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Nanaimo Division 1 Convention 
For the first time the Division Convention was held in 

Nanaimo. The Tidesmen pulled out all the stops with 

innovations as well. The beautiful 800 seat Port Theatre 

was a joy to sing in. The chorus contest was Festival 

style (as done by BABBS in the UK) with all the 

choruses seated in the theatre and being called up on 

stage by the emcee when it was their turn. Three 

choruses each provided singers for the mic-testing. A 

mass sing was held in the Diana Krall Plaza Sat noon. 

 

            All 6 choruses on stage for the Show Finale 

 

Wow! What a weekend 
By Paul Peachey 

The 2013 Evergreen Division 1 Competition was held in 

Nanaimo, BC April 12 - 14, 2013. The Greater 

Vancouver Gentlemen of Fortune and three Chapter 

Quartets went over with fire in their eyes. The first thing 

I would like to note is that, from a personal point of 

view, this was probably the best organized and "fun" 

convention I have attended to date. The Nanaimo 

Tidesmen and their Volunteers did an outstanding job 

with the venue, the co-ordinated effort, the Afterglow 

and the friendliness all of them exhibited...magnificent!! 
 

The chorus went with great expectations and quite 

simply "did not bring it" during the competition, only 

coming in third. Unlike previous poor showings, we all 

know that this was a "bad day" and not a cause to 

reinvent ourselves (we are doing that), and we know that 

it wasn't a true representation of where we are. The 

chorus redeemed themselves however, when we sang at 

the Show of Champions (at the level we are at now). 
 

The new quartet 

Tripledee-

queue (Dave 

Anderson, 

George 

Gregory, Ezra 

Parker, Bill 

Martin) sang 

well, and did us 

all proud with a 

strong showing both in score and standing (best that I 

think any of us 

have heard 

them sing and 

timely it was!). 

The other new 

quartet The 

Unusual 

Suspects (Dave 

Anderson, 

Young Yi, 

Dave Theobald, Pierre Carignan) did well especially 

as it was Young’s first contest. The third quartet Ringers 

(Al Alain, Jim Bates, Bill Lake, Paul Peachey) went 

into the competition with one objective...to improve on 

their performance from last year. I think there were four 

individuals 

who almost 

dropped in 

shock when it 

was 

announced 

that they 

were the 

2013 

Division 1 Senior Quartet Champions!! Suffice it to say 

that (based on the post evaluation) the Ringers all realize 

that "there is a lot of work still to be done". (Cont - pg 2) 
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The Show of Champions was spectacular... The first half 

included Thunderbirds (4
th
), GoF (3

rd
), Nanaimo (2

nd
) 

plus third and second place quartets (The Squares & 

Bon Vivant), as well as Ringers and Nanaimo’s 

F.R.O.G.S. quartet (Four Really Old Guys Singing). 

After intermission, from Victoria the City of Gardens 

SAI Chorus graced the stage with harmony and sparkle, 

followed by the Division Champ chorus Bellingham 

Toppers. The new Division Quartet Champs, Via 

Voice,(Joseph Livesey, Doug Broersma, Tom 

Metzger, Mark Metzger) wowed the audience with 

their mastery (they scored 85.5% in contest) and the 

show closed with over 180 men on stage singing 

polecats and Keep the Whole World Singing.  
 

The Afterglow was also fantastic...quartets singing, lots 

of food, very well attended and it stayed well attended 

for a long time. All in all, this was a convention that will 

likely be regarded as "one of the best" for a long time to 

come!! 
 

2013 Chapter Officers   
President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
David Anderson 604-882-1021 
drdkanderson@shaw.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Arthur Sanderson 778-837-8735 
asanderson@sd43.bc.ca  
VP Communications & Promotion 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net  
Secretary 
Paul Peachey    604-814-2489 
wpapeachey@gmail.com  
Treasurer 
Dennis Burich    778-397-2554 
Dennis_burich@shaw.ca  
Past President 
Harry Gray        604-447-3749 
bunionbari@gmail.com 
Board Members-at-Large 
Ray La Sota      604-596-3378 
interlude@telus.net  
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
charlie.metzger@gmail.com  
Assistant Director 
Byron Walton 778-689-9337 
bwalton@telus.net  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca       
 

 
  Mic-testing chorus from GoF, Thunderbirds & Toppers  

So, What Happened at Nanaimo? 
By Shanti Ghose 

To find the answer to the  question of what went wrong 

from the enthralling practice session of the Tuesday 

before, to Saturday’s performance on the contest stage, 

one must start with a simple question: What was so 

different with the mighty GOF from when they scored 

their usual 1st at last year’s Division 1 contest?  
 

