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Squamish Retreat 
By David Mirhady 

The first weekend of September has long found the GOF 
enjoying the paradise of Paradise Valley and the North 
Vancouver Outdoor School. This year may have been 
the last, but it went out with a blast under the superb 
coaching of “mood dude” Roger Stanfield, a river full 
of procreating salmon, and a wedding party crisscrossing 
our paths. 
 

Dr. Ron Maki and Professor David (yours truly) 
blazed a trail for the 4000 cyclists of the Vancouver to 
Whistler Granfondo the next day with an inaugural 
(well, for me anyway) Granfortuno of two cyclists on 
Friday afternoon while a dozen or so Gentlemen spoiled 
their walk about the golf links. Their destination and 
ours was the same, however, the pub. 

 

Our Friday evening introduced us to our coach, Roger, 
from “Minnesota” (to be spoken with a Norwegian 
accent), and his visions of “puppies” and, when 
necessary, lechery. (Think “spread eagle”.) Though not 
quite in the same style as Garrison Keilor, Roger 
inspired us with stories and encouraged us collectively 
and, at times, individually to express our songs through 

visual and physical presentation to complement our 
singing. 
 

The new management of the camp whetted our appetites 
several times by delaying our meals half an hour. No 
matter. The company was enjoyable and the food 
delicious. 
 

By Saturday afternoon it was clear that our three 
possible contest songs were narrowing to two and the 
chorus found a new appreciation for the meaning of 
Frim Fram Sauce. The basses and baritones locked the 
tenors and leads in a contest of expressiveness. Or was it 
really a contest? 
 

No fewer than four guitars (maybe five) supported the 
Saturday evening campfire singsong, which went on 
until midnight, at which point President George 
Gregory, full of, er, spirit, took over the festivities of the 
wedding party. Several gentlemen were heard to exclaim 
in song as bridesmaid “Chelsea (Lou)” passed by, but 
their feet, alas, were stuck to the ground. 
 

There was no need for “puppies” Sunday morning as our 
audience provided the delight of two very real and active 
toddlers. Our newly honed expressive skills made our 
singing that much more enjoyable.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Retreat 2013 – NVOS 
By Paul Peachey 

The GoF held its annual Retreat at the North Vancouver 
Outdoor School north of Squamish over the weekend of 
September 6-8th. The usual golf game on the Friday 
afternoon (en route) and the “last Supper” at White Spot, 
attended by several, paved the way for an intense 
weekend of singing and bonding. 
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Guest coach, Roger Stanfield, Performance Judge from 
Minnesota, immediately made his mark with us and 
seemed to really, along with Charlie, start to draw that 
hitherto well hidden emotion and passion that we seem 
quite adept at concealing….I don’t think I will ever see 
“puppies” in the same light again.  

 
Charlie Metzger, Roger Stanfield, David Anderson 
 

Warmup on Friday night session left no doubt that this 
was going to be a singing revelation. Saturday was long 
and intense…we worked our collective tails off, and I 
think the results were really starting to show.  
 

Concentrating on just the singing, I do not believe I had 
ever heard the chorus sound like that before, AND we 
were all emoting and moving as a group….absolute 
delight to have experienced that. 
 

Sunday saw the wrap up with the performance for the 
staff and some members of the wedding party who 
shared the facilities with us over the weekend. I believe 
they enjoyed our show very much. On that note, we left 
on the homeward trek sadly noting that an era has come 
to an end…will likely be our last Retreat at the NVOS. 
 

 
 

By Moe Jones – Convention General Chairman 

The planning for our convention is half way there!                                                                                                  
The following is an outline of progress to date. 
 

Already booked: 
 Chandos Pattison Auditorium 
 Sheraton Vancouver Guildford Hotel (HQ) 
 Coast Surrey Guildford Hotel 
 Holiday Inn Express & Suites Surrey 
 Shuttle Buses 
 Major sponsor, TD and TD Wealth 
 

Promotion for Boise: 
 Insert flyer in the registrant’s envelope 

 Place full page ad (free) in the program 
 Write messages for the MC’s 
 Have a presence at the Boise registration desk 
 Present at the District Board meeting 
 

Other Planning Details: 
Our convention website is www.evgdistrict2014 
thanks to Dave Whittier. 
PayPal has been activated in conjunction with 
registration and our bank account. 
A draft registration form and letter of 
instructions is ready to be presented to the EVG 
District Board for acceptance. 

 

The next meeting will be in January 2014 where we will 
get down to the further details, such as judges’ 
arrangements, catering, promotion and hospitality, 
Divisional Conventions, call for competitors, MC’s, call 
for volunteers, review of venues and hotels, etc.  
 

