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Behind the Scenes – Behind the Music: Dinner Cabaret 

 
 

By Gordon Ross – Cabaret Chairman 

Well, another very successful cabaret 
by the GOF. The numbers are still 
coming in but, financially, it should 
be our most profitable yet. We were 
at 92% capacity (243 of 264 seats 
filled). The silent auction was 
extremely successful with only one 
item not sold. Selling the lottery 
tickets turned out to be more of a 

challenge than we thought but, thanks to the guys for the 
last minute push, we almost sold out. The 50/50 profit 
was double what we budgeted thanks to Clarence Stad 

& Jeremy Yang who did a great job selling the tickets. 
 

There are so many people to thank. I have already 
mentioned the committee members in a previous article 
so will not repeat other than to say everyone worked 
tirelessly to make sure the night came off without a 
hitch. I would like to also give a thanks to Dave 

Whittier our MC, Carl Gung our photographer, 
Dorothy Fallan for adding her "woman's touch" and 
Dave Ellis and all his "helpers" for taking on all the jobs 
that are necessary for the evening to run smoothly. I 
know there are others that I have not mentioned who did 
so much but I really appreciate everyone's efforts. It  

made my job so much easier (you wouldn’t know it by 
the worried look on my face for most of the evening). 
 

The guest performers were well received, the caricaturist 
was kept busy for most of the night and the wandering 
magician entertained people at their tables. From the 
feedback I received, everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
buffet dinner. I was a bit concerned about having it set 
up on the stage but it seemed to work well. Thanks to 
our helpers stationed at the bottom of the stage steps to 
make sure there were no falls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The guys really stepped it up a notch for the show and 
there were lots of complements regarding our 
performance. It seems when we are all having fun, and 
the audience is really turned on, we perform at our best. 
There was a slight technical glitch at the start of the 
show and it ran a bit over time which put us about half 
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an hour behind for the rest of the night. Everyone was 
enjoying the Bluegrass band so I had them play longer 
and we ran out of time for the dancing. I hope this was 
not too much of a disappointment for people. 
 

Finally, thanks to all the members who got out and sold 
cabaret tickets and lottery tickets. Although we always 
try and promote to the general public, it always seems to 
come down to the member's efforts determining how 
successful we are. [Late news: profit is over $13,000] 

          
Show Producer: Elie Savoie     Script & Techie: Rob Hood 
 

2012 Chapter Officers   
President 
Harry Gray        604-447-3749 
bunionbari@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com 
VP Chapter Development  
Carl Gung 604-594-7147 
csgung@gmail.com 
VP Communications & Promotion 
Ed Arnold 604-929-2904 
ed_arnold@telus.net  
Secretary 
Al Alain  604-464-7780 
ajalain@telus.net  
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 604-572-5588 
clarkrs4@telus.net  
Past President 
Doug Affleck 778-284-1179 
dhaffleck@gmail.com  
Board Members-at-Large 
Dave Whittier 604-466-2920 

scaribari@shaw.ca 
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
cometzger@shaw.ca  
Assistant Director 
Byron Walton 778-689-9337 
waltonbm@shaw.ca  
Youth in Harmony 
Bill Martin    604-291-1744 
billthebaritone@gmail.com 
 

        

Evergreen Shines in Portland 
The 2012 International Convention in Portland, OR July 
3-7 was, by all accounts, one of the most successful and 
enjoyable. Kudos to Bob Cox and his Salem crew who 
hosted it. Evergreen District were well represented in all 
the contests with the Salem Senate-Aires bringing home 
a 5th place bronze medal – the first EVG chorus medal in 
decades. Northwest Vocal Project were close behind in 
6th place and Bellevue were the chorus mic-testers. 
 

There were 6 local quartets out of 51 in contest with 2 
making the top 20: Via Voice placed 9th in their first 
International and Momentum came 13th. Semi finals 
mic-testers were Madison Park (21st) followed by 
Quadraphonics (27th), Glee Club Riot (32nd) and Code 

Blue (33rd). Collegiate contest had 23 quartets with 
HHHHHHHHHHHHHH placing 6th. 
 