Well, there was a big one on the minus side; we had a 

total of 18 experienced Gentlemen in the last year’s 

Division 1, who for one reason or other were not on the 

risers with us at Nanaimo. That meant that with 32 men 

we almost equalled our lowest number of men on the 

contest stage, 30 at the 2010 Portland District 

Convention. Incidentally, on both occasions GOF had 

the unenviable record of scoring their lowest average in 

recent history at 68.4% in 2010 and now 68.8%.  
 

The other big difference, on the positive side, was that 

for the first time before a Division contest, we were 

given the gift of multiple coaching sessions from Donny 

Rose and Marty Lovick culminating in that magical 

session on the pre-contest Tuesday. So, what happened 

at Nanaimo? At our post mortem review on Tuesday, it 

was suggested that we were not used to the new Festival 

format of seeing every other chorus perform to audience 

acclaim, and then appearing on the stage without our 

usual warm-up. This new routine created a distraction 

and contributed to a loss of focus while on stage,  
 

The Judges told us it was an obvious anomaly although 

we lacked energy right from the start. A small 

consolation we had the highest music scores. Needless to 

say, our rendering of Halleluiah and Drinking Gourd 

with our usual gusto, in the public performance at the 

evening Show of Champions, did go a long way in 

lifting our spirits and retrieving a bit of our injured pride. 
 

 

ViaVoice 
 

2013 Division 1 

Quartet 

Champs 
 
 

 

mailto:gofgeorge@gmail.com
mailto:drdkanderson@shaw.ca
mailto:asanderson@sd43.bc.ca
mailto:pkrois@telus.net
mailto:wpapeachey@gmail.com
mailto:Dennis_burich@shaw.ca
mailto:bunionbari@gmail.com
mailto:interlude@telus.net
mailto:sghose@shaw.ca
mailto:charlie.metzger@gmail.com
mailto:bwalton@telus.net
mailto:dmirhady@sfu.ca


 3 

Ask Not What Your 
Society Can Do For 
You... 
 

The 23K project needs 

approximately 200 volunteers to 

man the phones as we reach out to 

every member of our society. Each caller will be asked 

to make approximately 100 calls during a six month 

period. Volunteer callers can work at their own pace but 

must make a minimum of 2 calls per week. The length of 

each call varies---the average being 20 to 25 minutes. 

Callers will work from a questionnaire on a dedicated 

web site, completing and filing each report on line. 
 

Those who are interested and can make this commitment 

should contact Bud Laumann mailto:budl@comcast.net. 

Bud will provide you with a formal invitation, log on 

information and complete instructions for making calls. 

A calling list of members in your time zone will be 

provided. Only those who are sincerely interested in 

meeting new friends and helping with this vital project 

should apply for enrolment as a member of the 23K 

calling team. 
 

Callers who successfully complete 120 calls within the 

first six months of the program will be entered into a 

drawing for a VIP registration at the 2015 Las Vegas 

International convention. Two prizes will be awarded. 
 

We're calling for your help. Can you answer? What a 

great opportunity to meet some new friends who share 

your love of our hobby and art form! 

23K Project - We're reaching out              
to touch you! 
On April 1st (no foolin!), an army of volunteer callers 

will begin contacting every BHS member by telephone. 

You will be asked to give your opinion about the level of 

satisfaction with your own personal barbershop 

experience and to recommend things that need to be 

added, changed, improved or deleted to improve the 

barbershop experience. Each member will also be given 

the opportunity to send a message directly to the CEO 

and/or society president.  
 

Every member will be invited to enlist as a soldier in the 

BHS volunteer army, to help with projects for the 

society and his district. Additionally, the calling team 

will be gathering information to compile a data base of 

skills and talents possessed by our members. The data 

base and comments will be used by society leaders to 

plan, create and lay the foundations of a better future for 

our society. 
 

We hope you will be prepared to relate your membership 

experience, help develop the skills data base and share 

your vision for the future when one of our 23K project 

volunteers calls you. If someone calls and you are not at 

home, please help our calling team by returning the call. 

Dare to be part of making dreams come true! 

Tall Timbre Award  
After the chorus contest in 

Nanaimo Evergreen District 

Executive Vice President Bob 

Robson (left) called Harry Gray 

onto the stage and presented him 

with a District Tall Timbre Award: 

“For his ongoing service to the 

Evergreen District’s Division One 

as the Division Events Manager.”  

Barry Smorenburg Award 
This is the Division I 

Barbershopper of the Year Award 

and the recipient must have 

contributed significantly to the 

furtherance of barbershop 

fellowship in the Division.  
 