2013 Chapter Officers   
President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
David Anderson 604-882-1021 
drdkanderson@shaw.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Carl Gung  604-594-7147 
cgung@telus.net  
VP Communications & Promotion 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net  
Secretary 
Paul Peachey    604-814-2489 
wpapeachey@gmail.com  
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 
43richclark@gmail.com  
Past President 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 
43richclark@gmail.com  
Board Members-at-Large 
Ray La Sota      604-596-3378 
interlude@telus.net  
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca  
Musical Director 
Gerry Borden 1-604-850-0789 
gborden@uniserve.com  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca 
       

Paraprosdokians…Unusual wisdom 
“Light travels faster than sound. This is why 
some people appear bright until you hear them 
speak.”   
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Jim Bates @ Harmony U 
Sunday morning early: Gerry Borden & I arise early for 
our 7am flight from Bellingham to Kansas City. After 2 
connections, arrive in Kansas and wait for the shuttle bus 
to Missouri Western U. Met up with a gentleman from 
Philly (I think) and had a good chat. He was a first timer 
also taking the Director’s track. In the bus we circled the 
3 terminals at least three times picking up more students.  

 

Arrive at the University approx 5pm 
where we got our class schedules and 
room assignments (mine was missed 
so I had to go ask at the main office 
where I was staying).  
 

All first timers were given a coloured 
ribbon to wear, mine was Green. Unpacked and went for 
a quick bite to eat (having not eaten since 8am Pacific 
time). All moved on mass to the First General Session. 
Were introduced to Harmony University staff and given 
a general run down on what was to happen for the week. 
 

All the first timers (Red Chorus, Blue Chorus, Green 
Chorus) were to put on a small performance for all the 
attendees on the Thursday night. Somehow the Dean 
(Mike O’Neill the Bass of Lunch Break) messed up 
and didn’t have the first timer’s colours correct. He kept 
on calling for the Yellow Chorus and we kept calling 
back Green. More on what this was about at a later date.  
Had an early night as it was to be a long day ahead. 
 

Arose 7am for breakfast, then General Session at 8:45. 
Off to first class at 10 with Cindy Hansen: “Making 
Music Come To Life” (more about this at a later date). I 
was excited. Then lunch time. 
 

Next class: “Vocal Techniques” with Grimmer (Lead of 
Round Midnight). Next class: “Coaching 1” with Gary 
Plagg. Learned some great techniques about coaching. 
Next class: with Cindy again “Back to the New Basics” 
learned some more great things (More later again). 
 

Dinner time. Food was okay?? 
Last session of my first night was “Coaching Under 
Glass”: had a great privilege watching and listening to 
our own Marty Lovick coach Ringmasters. Boy oh boy 
was it amazing. Off for Ice cream and late night tags. 
 

This was some of what I went through down there. If 
you have never been, or have ever thought of attending 
Harmony University, I highly recommend you go. You 
will be in for the greatest time in your Barbershop lives 
that you can imagine. I will expand on what I actually 
learned that will help us out in our visual presentations 
in the next few Fortune Tellers. 
 

Jim Bates (still high from that week)     

Executive Board Meeting 
By Paul Peachey 

A joint BoD/MLT meeting took 
place at the ABC Country 
Restaurant on July 29th, 2013. 
Presided over by the Chapter 
President, George Gregory, he 
determined that a quorum was 
present.  
 

The first order of business was to appoint Rich Clark as 
a Director, to replace Harry Gray who had stepped 
down from that position (motion approved).The motion 
to accept the 2012 Financial Statements was tabled 
pending further clarification by the drafter, Moe Jones, 
due to some confusion over a couple of the entries. This 
clarification took place the following evening at 
rehearsal when the GoF AGM took place (statements 
read by Moe Jones to the membership). 
 

In order to maximize attendance at Retreat, discussion 
and then a motion (approved) was made that, first the 
Chorus would attend the Retreat at the NVOS, and that 
attending members would be fully subsidized. It was 
also discussed that we would ask the membership to 
“donate” what they would be able to, to assist in 
defraying the costs. 
 

Other topics of discussion included: 
- Getting more involved with High School Music 
Programs  
- More performances to increase/generate revenue for 
the chorus 
- Improve and stabilize the chorus finances; possible 
sponsorships 
- May have a “concert series”, so it will be known in 
advance where/when we will be performing 
 

Reports by: 
Peter Krois - VP Marketing and Public Relations 
Music Leadership Team - Comments from members 
on new learning methodology 
Proposed GoF Web Site Changes - Peter Krois and 
Pierre Carignan to coordinate between them setting up 
a professional brochure and web site 
- Suggested that Aslam be asked about assuming the 
Site Administrator. 
 

Modern ThoughtsModern ThoughtsModern ThoughtsModern Thoughts    
““““As I hurtled through space, one thought kept As I hurtled through space, one thought kept As I hurtled through space, one thought kept As I hurtled through space, one thought kept 
crossing my mind crossing my mind crossing my mind crossing my mind –––– every  every  every  every part of this rocket was part of this rocket was part of this rocket was part of this rocket was 

supplied by the lowest biddersupplied by the lowest biddersupplied by the lowest biddersupplied by the lowest bidder.”.”.”.” – John Glenn   
 

 



 4 

Sing Canada Harmony Awards 
Scholarships                
Sing Canada Harmony has just completed its third 
quarter awards for 2013.  Ten awards totalling over 
$13,000 were approved and distributed to students 
studying music education / choral conducting, chapters 
offering music workshops, and youth involved in 
community choirs.   
 

