

-Chorus should NOT put on a Christmas show this          

year 65% (28/40 said no. 10 said yes; 4 abstained)  

-Level of interest in quartetting is “high” 60%   

 (24/40. 12 “willing,” 2 “just Valentine’s)   

-Willing to serve in some administrative capacity: 

       at least 50% 

-Average weekly time willing to devote to: 

     Practising music:    3 hours 

     Administrative chorus work:  2 hours 

    Improving own voice:   3 hours 

-Have suggestions to improve the chorus:  27 of 40 

respondents. 68%. Many highly varied suggestions.   
 

Modern ThoughtsModern ThoughtsModern ThoughtsModern Thoughts    
““““Having money doesnHaving money doesnHaving money doesnHaving money doesn’’’’t make you happier. t make you happier. t make you happier. t make you happier. I have I have I have I have 
50 million dollars but I50 million dollars but I50 million dollars but I50 million dollars but I’’’’m just as happy as when I m just as happy as when I m just as happy as when I m just as happy as when I 

had 48 millionhad 48 millionhad 48 millionhad 48 million.”.”.”.” – Arnold Schwarzenegger   

 

Deadline for the next issue is December 17, 2013  
 

CALENDAR 
 

2013  

Nov 16 50/50 Show Fleetwood Surrey 
Nov 23 Singouts (2) Coquitlam City Hall 
Dec 8 Singout Lougheed Mall, Burnaby 
 

2014 

Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day 

April 4-5 Prelims & Div I Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
June 20-22 HCNW Tacoma, WA 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Aug 29-31 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 5-7 Retreat? 

Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 

Internationals 

2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2016 Nashville, Tennessee 
2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2018 Orlando, Florida 
2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 


