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2012 Awards 

Barbershoppers of the Year  
David Anderson & Harry Gray 

 

(left) David 

Anderson:  
for all he has 
done to promote 
better singing 
within the 
chorus. 

(centre) Harry 

Gray: has done 
an outstanding 

job as President this year and has continued editing and 
producing our very fine publication, the FortuneTeller. 
 

Barbershop Fellowship Award  
David Anderson 

 

David Anderson: has 
promoted better singing 
within the chorus, always 
in a cheerful, positive and 
upbeat manner. 
(President George 

Gregory on the right) 

 
 

 

Barbershop Woman of the Year  
Kari Metzger 

 

 

Kari Metzger: who 
coached us at Retreat 
and after for the 2012 
District Contest. 

 
 
 

 

Director’s Award for Outstanding 
Achievement 
Ray La Sota & David Mirhady 

 
 
(left to right) 
Ray La Sota 

Charlie Metzger 

David Mirhady 

 

 
 
 

Ray La Sota first began to sing in the church choir 
Charlie directs. After two years of work, he felt ready for 
the GoF and auditioned successfully. Ray has learned all 
the regular repertoire and surprised himself by learning 
all the Christmas repertoire as well. He sang in last 
year's District contest. Ray rehearses many hours a day, 
listening to learning tracks and reviewing everything 
every week. He does the same for the church choir. He is 
making himself a valuable member of the GoF. 
 

David Mirhady is a Classics scholar and teaches 
Greek and Latin at Simon Fraser. He has had prior 
musical experience and, after being brought to the 
chorus by his brother, a barbershopper from Ontario, he 
decided to join us. David has learned all the repertoire, 
regular and Christmas, has competed and performed 
with us, and has now decided to do it all again, but this 
time in the tenor part. He too is becoming a valuable 
member of the GoF. 
 

Thank you, gentlemen, for your dedication and 
application to the task of becoming a close harmony 
singer! 
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2013 Chapter Officers   
President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
David Anderson 604-882-1021 
drdkanderson@shaw.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Arthur Sanderson 778-837-8735 
asanderson@sd43.bc.ca  
VP Communications & Promotion 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net  
Secretary 
Paul Peachey    604-814-2489 
wpapeachey@gmail.com  
Treasurer 
Dennis Burich    778-397-2554 
Dennis_burich@shaw.ca  
Past President 
Harry Gray        604-447-3749 
bunionbari@gmail.com 
Board Members-at-Large 
Ray La Sota      604-596-3378 
interlude@telus.net  
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
charlie.metzger@gmail.com  
Assistant Director 
Byron Walton 778-689-9337 
bwalton@telus.net  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca       

Valentine’s Day Success 
By Jim Lohnes, Valentines Chairman 

We had 8 quartets available this year for 
Valentines Day which we assigned to 
specific areas. This process works very 
well for us with less driving back and 
forth across bridges and allowing better 
time use for the quartets.  
 

This year a number of singouts came from the Surrey 
area, an increase over last year, and kept Momentum 
very busy all day doing 17 gigs. Antique Gold 
concentrated on downtown with 17 gigs. The other areas 
produced fewer gigs than last year for it is difficult for 
some key sellers in the chorus to repeat the same number 
of gigs every year. For example Don Klassen sold 10 
gig's last year but was unable to repeat with the same 
customers for two consecutive years; which I found also 
to be the case in Maple Ridge. 
 

One key area overlooked this year was UBC, more could 
have been done with Radio, and Antique Gold were 
unable to attend the "Talent Time" due to sickness. A 
number of chorus members were also suffering from a 
prolonged flu season.  
 

Honourable mention should go to Bert Paquet for his 
interview with the Surrey Now newspaper and his selling 
of 6 gigs, George Gregory sold 9 gig's with my help, 
The Jones Boys for attending BCIT " Love Fest", and 
the Motones representing us on Shaw TV and promoting 
Valentines as a quartet visiting Pubs and Hair salons the 
weekend prior to the day. Peter Krois did a marvellous 
job on Valentines day co-ordinating last minute gigs 
with the 8 quartets. 
 