Awards were given to chapters of the BHS, SAI and 
Harmony, Inc.; while university students received 
support for their studies in music degree programs.  
Also, Sing Canada Harmony was pleased to assist 

students enrolled in the Young Singers of 
Canada program in Ontario.   
 

Sing Canada Harmony believes in building a 
future of choral music in our schools and 
communities and provides funds to support 
and assist individuals and organizations to 
further that cause. Approx 80% - 90% of tax 
deductible funds received is awarded in the 
following year. Scholarship applications can 

be received throughout the year, with awards being 
offered quarterly (March, June, September, December).   
 

To help Sing Canada Harmony keep the music in our 
communities, please visit http://singcanadaharmony.ca/.  
You can play a vital role in making the music happen in 
our schools and communities and supporting those "who 
will sing tomorrow.” 

2013 Annual General Meeting 
The Greater Vancouver Chapter Annual General 
Meeting was held on Tuesday July 30, 2013 during the 
regular Chapter Rehearsal. President George Gregory 
presided and established that a quorum was present. 
 

The 2012 Financial Statements were presented by Moe 
Jones on behalf of the Treasurer and were accepted by 
motion. The President advised that: the Chorus will 
attend Retreat and members will be fully subsidized by 
the Chorus; the decision has been made by the Board 
that the GoF will be attending District in Boise Idaho. 

Happenings & Reminders 
Board Member Changes  
Recent events have resulted in a number of changes in 
the Chapter Board of Directors. Harry Gray & Arthur 
Sanderson have resigned their positions, and Rich 
Clark & Carl Gung have stepped in; Shanti Ghose & 
Dennis Burich are on lengthy medical leave and are 
replaced by David Mirhady & Rich Clark. (see page 2: 
Chapter Officers List.) 

Musical Director Resigns 
At the Annual Retreat, following a meeting of the Music 
Leadership Team and Board of Directors, Charlie 
Metzger resigned from the position of Musical Director 
of the GoF Chorus. His frustration with members’ lack 
of commitment to learning their music was the main 
cause. He asked to be relieved of the responsibility of 
taking the chorus to District in Boise. 
 

Gerry Borden has stepped in for the interim while a 
search is undertaken for a new Musical Director. The 
members are being surveyed to ascertain what direction 
they wish the chorus to go for the future. 
 

2013 District Convention in Boise, Idaho 
The Boise Chordsmen are hosting the District Contests 
and Convention October 18-19. Information is on-line at 
www.boisechordsmen.com/2013info.htm. All Events 
Registration is US$75, from October 2nd it is US$95. 
On-line/phone registration is through Brown Paper 
Tickets. The Grove is the HQ Hotel and BBS discount 
rate for all 6 downtown hotels is only available 
through Global Travel    SALLIL@globaltrav.com  
1-208-387-1001, ext. 2215   1-800-584-8888 
 

Happy 90th Birthday 
Charlie reported that 
Antique Gold sang for 
Phyllis Mills’ 90th 
birthday the weekend of 
August 3rd. She is still as 
lovely as ever in every 
way. [Harry says that Putt 

Mills introduced him to the GoF in 1983]. 
 

Did You Know? 
Jim Bates has been elected to the Evergreen District 
Board of Directors as a Board Member-at-Large. He 
takes office on January 1, 2014 and attends his first 
BOD Meeting at the Boise Convention. Congratulations. 
 

Harry Gray (Bulletin Editor of the Greater Vancouver 
Fortune Teller), placed seventh in the 2013 International 
Bulletin Editor Contest (finished ninth in 2012) 
conducted by PROBE (Public Relations Officers & 
Bulletin Editors) and awarded at the International 
PROBE meeting in Toronto. His bulletin was judged on 
content, layout and reproduction. [September Timbre] 
 

George CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge Carlin----ismsismsismsisms    
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavour, and 
dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 

 

GroaGroaGroaGroaners:ners:ners:ners:    
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive 
vocabulary? A thesaurus. 
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Deadline for the next issue is October 29, 2013  
 

CALENDAR 
 

2013  
Oct 14 Thanksgiving 
Oct 15 GoF Election of Officers 
Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 
Nov 16 Show Fleetwood Surrey 
 

2014 
Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day 
April 4-5 Prelims & Div I Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
June 20-22 HCNW Tacoma, WA 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Aug 29-31 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 5-7 Retreat 
Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 

Internationals 
2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2016 Nashville, Tennessee 
2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2018 Orlando, Florida 
2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
Seen at the Retreat 
 

 
 
Tripledee-queue 
(left – right) Bill Martin, Ezra Parker, 
George Gregory, David Anderson 

 
 
 

 

 
Tripledee plus Carson Lee 

 
 
 
Left – right 
Andy Holisky 
Chris Ogilvie 
Jim Bates 
Al Alain 

   
 
 
 
 

 
Camp fire sing-a-long Saturday night 
 

 
 

 
 
 
[Photos by Yoko and others] 

  