 

Via Voice  
(left to right): 

Doug Broersma  

Joseph Livesey 

Mark Metzger 

Tom Metzger 

 
 

A footnote: SNOBS (Sweden) were well represented 
taking quartet and collegiate gold (Ringmasters & 

Lemon Squeezy) and 4th place chorus Zero8. New 
Zealand’s Musical Island Boys took quartet silver. 

Portland Highlights 
By Dave Ellis 

- The city itself: what a wonderful combination of great 
street-scapes and landscaping, preservation of older 
buildings juxtaposed with new, free travel on the Max 
LRT system, excellent restaurants and cafés, great park 
spaces and public squares, light traffic and a really great, 
youthful city vibe. 
- The weather: perfect throughout, our sweating eastern 
brethren must have thought they'd arrived in heaven! 
- The Harmony Jamboree: we scored centre front row 
seats in a small ballroom for The Masters of Harmony, 
Ringmasters, Musical Island Boys, Old School, ad 
infinitum, magic - at $43 the best value ticket of all.  
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- Getting to see Kentucky Vocal Union - three times! - 
once at their last late-night practice, once on Friday night 
at the Chorditorium, and once at the Chorus competition; 
their rendition of 'Footloose' was my personal highlight, 
fantastic - and no director. 
- Ringmasters of course; absolutely mesmerizing on 
stage; and they seem so genuine and humble. 
- Being privileged to watch the Musical Island Boys 
sing their ballad 'Lost Childhood' in the semi-finals: 
singularly the best ballad I have ever heard sung in my 
barbershop life, so moving and exquisite. 
- Easy travel: George Gregory and I spent $22 each on 
gas for his Prius, and 5 minutes total at the border for 
both trips.  
- 5 great barbershop days - helluva lot better than 
working! 

FortuneTeller is 
#9 in Contest 
The Society International 
Bulletin Contest is run by 
PROBE (Public Relations 
Officers & Bulletin Editors) 

but it was not open to the Evergreen District chapter 
bulletins for over a decade because we had no qualifying 
District Contest – with no District rep to organize it.    
 

However, the rules were changed this year to allow 
chapter bulletin editors to enter the international contest 
directly. So, two consecutive 2011 issues of the 
FortuneTeller were entered in contest for the first time 
this spring. The result: we came 9th amongst the Society 
Chapter Bulletins! 
 

              July 2012 

 Down  

   Memory Lane 
             By Ross Hood 
 

40 years ago this month (1972) 
 

We changed our practice time from 8:00 to 8:15. Things 
were different then, and still meeting on Monday night.  
Ben Fast (co-director with Gerry Staton at the time) 
stated that he felt the directors were working hard, but 
asked that the chorus members should be able to “sing 
his part, on pitch, using the proper dynamics and 
phrasing, by himself, to the best of his ability”. Wow, 
what a novel idea.  He states that he felt that “some I’m 
sure could do that, but quite a few could not, at the 
previous district contest where we placed fifth.   
 
 
 
 

30 years ago this month (1982) 
 

Well, we did it. Our first International contest, and we 
did-it-up proud, coming home with 10th place. At the 
time that was the highest any Evergreen chapter had 
placed. The champagne and cake celebration back in our 
hospitality room was a fitting climax to a very satisfying 

day, Byron Walton and Scott Lewis managed to 
smuggle the cake into Pittsburgh. When the score sheet 
finally arrived at the hotel showing the 10th place finish 
the roof of the Hyatt nearly came off. Vintage 81 – 

Marty Lovick, Wally Coe, Charlie Metzger and 
George Metzger also competed at Pittsburgh. Evidently 
Charlie was sick with stomach flu so they didn’t score as 
well as was expected.   
 