The Valentines committee was: Jim Lohnes Chairman, 
Dave Anderson quartet qualification, Peter Krois 
promotion, Chris Ogilvie purchasing agent and 
rose/chocolate co-ordinator, Travis Gamble 
website/paypal/spread sheet technician. 
 

We had revenue of approximately $5,700 and expenses 
of $1,100 for a net profit around $4,600. Close to 70% 
was processed through Visa and MasterCard. 60% of the 
gigs came from Chorus members, 35% from posters and 
our Website, the balance being repeat business. 

Valentines Quartets 
The MoTones (Clarence Stad, Moe Jones, Gord 

Ross, Ed Arnold). (By Gord Ross) 

 
We started at 9:30am at Grouse Mountain gondola and 
finished at 8:30pm at a restaurant near Lonsdale quay. 
We had 9 prescheduled gigs and picked up another 4 
during the day. A few highlights were: 
 

The taping session at Shaw TV which was interesting 
but pretty low key as it was just us, a couple of 
receptionists, the show producer, makeup girl and 
cameramen. No audience and nobody to sing to except 
the cameras. We did get our picture with one of the co-
hosts Bianca Solterbeck (in the photo)).  
 

I know a highlight for Clarence was singing at his office. 
It's always a cool experience to show off our hobby to 
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our workmates ("world's colliding" as George Costanza 
would say).  
 

Singing to a church choir during their rehearsal. Their 
response was really enthusiastic which made us feel 
good as they were probably pretty good singers 
themselves. The girl we sang to was a real beauty and 
her mood alternated between embarrassment, huge 
smiles and emotional outbursts. Her boyfriend showed 
up during our performance and she was all over him. Big 
bonus points he got.  
 

Singing to a young sweetie at the Whitecaps office 
downtown. Dressing up and singing at Giggle Booth 
photos at Lynn Valley Centre. Moe leaping up onto a bar 
stool at a pub while singing to the bartender (male). This 
brought hoots of laughter from the customers. 
 

Lonestar Quartet: (Bill Martin, Jim Lohnes, Byron 

Walton, Harry Gray). (By Jim Lohnes) 

        
 

We started the day meeting in Maple Ridge at my home 
with Harry having to drive from Richmond and Bill 
coming from Burnaby. Our first gig at 9am, purchased 
by the School Trustees Chairman, was at School District 
42 Board Office with singing upstairs and downstairs to 
groups of 12-15 staff. Then off to Maple Ridge Senior 
Secondary School to sing to my wife whom we 
interrupted while the students were in the middle of an 
exam. Another teacher Jacquie hired us to sing to her 
husband at Thomas Haney Senior Secondary School 
where he is the music teacher.  
 

The Superintendent of Schools was holding a budgeting 
meeting at Thomas Haney where we had the pleasure of 
interrupting the meeting of 30 to 40 school principals 
while singing to the Superintendent and her assistant. 
Off to a Real Estate Office to sing to the receptionists, 
then to a Realtor's home, catching her baking bread and 
without her makeup, and a repeat customer running a 
Day Care with half a dozen well behaved children 
making Valentines cards.  
 

On to Mission for lunch at the Mission Springs Pub 
before singing to the flower lady at Safeway, another 
repeat customer. We returned to my home for a nap then 
finished the day singing at Joey's Coquitlam Restaurant 

between 6-7:30pm and once again being fed steak 
dinners with drinks plus receiving $125 for the Gig. 
 

Classic Tones: (David Mirhady, Laurie Dye, Peter 

Lissett, Andy Holisky) (By David Mirhady) 

      
The GOF's newest quartet, Classic Tones, enjoyed 
Valentine's Day serenading a mom [David’s in the 
photo], a daughter, a sister, three wives, two altogether 
unsuspecting (and apparently incredulous) ladies, and 
one (equally bemused) fellow. The chords rang 
beautifully. 
 

Along the way we enjoyed the hospitality of 500 
Alternate School teachers, a principal's office (!), the 
White Spot, the Admiral Pub, Canadian Blood Services, 
and Chateau Holisky, whose bier de la maison is to be 
heartily recommended. We also came to have an 
ongoing conversation with not only our magnanimous 
coordinator Peter Krois, but also a 911 operator who 
clearly enjoyed Peter Lissett’s accent.  
 

