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A Contrary Christmas 

 
 

This year’s Annual Show was different in a number of 
ways: it was held in a completely different venue – the 
James Cowan Theatre in Burnaby; there were at least 7 
new members in their first GoF show; the guest stars 
were a mixed a cappella chorus – Soundscape; the GoF 
did not wear any of their uniforms (this has to be a first); 
it was written and produced entirely by Al Alain; and 
the matinee and evening shows were sold out.   
 

 
 

The visual impact was exciting with half the chorus in 
exotic summer shirts and shorts and the other half in 
winter scarves, hats, gloves and ski gear. Al’s script gave 
the actors a chance to play off the “Contrary” views of 
Christmas holidays and the occasional missed cue kept 
the audience amused. The scene was set with the hot and 
cold back drops plus dancing Santa and Snowman in the 
wings (thanks to Ray Fallan and Gar Discher).  
 

Judging by the audience applause and comments the 
singing was greatly appreciated. With Charlie Metzger 

and Byron Walton directing the GoF sang well and, 
having prepared for the new CD recording, the carols 

were their best ever. Donya Metzger’s direction of 
Soundscape’s a cappella arrangements and close 
harmony provided a unique contrast from barbershop.  
Antique Gold (Dave Anderson, George Wakeham, 

George & Charlie Metzger) and The Ringers (Bill 

Lake, Paul Peachey, Al Alain, Bert Paquet) were 
warmly received but paled against the crowd pleaser 
Holly & the Crickets (Ezra Parker, Travis Gamble, 

Jeremy Yang, Ray Fallan). As always Holly’s singing 
(?) brought the house down. 
 

    
          Antique Gold   The Ringers 
 

         
  Holly & the Crickets 
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2012 Chapter Officers   
President 
Harry Gray        604-447-3749 
bunionbari@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
ggregory@gregoryandgregory.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Carl Gung 604-594-7147 
csgung@gmail.com 
VP Communications & Promotion 
Ed Arnold 604-929-2904 
ed_arnold@telus.net  
Secretary 
Al Alain  604-464-7780 
ajalain@telus.net  
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 604-572-5588 
clarkrs4@telus.net  
Past President 
Doug Affleck 778-284-1179 
dhaffleck@gmail.com  
Board Members-at-Large 
Sean Murch 604-765-1435 

sean.murch@me.com 
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
cometzger@shaw.ca  
Assistant Director 
Byron Walton 778-689-9337 
waltonbm@shaw.ca  
Youth in Harmony 
Bill Martin    604-291-1744 
billthebaritone@gmail.com  

Christmas Singouts 
By Paul Peachey 

Crofton Manor – November 23 
This was the first venue for a series of 
four singouts over the Christmas season. I 
couldn’t specifically remember being 
there last year and it seemed like it took 
forever to drive there. They had asked us 
not to be heavy on the Christmas Carol 

side of life, so the bulk of our performance was regular 
repertoire. This was a “cramped” venue for us to sing in 
and I didn’t find it particularly audience friendly. The 
performance by Antique Gold was solid (although we 
were taking bets that Dr. Dave would make it). I thought 
the performance was adequate (not our best, but not our 
worst either) and the audience appreciated some of the 
songs we sang. 
 

Fleetwood Centre – November 26 
This is a venue that gives the impression that the 
audience anticipates this as a yearly event, thoroughly 

enjoys having us sing and perform for them, and wants 
us back. They did want to hear our Christmas Carol 
repertoire and we gave it to them. Charlie led all present 
in a sing-along (even providing some technical detail 
about ascending/descending scales); in fact he led us 
through both sides of the carol sheet. Another good 
performance by Antique Gold was well received. The 
audience enjoyed themselves and I believe we did as 
well. One of our better efforts. I look forward to going 
back there again next year. 
 

Lougheed Mall – December 11 
 

 
 

This was fun last year and it was a lot of fun again this 
year. I noticed in passing that we even had people 
stopping, listening and applauding while we were 
warming up outside our assigned dressing room. Did 
anyone else notice that all the chairs were filled, even as 
we were walking out to take our places on the riser 
stage? Lots of people stopped to listen, lots of people 
were singing along with us, and lots of people had 
smiles on their faces which I believe is one of our goals. 
Antique Gold rocked again (is there a pattern showing 
here?) and George Gregory did a marvellous job trying 
to recruit from the audience. After the performance, 
some of us were asked to revert to form and take a ride 
on the train; we did and tried to sing Let It Snow, 

however, there was 
a big hole in the 
train crew in that no 
basses were on 
board (so we 
winged it)……lots 
of fun at this venue 
and a good solid all 
round performance. 