Dave Pinhey has been a member 

of the Langley First Capital 

Chorus for many, many years, 

where he has served in multiple leadership capacities 

and is a former GoF President & BOTY. He has been a 

part of the Division I Leadership Council, Division I 

Youth In Harmony Committee, and chapter 

representative to the BC Choral Federation. He has 

always worked in the background to help make positive 

things happen. He collects stuff like the Campbell's Soup 

labels and pop can tabs to support charitable activities. 

He is a tireless worker for the causes in which he 

believes, specifically those activities associated with 

getting youth singing barbershop.  

 

 

Bon Vivant 

2
nd

 place  

Division  

Quartet 

 
 
 

mailto:budl@comcast.net
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Our Whole House Is Blue: But - 
We Know What To Do  
 

David Anderson, VP For Music and Performance. 

Why did we lose energy in the recent contest? 

Many factors contributed to our low energy in Nanaimo, 

including unfamiliarity with the Festival format.  We’re 

accustomed to warming up for half an hour or more, 

musical focus and energy peaking backstage. This 

affects all musicians and in fact performers in all genres. 

Our accustomed warm-up is not a common luxury.   

How do successful performers overcome difficult 

venues? 
 

Up their sleeves, successful musicians carry a powerful 

ace - mastery of their selections and technique.  In 

Barbershop music, knowing every sound will match and 

every chord will ring, every time they sing, regardless of 

the preparation or the setting, gives successful ensembles 

quiet, reality-based confidence in their music and allows 

them to focus on artistic nuances that communicate the 

story and emotion. 
 

Performers who can rely on their technique don’t suffer 

when conditions vary. Nerves are less troublesome. 

Performances become joyful sharing rather than concern 

for whether a particular series of chords will ring.  If we 

know our music well, we will never disappoint Charlie 

as we did in the recent contest and in the closing 

moments of our April 30 rehearsal.   
 

There’s only one remedy. We must learn and know 

our music much better.   
 

Vicious Circles can deliver Success! Have a look at the 

two vicious circles illustrated below. The first illustrates 

a potential downward spiral into which we must avoid 

being drawn. The second, and the one that deserves our 

energetic focus, represents the way successful choruses 

operate. It’s the way we now need to begin operating.   
 

The details are up to each individual. Charlie has 

articulated one reliable way to achieve total mastery of 

the WNB+R (word, notes, breaths and rhythms) of our 

next song, the contest up tune “Just In Time.”  Your 

music team are united behind him. This is not a 

prescription: nobody is obliged to use these exact steps.  
 

We all need to get to the same goal – complete mastery 

of every WNB+R of every song within 4 weeks of its 

posting and as a prerequisite for beginning rehearsals.   

Barbershop is Love. There will be many details to be 

worked out. We’re all learning here. We’re all team 

members. Let’s work hard together, with determination, 

believing in and loving one other, the music, and our 

audiences. 

 

GOF CURRENTLY 

IN THE DOLDRUMS 

 

 
 
TO APPROACH OUR NEW TARGET  

OF MUSCIAL EXELLENCE… 

WE BEGIN...    HERE AND HERE... 

               

 
We quickly learn to listen better by: 

- recording ourselves as we learn new songs; 

- listening carefully, following a listening guide; 

- when it’s the best we can discern, submit the 

recording for qualification; 

- receive feedback from section leader & listen for 

greater clarity 

We now create clean, exciting sound as we begin each 

song. The vicious cycle is now positive!  
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Obituary 

FRYER, (Sid) Sidney  
1926 - 2013 
  

Sidney Fryer passed away on 

March 14
th
, 2013 after a lifetime 

of service as a Baptist Minister. 

Born in London, England he 

moved to Canada with his wife 

Ruth and young family. He 

graduated from McMaster 

Divinity College in Hamilton and entered the full time 

Ministry serving in many locations across Canada. He 

married Zennie in 1996 and they shared life through his 

senior years. Sid was predeceased by his wife Ruth Hills 

in 1964 and his wife Fran Sousedik in 1991. He is 

survived by his children Jane, Susan, Stephen and 

Annette, 11 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 
 

A Memorial Service was held Saturday March 23
rd

 at 

Olivet Baptist Church in New Westminster. Over 30 past 

and present GoF members, as well as colleagues from 

the old GoF Gospel Chorus and barbershoppers from 

other chapters, sang the Lord’s Prayer and the Irish 

Blessing. Sid served as Greater Vancouver Chapter 

Secretary and then President in 2001. 

Memories of Sid 
By Charlie Metzger 

I first met Sid when he came to 

sing with the Gospel Chorus 

that George Meehan founded 

and organized. Sid sang lead in 

the group and was clearly 

familiar with all the songs. I 

learned that he had been a 

Baptist minister and so, with the 

same background as George, 

shared a sense of hymns 

appropriate to the barbershop style.  
 