[Peter’s response] Well...as you know very well, Harry, I 
don't have an accent. I don't understand all this stuff! 
 

We were passing a three car accident on Mt Seymour 
Parkway. It had obviously just happened. I was riding 
shotgun while our tenor David, and bari Andy, lurked in 
the security of the back seats. Driver and lead Laurie 
picks up his cell phone and dials 911. I'm looking at the 
three cars all bent out of shape as we go by so don't see 
him doing this. Once he's pressed the 'send' button he 
hands the phone to me and I find myself talking to the 
911 operator. She was obviously so impressed with my 
clear diction and well formed vowel sounds, that she 
called back later for additional information and 
confirmation. Laurie has a lot to answer for! 
 

Jones Boys: (David Jones, Ron Maki, Tucker 

Goodwin, Gary Korstrum, Don Giles,) (By David 
Jones) 
The quest for more sing outs started in the Lougheed 
Mall on Sunday 10th February and then on the following 
Tuesday morning at the BCIT Student’s Union “Love 

Fest” function, where we were enthusiastically received, 
so revisited them again on Valentine’s Day. 
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With Don on bass, Gary singing lead, David bari, and 
Tucker handling tenor we were also happy to have Ron 

Maki join us for his first time experience. 
 
 
(left-right) 
David 
Ron Maki 
Tucker 
Gary 
Don Giles 
 
 

On the 14th our day started early. The first mission of 
merriment was at 7.15am in Burnaby where we sang to 
an appreciative young lady who set the mood for the rest 
of the day with smiles and a tear or two. Ron did well in 
supporting Don and was often the presenter of our gifts. 
He also helped with GPS duties although Gary seemed 
to know the area like the back of his hand. 
 

Among others, we sang to the teacher of a hairdressing 
class at Delta Secondary; to a guy who was a driver for a 
Wholesale Flower Company; at the Metrotown Mall; 
and in an office on the 6th floor of a high rise in 
Metrotown, where the entire office enjoyed our 
presentation. One dear lady in New Westminster loved 
“Let me call you Sweetheart” but we declined the 
suggestion to sing “Oh how we danced on the night we 

were wed”! Our final two gigs were to the staff at two 
physiotherapy clinics owned by the son of our dear 
departed friend Ernie Kroger. Ernie was a member of 
our chorus and Assistant Minister at Charlie’s church. 
 

We also added a few gratis renditions at the end of our 
day and a great time was had by all. 
 

Momentum: (Paul Russell, John van Zanten, 

Eric Jansen, Mike Frank) (By Mike Frank) 

     
This year was memorable in many ways. We assembled 
at John’s place at 7.30am, croaked out a few warm up 
tunes, tossed back some water, and were off on our vocal 
marathon. We had 16 presentations from 8am to 8.30pm. 
John was our unflappable driver through 5 municipal 
districts (Surrey, Delta, Richmond, Langley and White 

Rock) with Paul and Eric mapping out directions, while 
liaising with Peter from despatch. 
 

Whether a private residence, work place or restaurant 
dinner celebration, we thoroughly enjoyed putting a 
smile on the faces of the recipients (11 ladies & 5 guys) 
as well as many bystanders that became part of the 
festivities. If our songs elicited the odd tear, that was 
considered icing on the cake. 
 

Like most things that are worthwhile doing, there are 
challenges---ringing chords at 8.00am---finding places 
hidden in maze-like cul-de-sacs---keeping “Momentum” 
going for 12 ½  hours---and finally, coping with 
wardrobe problems, most notably John’s malfunctioning 
pants zipper. That one provided a lot of comic relief. 
You might say our lead was flying high, or low, 
depending upon how you looked at it.  
 

Despite the large travel area, dreary weather conditions 
and ubiquitous traffic congestion, we were able to keep 
more or less on schedule, even squeezing in a little time 
for lunch and dinner. The quartet was pleased with its 
overall performance and was happy to be a part of GoF’s 
Singing Valentine Program.   
 