 

Century House – December 13 
This was the last of the year’s singouts prior to the 
Show, and another venue with an appreciative audience. 
We gave them a “scripted” performance as a precursor to 
how the show would be presented (with some things to 
be done in the show not presented). Again, Antique Gold 
sang beautifully and the new quartet “Ringers” had the 
opportunity to give their initial performance in public as 
part of a singout. This was another fun evening and the 
performance was well presented and well received. 
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 Down  

   Memory Lane 
             By Ross Hood 
 

40 years ago this month (1971) 
 

The December issue of the Reflections was my last issue 
after 4 years. From that point I went on to edit the 
district news letter the TIMBRE which at that time was 
mailed to everyone in the district.  President Bob Blair 

was ready to hand over the operation of the chapter to 
the new executive for ’72 which included only one 
member who is still around helping the chapter - Rob 

Hood. We donated $500.00 for Children with hearing 
handicaps. 
 

30 years ago this month (1981) 
 

We held our Installation banquet at the Squire Inn in 
December. Tucker Goodwin, District Vice President, 
installed the officers with George Metzger passing the 
gavel on to Orland Lee. We retired the chapter bulletin 
Lake City Reflections because we were no longer the 
Lake City Chorus. We had become the Burnaby 

Chorus and known as the Gentlemen of Fortune, so we 
were looking for a bulletin name. Orland suggested The 

Fortune Teller which stuck. 42 members, including 
wives, showed up at Orland’s for a great New Year’s 
Eve party even though we had a major dump of snow. 
 

20 years ago this month (1991) 
 

Rob Hood wrote an article outlining his last two years 
as president and remembering the fun and fellowship of 
our trip to New York and Carnegie Hall. With the help 
of the Kavic Family we found a new home at a Private 
College in Coquitlam. At the time the Chorus had the 
Award of Harmony which was presented to someone in 
the community who had shown by their efforts to have 
made our world a better place of harmony for all. It was 
presented to Barbara Stewart, a woman who worked 
for many years on the Board of the Variety Club. She 
was considered the best of 8 nominees. I don’t remember 
the award being presented after that.  

2011 Awards: Call for 
Nominations 
It is time to recognize members of our 
barbershop family who have made 
outstanding contributions over the 
past year (and longer). Each year four 
formal GoF awards are presented - 
they are listed below. 
 

Submit your nominations to any member of the Awards 
Committee: Peter Lissett plissett@shaw.ca or Ed 

Arnold ed_arnold@telus.net  by Tuesday, January 10, 

2012. Nominations should include the name of the 
candidate and reason for nomination. Wives and/or 
significant others may nominate for the BWOTY award. 
Don’t worry if you can’t remember all of the 
contributions your nominee has made during the year. 
With your help the awards committee will research each 
nominee and prepare a list of qualifying criteria.  
 

Hall of Fame 
 

This is the highest award that can be bestowed upon a 
chapter member, who has been with the GoF for at least 
10 years. It is primarily based on contributions, of an 
exceptional nature, over a long period of one’s 
barbershop life, to the GoF, but could include 
contributions to barbershop in general.  
Past Recipients: Charlie Metzger, Chester Colpitts, Elie 
Savoie, Marty Lovick, George Meehan, Tom Bates, 
Realtime and Antique Gold. 
 

Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) 
 

The criteria for this award are really wide open and all 
encompassing (with the exception of the criteria for the 
Barbershop Fellowship Award below). It includes 
contributions in any area of barbershop activity whether 
it is musical or administrative. They may have been 
within the chapter or external (District or Society-wide). 
Can be won more than once.  
 

Barbershop Fellowship Award (BFA) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     

This award recognizes someone who has demonstrated a 
high degree of fellowship, love and harmony toward his 
fellow chapter members. The focus here is on the first 
phrase of our mission statement (‘Working together in 

fellowship . . . ’). Can be won more than once. 
 

Barbershop Woman of the Year (BWOTY) 
 

The criteria for this award are wide open and all 
encompassing. They may include, but not be limited to, 
contributions in the areas of makeup, costuming, special 
events, social events, conventions, etc. 
Can be won more than once. 
 

Consider which of your fellow members (and the ladies) 
deserve special recognition for the contributions they 
have made. There are many who have worked hard on 
your behalf over this past year and before, so get your 
nominations in to Peter or Ed by Tuesday, Jan 10. 
Voting takes place on January 31 and our four 
distinguished awards will be presented at the Annual 
Awards Banquet on February 25

th
.        
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Our New President – Harry Gray 
By Peter Lissett 

It is with great pleasure that I 
introduce our President for 2012, 
Harry Gray. Harry has been a 
member of the GoF for a quarter 
century. He served on the Board of 
Directors many years ago and was 
President in 2000. In between times, 
he’s chaired the organizing 
committees for the last three District 

Conventions that we’ve hosted. I’ve no doubt that he has 
done the same for any number of our Division 
Conventions. He’s also been quietly serving on various 
committees, and the Board, for the Evergreen District 
over the years. As if all these contributions weren’t 
enough, he has also been producing the FortuneTeller 

for the last five or six years. I believe that the GoF will 
have a very good year with such great experience at the 
helm. Thank you, Harry! 

Barbershopper of the Month 
December – Al Alain 

“A Contrary Christmas” the GoF 
annual show was a great success in a 
new venue – the James Cowan 
Theatre in Burnaby. Preparation of 
the songs and carols started early and 
most were recorded for a CD. Al 

Alain also started early working on 
ideas, and then the script, to hang it 
all together. Fourteen actors told the 

story of the “sun lovers” versus the “winter lovers”. In 
the end all combined to celebrate a Vancouver Christmas 
(wet - white or green). Al not only wrote the script and 
chose the actors, but he also coached them and the 
chorus while producing the show.  