At first Sid seemed quiet, almost shy, and struggled a bit 

with singing in an a cappella group, but after becoming 

more seasoned he often had a comment or two after a 

performance of the group, and almost always a comment 

of the wry and dry sort. He always had a unique way of 

seeing life and knew how to entertain his listeners. 
 

Sid was always gentle and sincere with an easy smile 

and easy rapport with people. He eventually gained 

enough confidence in his singing to become a member 

of the GoF, making an extended night of it with the 

Gospel Chorus rehearsing before chorus. Service was 

second nature to Sid and he became a member of the 

Board and then President of the chapter for a short time. 

Illness intervened bringing his involvement to an end. 
 

Not long ago, Sid visited the chapter meeting with his 

wife, Zennie. He seemed frail but very happy to be with 

us for the evening. He loved the sound, remembered his 

connection with the men, and sat joyfully and peacefully 

with Zennie, listening to the rehearsal until the break. He 

was a man of service, peace and love. It was a pleasure 

to be in his presence.  

Happenings & Reminders 
GoF Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday April 2 the Board met prior to rehearsal. It was 

agreed that the chorus would compete at District in 

Boise, that the annual retreat in Squamish would be held 

as usual the weekend after Labour Day, and that there 

would be fund raising efforts to assist members to go to 

District. Next meeting is May 7. 

 

Coquitlam Dogwood Pavilion Show May 10 
This is a major performance. Please plan your social 

calendar around it if possible. The chorus has a 

performance on Friday, May 10, at 7:30pm, at the 

Dogwood Pavilion, 624 Poirier Street (corner of Poirier 

and Winslow) Coquitlam. Please notice that the call 

time is 7:00. We will warm up at that time. Please be 

there on time - energetic and ready to energize an 

audience twice with a 15 minute intermission. This is a 

full dress performance - contest gear. 
 

SSTTOOPP  PPRREESSSS  ––  AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeaatt  SSaallee  
The GoF Meat sale is scheduled for Sat 8th June (PICK 

UP DAY) Order forms will be available shortly. It will 

be expected that each and every member will sell at 

least one item from the order form as we want to make 

this a worthwhile fundraiser. In previous years we have 

enjoyed a top quality product and recommend that you 

support this two-fold venture: 1). To help the chorus 

financially and 2). To satisfy your need for top quality 

food.  David Jones 
 

2013 District Convention in Boise, Idaho 
The Boise Chordsmen are hosting the District Contests 

and Convention October 18-19. Information is on-line at 

www.boisechordsmen.com/2013info.htm. All Events 

Registration is US$75 (Note reduced price) online, or 

by paper & mail; after October 2
nd

 it is US$95. On-

line/phone registration is through Brown Paper Tickets. 

The Grove is the HQ Hotel and BBS discount rate for 

all 6 downtown hotels is only available through 

Global Travel    SALLIL@globaltrav.com  

1-208-387-1001, ext. 2215   1-800-584-8888 
 

 

http://www.boisechordsmen.com/2013info.htm
mailto:SALLIL@globaltrav.com
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Comment #59 by Bill Gibbons 

“The shortest measurement of elapsed time is the time it 

takes a good woodshedding bari to: hear the other three 

notes, identify the intended chord, and deliver the 

missing correct note.” [He’ll still be late! Ed] 
 

Deadline for the next issue is June 25, 2013  

CALENDAR 
 

2013  

May 10 Show Dogwood Pavilion, Coquitlam 

June 11 GoF Annual General Meeting 

June 21-23 HCNW, Tacoma, WA 

Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON 

Aug 30-Sept1 Harmony Hollow 

Sept 6-8 Retreat Squamish 

Sept 14 Singout St Stephens, Burnaby 

Oct 14 Thanksgiving 

Oct 15 GoF Election of Officers 

Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 

Dec 14 Christmas Shows MJ Fox Theatre 
 

2014 

Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 

Feb 10  BC Family Day 

Feb 14  Valentines Day 

April 4-5 Division I Convention Abbotsford 

April 18 Easter 

Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 

Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 

Aug 29-31 Harmony Hollow 

Sept 5-7 Retreat 

Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 

Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 

Internationals 

2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

2016 Nashville, Tennessee 

2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 

2018 Orlando, Florida 

2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

George Carlin-isms 
Have you ever imagined a world with no hypothetical 

situations? 

 

Groaners: 
My girlfriend thinks I’m a stalker. Well, she’s not 

exactly my girlfriend yet. 
 

 

 

GoF Saturday Supper at Mrs Riche’s Restaurant 
 

 
 

 
 

Saturday Noon Mass Sing in Diana Krall Plaza 
 

 
 

Dilbert’s Rules of Order 

#18: The more crap you put up with, the more crap you 

are going to get.  
 

 

 

 