Antique Gold: (David Anderson, George 

Wakeham, Charlie Metzger, George Metzger) 
(By Charlie Metzger) 

     
Antique Gold was called to deliver a valentine to a 
woman in the cancer ward of VGH. We were told that 
her condition was terminal. We arrived with both the 
wish that we might entertain and distract her, and the 
fear that she would be unable to receive our message. 
What happened was amazing! 
 

She was a young-looking woman of about 40 or so, and 
she had a visitor who quickly left. She wanted to get a 
good look at us and asked us to move close so that she 
could see us in spite of her double vision. She cupped 
her right ear when she was listening, and she could not 
remember the person who had sent the valentine, 
although she recognized the phone area number as being 
from the sunshine coast. She had a brain tumour and she 
knew it was just a matter of time for her.  
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We sang "I'm Gonna Sit Right Down and Write Myself a 

Letter". She laughed and cried and moved to the music. 
She said that at heart she was a black woman, and did 
we know any gospel. With some trepidation, we sang 
her "No More Sorrow" (no tomorrow, no more cryin', no 
more dyin'...!) She literally bounced to the beat, then got 
out of bed on the second time through the chorus and 
started dancing! 
 

After that we had a long conversation with her and she 
shared her love for music and how much our singing was 
a gift to her. Unwilling to leave so soon, we sang 
"Wonderful World" and again she smiled and laughed 
and cried and enjoyed every chord, every word. When 
we finished, she shared that she was leaving behind a 
10-year-old daughter and had to believe that it was a 
wonderful world in which she was leaving her. 
 

We left with words of encouragement and affection and 
hugs all around. We had received a wonderful gift, an 
acquaintance with a joyful, but suffering spirit who was 
touched by our gift. We were most blessed and 
fortunate. 
 

Above the Law: (Chris Ogilvie, Travis Gamble, Bert 

Paquet, David Meehan) (By Travis Gamble) 

        

Valentine's Day was one of the first times that our newly 
formed quartet had performed in public. For two of us 
(David & Travis) it was also our first time singing in a 
Valentine's quartet and we were all very excited. As an 
added bonus, we welcomed Sean Houston (of 
Vancouver Thunderbirds fame) as a substitute baritone 
for the first half of the day. 
 

We began with a warm up in the locker room (well, the 
bathroom) at the Surrey RCMP detachment. The 
acoustics were fantastic and it set us up well for a fun 
day of singing. We sang to a small crowd of ladies and 
curious onlookers from the detachment. Bert enjoyed 
singing for his colleagues, and there were smiles and 
weepy eyes all around – we also managed to escape 
without jail time, which is always a good sign! 
 

Moving on we sang at a number of houses and 
businesses throughout the lower mainland. Our busy 
schedule saw us in Delta, Surrey, New Westminster, 
Vancouver & Richmond so we had to move fast! We 
managed to complete all of our bookings on time thanks 

to the cop at the wheel who will neither confirm nor 
deny the use of lights and sirens in that effort. 
 

Our last two gigs were among the most memorable. As 
we sang to a couple in the lounge at the Airport 
Fairmont Hotel the woman was moved to tears as her 
husband held her hand, and a lounge full of patrons 
looked on. The manager then asked us to sing a song for 
the whole restaurant. The final gig saw us singing to a 
family of four. Mom and Dad ordered the quartet for the 
family, but specifically had us sing to their teenage son 
who was in a word - mortified. They invited us to have a 
piece of Valentine's cake with them which we happily 
paid for with a toe-tapping rendition of Mary Lou. 
 

All in all it was a fun and rewarding day of singing and 
fellowship that won't be soon forgotten by the quartet - 
or our customers, we hope! 
 

A Special Call for Ringers: (Bill Lake, Paul 

Peachey, Al Alain, Jim Bates) (By Paul Peachey) 

    
At around noonish, we received a call from Peter to add 
another gig to our slate. Listening to Jim on the phone, it 
was soon apparent that we all knew the person. Jim says, 
"OK. Charlie just phoned in a request for us to pay Wilf  

Martin (in  the photo) a call". Smiles all around in the 
car, something to look forward to later on in the 
afternoon.....fast forward… arrive at Wilf's place.  
 