20 years ago this month (1992) 
 

Break-out sessions were being set up during the 
meetings with Tom Metzger, Ken Pask, Charlie 

Metzger and Elie Savoie providing the leadership in 
classes such as vocal production, stage presence and 
information for new and prospective members. Mike 

Gibbs was asking for registrations for the M.S.M.F.A. 
G.O.F.N.Q.M.A.C.M.B.S.S. (Mid Summer Madness 
First Annual Gentlemen Of Fortune Novice Quartet 
Marathon of A Capella Music in the Barbershop Style).  
(Never heard of the second annual). Sonic Boom – Dave 

Cotton, Dave Vincent, Mark Metzger and Tom 

Metzger placed in what was described as “a very nice” 

37th in the International contest in New Orleans. 

Executive Board Meeting  
By Al Alain 

Once again a full agenda was covered 
at the board meeting June 11

th
. An 

important topic is the possibility of 
adopting a community. Carl Gung 
has contacted several communities 
and the most positive response has 
come from Coquitlam, which would 
cover the Tri-Cities area. They 

requested a quartet appear before their committee in 
September and that we put forward our proposal at that 
time. More about this in the near future. 
 

It was decided to fund the Fall Retreat as we did last 
year subsidizing up to a maximum of $4,800, from the 
legacy funds if needed. Full participation by members is 
needed with a minimum of 45 attending. The July 3rd 
rehearsal was cancelled due to International Contest. 
 

Treasurer Rich Clark advised that the income statement 
and balance sheet reflect a positive situation however the 
Cabaret success will determine the extent to which we 
are able to move forward. 
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Secretary Al Alain raised a concern regarding leave of 
absence. It was noted that although we have 70 members 
identified by BHS we are actually functioning with 54 
active members. It was noted that really only fully paid 
up members should have access to the members only site 
and there should be a defined procedure for members to 
notify about going on leave of absence and status 
indicating such in groupanizer. 
 

Music and Performance VP George Gregory advised 
that the Cabaret is moving along under the control and 
management of the Cabaret Committee. There is an 
MLT meeting planned after International and job 
descriptions for Section Leaders will be on the agenda. 
 

Peter Lissett and Carl Gung are co-chairing the 
Christmas show and they advise that Via Voice has 
accepted the invitation to headline the show. Al Alain 
reported that we are registered to in the Fall District 
Competition. 
 

Marketing and Promotion VP Ed Arnold advised by 
email that the participation for show ticket sales and 
lottery ticket sales has only been done by just over 50% 
of the membership. The chorus will perform the 
National Anthem at the BC Lions Game September 15th 
and there is a 50/50 show Oct. 28th [rescheduled to 
November 4] at St. Catherine’s Anglican Church.  
 

Bylaw Revision is being considered as is the selection of 
a new charity that we can focus on. There was also 
discussion on creating a “Calendar of Events” on 
groupanizer to note regular chorus planned activities and 
the individuals responsible. 
 

The next BOD meeting is planned for Monday, July 16th 
at Rich Clark’s Condo Meeting Room. 

Barbershoppers of the Month 

June – Gordon Ross 
 

Well over a year ago Gord 
Ross took on the task of 
Chairing the 2012 Cabaret 
Committee. Through his 
guidance and hard work the, 
Silent Auction, Dinner Show, 
lotteries and entertainment 

came together and maintained the GoF’s reputation for 
staging such excellent extravaganzas. While kudos must 
go to many, many folk (mentioned elsewhere in this 
edition) it was Gordon who brought everything together. 
 
 

Happenings & Reminders 

Squamish Retreat: September 7-9  
We need you to mark your attendance intentions on 

Groupanizer........this is very important. 
In order for the retreat to work we need a minimum 

of 45 participants. We need you to be there. 
 