I haven't seen Wilf in a while, but, his illness is taking its 
toll....slower, quieter but the twinkle in the eye is still 
there. We decided not to sing him any "Valentine" songs 
(please, not for one of us!!)....we did "Freddy" first and 
guess what? there he is sitting in his arm chair singing 
right along with us and smiling. We then gave him his 
choice for the second song.....it was Country Roads (you 
got it Wilf). He had heard of the "Lonesome Gourd", but 
nothing about the new ballad, so.....as raw as we might 
have been, we gave him our best shot of that as well.  
 

I am fairly sure that our visit brightened up his day 
immensely, because it sure did mine. He is ill and not 
improving, but there is nothing wrong with his heart or 
soul, he is GoF to the core. God Bless!! 
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GoF Awards/Installation Dinner  
By Paul Peachey 
The Gentlemen of Fortune held their annual Awards & 
Installation Dinner this year on Feb 23rd at the Eagle 
Creek Golf Club in Burnaby. The doors opened at 17:30 
for an hour of cocktails and then the dinner commenced 
at 18:30. Overall, the attendance was pretty good, with 
around 55 people in total, members of the GoF with 
spouses, friends and significant others. 
 

The MC for the evening (as usual) was our very own 
Bert Paquet, who, in an effort to not be funny, tried to 
deadpan his way along. That in itself was humorous and 
you could see cracks in his facade starting to show and 
eventually he reverted to form. What may have started 
this even faster was when he noticed a certain youngish 
baritone flirting with his lovely wife. 
 

The dinner was served, nicely catered by the Eagle 
Creek Bar & Grille with a selection of four different 
entrees. The next little while was pretty much quiet, 
limited to the sounds of chomping and chewing. The 
meal was good and I believe enjoyed by all. With the 
meal carnage cleared from the tables, Gerry Borden 
stepped up to the mic to install the incoming Board 
members. He started by telling us the really interesting 
story, going right back to the roots, of how the BHS 
came into existence 75 years ago. Then, one by one, the 
members of the new board were sworn in, handed 
beautiful plaques/certificates and then, as tradition calls 
for, they sang for the chorus and guests.  

 
      Ray,  Harry, Peter,  David,  Dennis,    Paul,          George 

Several door raffles were drawn, with prizes donated by 
the Gungs, Pacquets, Grays and Mirhadys and then 
the chorus sang "Valentine" for the guests. Quartets also 
had the opportunity to sing, with Antique Gold leading 
the way followed by the Ringers and Lonestar. Thanks 
to Dorothy Fallan for the table flower sets. A few final 
drinks from the bar and then a very pleasant and 
rewarding evening came to a reasonably early 
conclusion....a good time had by all!!  

       
Emcee Bert           Installer Gerry Shanti & Arthur- BOD 

      
             Ringers sing for their dinner 

      
Lonestar with Dave Anderson (Bill Martin was hoarse) 
 

Special Recognition 
2012 Retiring Board Members 
Our thanks to the five retiring Board members who are 
moving on to serve the chapter in other ways.   
 

Treasurer: Rich Clark after 11 years on the Board 
from 2000-’06 and 2011-‘12; with 1 year as Board 
Member-at-Large, 5 years as Treasurer, 3 years as VP 
Chapter Development and 2 years as President. 

Past President: Doug Affleck after 4 years, with 2 
years as Board Member-at-Large 1 year as President and 
1 year as Past President. 

VP Communications & Promotion: Ed Arnold 

after 4 years. 
Secretary: Al Alain after 2 years. 
VP Chapter Development: Carl Gung after 2 years. 

Happenings & Reminders 
Special Rehearsal April 6 
There will be a special rehearsal Saturday April 6 from 
9.00am – noon in preparation for the Division contest.  
 

2013 Division I Convention in Nanaimo 
The Division I Convention is being hosted by the 
Nanaimo Tidesmen Chorus on April 12-13, 2013. They 
are enthusiastic and putting together a great time for all, 
including partner tours. HQ Hotel is the Coast Bastion 
and venue the beautiful Port Theatre. For information 
check out their website at www.tidesmen.com. The 
registration forms are posted there and you can do it all 
on line. All contestants must buy All Events registration 
($75). HQ Hotel is the Coast Bastion 1-800-716-6199 
quote “Barbershop”. 
 

Coquitlam Dogwood Pavilion Show May 10 
This is a major performance. Please plan your social 
calendar around it if possible. The chorus has a 
performance on Friday, May 10, at 7:30pm, at the 
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Dogwood Pavilion, 624 Poirier Street (corner of Poirier 
and Winslow) Coquitlam. This is a full concert of two 
45 minute sets with a 15 minute intermission. 
 

2013 District Convention in Boise, Idaho 
The Boise Chordsmen are hosting the District Contests 
and Convention October 18-19. Information is on-line at 
http://www.boisechordsmen.com/2013info.htm. All 
Events Registration is US$97 online, or US$107 by 
paper & mail; after September 30 it is US$127/$147. 
On-line/phone registration is through Brown Paper 
Tickets. HQ is the Grove Hotel and BBS discount rate 
for all hotels is only available through Global Travel 
SALLIL@globaltrav.com 1-208-387-1001, ext. 2215. 
 

Comment #Comment #Comment #Comment #88886666    by Bill Gibbons 

“When a barbershopper tells you, ‘I’m as good a singer 
as you are’ it means that he thinks he is better.” 
 

Deadline for the next issue is April 30, 2013  

CALENDAR 
 

2013  

March 29 Easter 
April 6  Retreat 9.00am rehearsal 
April 5-6  Division IV/Prelims, Eugene, OR 
April 12-13 Division I Convention Nanaimo 
April 18-20 SAI Regional, Surrey 
May 10 Show Dogwood Pavilion, Coquitlam 
June 11 GoF Annual General Meeting? 
June 21-23 HCNW, Tacoma, WA 
Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON 
Aug 30-Sept1 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 6-8 Retreat Squamish 
Sept 14 Singout St Stephens, Burnaby 
Oct 14 Thanksgiving 
Oct 15 GoF Election of Officers 
Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 
Dec 14 Christmas Show 
 

2014 

Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day 

April 4-5 Division I Convention Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 

Internationals 

2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Some Valentine’s Day Reponses 
……………………………………………………… 
Your quartet just left and my wife is on the moon! It 
exceeded my expectations! I got a lot of much needed 
brownie points today. Thank you very much. The guys 
had beautiful voices and were very professional.  
…………………………………………………. 
It was SO great to have you here! I figured you 
gentlemen were very busy on Valentine’s Day! It was 
the least we could do to promote your program, and we 
hope to see you again. The entire campus [BCIT] was 
buzzing about how wonderful you are! Take care and 
we’ll keep in touch. 

 
 
 
BCIT’s  
“Love 
  Fest” 

……………………………………………………….. 
Brenda absolutely loved it! She said it was the best 
Valentine's Day present she ever got. She became quite 
the star at her school thanks to the GOF fellas. Young 
girls were commenting how she must be her husband's 
princess.  
 

The quartet got to perform in front of a classroom full of 
Korean ladies and a few more spilled onto the hallway 
from the other classrooms when they heard the singing. 
The ladies all sighed at how wonderful they sounded. 
Brenda said they leaned over their desks with both hands 
under their chin with a dreamy look over their faces as 
they listened to the serenade. I bet none of them have 
ever heard barbershop before let alone live! Brenda said 
that it's going to be a cultural experience they will 
remember for a very long time.  
………………………………………. 
Thank you so much! Your barbershop quartet and their 
beautifully performed love songs provided me and my 
wife with a special Valentines that we will never forget. 
You made my wife cry; she could not believe I cared so 
much to do this for her. I can only hope that it will be 
my turn to be serenaded next year! Thank you again! 
………………………………………………………. 

George CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge Carlin----ismsismsismsisms    
Why do we sing “Take me out to the ball game” when 
we are already there? 

 

Groaners:Groaners:Groaners:Groaners:    
When you get a bladder infection urine trouble. 
 