Our annual retreat will be here before we know it. This 
is a chapter function and all members are welcome. It is 
a good chance to hone your singing and performance 
skills and be coached by the best.  It goes without saying 
we will be working on our contest songs as well as the 
entire repertoire. If you plan to compete, it is the event to 
attend and we expect those competing to be there. It is 
also a great chance for camaraderie with the guys. 
 

You can't beat the price that includes all your meals, 
snacks and accommodations for 3 days and 2 nights. An 
added bonus this year is we will be in the new facility. 
Your reduced fee is only $115. The remainder is paid by 

the chapter. If you need some financial help to get 
there, in confidence, please see Harry Gray, we 
have the funds to help. Students are $57.50.  Please see 
Peter on Tuesdays to pay your money.  
 

New Members: For those that are new to the chorus, the 
dates are September 7, 8 & 9. The location is the North 
Vancouver Outdoor School just north of Squamish. We 
arrive early evening Friday and have our first practice 
about 7:00PM and then leave before noon on Sunday. 
Saturday night is our campfire night with guitars, 
ukuleles, spoons, etc. and some fun singing. If you play 
an instrument bring it along. You need to bring sleeping 
bag, pillow, towels, toiletries, munchies and beverages 

of choice; also a sweater and bathing suit. There is also 
a golf tournament for those interested, starting 
earlier Friday. We will give you more information 
closer to the date. If you have questions you can ask any 
of the seasoned members and they will be able to help.  
 

The GOF Retreat is the event of the year so please plan 
to attend. Go to Groupanizer today and mark your 

attendance. Thanks, Doug Affleck. 
 

Spokane District Convention 
September 28-30 is the Evergreen District Convention in 
Spokane, WA and the GoF are competing. Everybody 
who will be on stage must purchase an All-Events 
Ticket. Go to http://www.evergreen2012.com/  for 
registration and hotel info. You can register online 
through Brown paper Ticket for a $10 discount. Early 
Bird registration $80 by Aug 31st, $95 by Sept 21st, $125 
after that. HQ hotel is the DoubleTree Hilton Spokane 
Centre $99 s/d. Contact Doug Affleck for bus info.  
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Erratum Regarding my article in the FortuneTeller, 
please note that Clarence Stad was also in the chorus in 
Finland. Moe Jones. 
 

Comment #Comment #Comment #Comment #154154154154    by Bill Gibbons 

“What’s so difficult about forecasting the next 
International Quartet Champion? Over the past 5 years 
I’ve picked fourteen of them.” 
 

Deadline for the next issue is September 11, 2012  
    

CALENDAR 
 

2012 

July 29  Anacortes Salmon BBQ 
Aug 31-Sept 3 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 7-9 Retreat - Squamish 
Sept 15 Anthem – BC Lions 
Sept 28-30 District Convention Spokane, WA 
Oct 8  Thanksgiving 
Oct 16  GoF Election of Officers 
Oct 30-Nov 3 SAI International, Denver CO 
Nov 4  50/50 Show St Catherine’s N Vcr 
Dec 15  Christmas Show MJ Fox Theatre 
 

2013 

Jan 8-13 Midwinter International, Orlando 
Jan 18-19 QCED Show, Seaside OR 
Feb 11  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day  
March 29 Easter 
April 12-13 Division I Convention Nanaimo 
April 26-28  Division IV/Prelims, Eugene, OR 
Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON  
July 19-21 HCNW, Tacoma, WA 
Oct 14  Thanksgiving 
Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 
 

     
    Backspin Bluegrass Band  

 
[Photos by Carl Gung] 
 

 
 

Cabaret & Show People 

 

          
Auction: Jim Gibson      Tickets: Don Giles 

                                    
                   
Doorman (left): 

Jim Bates 

 
Coat Check (Right): 

Tucker Goodwin 

    
 
 
 
 
          

 

                   
Show MC: Evani Goll    Cabaret MC: Dave Whittier 

 
    Dinner Buffet on stage 

   
 
 
Johnnyboy 

Jazz Quartet 
 
 
 
 
 