What the Director’s Discussed 
By Peter Lissett 

The most recent Board meeting was 
at Me-N-Ed’s on November 22

nd.  
Welcome guests were Harry Gray 
and Gary Korstrom. Both these 
gentlemen will be busy with duties 
on behalf of the chorus next year.  
Here are some highlights:- 
 

There was no startling news from Honorary Treasurer 
Rich Clark. Things are tight but we have operating 
funds for the near future. 
 

VP Music & Performance George Gregory stated that 
he was happy! The level of singing was improving. He 

suggested a MLT meeting on December 10th with the 
agenda open for points of discussion.  He advised that 
the Annual Planning meeting was scheduled for 
February 4th, 2012, (confirmed at Dennis Burich’s 
complex in New West). He added that he had secured a 
volunteer to run the Valentines Singouts.  
 

Peter Lissett, as Christmas Show Chairman, gave an 
account as to how things stood with preparations for the 
Christmas Show. He reported that things were well in 
hand with speaking parts personnel selected and a small 
chorus practicing Freddie Feelgood and The Beachboys 
medley. The stage design and building crew, Ray Fallan 

and Gar Discher, had visited the theatre with Peter and 
Carl.  Mic positioning, lighting, etc. were discussed. 
 

Peter added that Ed Arnold has stepped in on the 
marketing front. Long term care homes have been 
contacted. Al Alain has promised a publicity article to 
be sent to various outlets such as Burnaby Now. In hand 
were:  door prizes acquisition, 50/50 draw tickets and 
gaming licence. Insurance has taken quite a lot of toing 
and froing – Rich Clark was handling this. 
 

VP Chapter Development, Carl Gung, reported that two 
individuals had found the rehearsal they attended rather 
intimidating. He stated that we had three new members. 
 

Peter Lissett presented VP Marketing, Ed Arnold’s 
report in his absence. The report delineated the singouts 
that had been booked, where they were and how many 
members had updated their groupanizer account to say 
they were coming.  
 

Ed also indicated in his report that Ray had found out 
that the black and white chorus shoes were no longer 
available so we might have to revert to the old ones.  
This might lead us into resurrecting the white jackets; 
maybe a good thing with two GoF chorus outfits. 
 

Harry Gray, 2012 President, distributed his 
recommendations for the meetings schedule for 2012 
complete with Division and District Convention dates. 
 

Charlie Metzger expressed concern as to the amount of 
rehearsal time that was taken up for qualifications. This 
was discussed with several recommendations being 
offered. Also, rather than taking up rehearsal time to 
introduce new music, it was decided that chorus 
members could do the work at home. 
 

Following a request by Sean Murch, Harry produced a 
quarterly FortuneTeller for publicity purposes. 
 

Peter Lissett reported that the date for the Installation & 

Awards Dinner would be Saturday, February 25
th at 

the same venue as this year, the Royal Canadian Legion, 
and that Doug Affleck would be organizing it again. 
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Happenings & Reminders 
Christmas CD Recordings 
When:  Saturday January 14 – 9.00am to 12.00 
Where: Mt Seymour United Church 
What: Jingle bell Rock, Let It Snow. Winter 
Wonderland, We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
All qualified singers needed. 
January 3 - Section accuracy & unity – Jingle/Snow 
    - Ensemble Sound & Performance  
January 10 - As Above – Winter/Wish you a Merry 
 

Contest Preparation 
Jeanie - Video feed back on mood clarity 
 - Sections on section unity/tuning 
HSL - Story Board Session on mood progression 

- Video feed back on moves/mood clarity 
- Sections on accuracy/tuning/unity 

 - Notes/breaths/words requalification 
 

GoF Planning Meeting 
On Saturday February 4

th the annual planning meeting 
starts at 9:00(sharp) at: 2nd Floor 1185 Quayside Dr New 
Westminster. The chorus planning-brainstorming 
meeting lasts about 3 hours. The agenda will be designed 
to discuss and develop consensus of the chorus about: 
- where we are, 
- where we are going, 
- where we ought to be going, 
- how to get where we want to be, and 
- anything else that seems worthwhile to talk about.  
All who have attended these in the past have found them 
productive and well worth the time. 
All members are invited. Help to plan our/your future. 
 

Random & Visiting Quartets 
The most recent quartets to entertain us at break were: 

Chief and Warriors: (David Anderson, Gerry 

Borden, Jean Michel Mistrot, Lawrence Spencer) 

with “The Secret of Christmas”; Christmas Knights: 

(Ezra Parker, Laurie Dye, Peter Lissett, Harry Gray) 

with “The First Noel”; Christmas Presents (verb): 

(Shoji Whittier, John Van Zanten, Jeremy Wong, 

Ray Fallan) with “The Secret of Christmas”; The 

WRAPpers: (Wilf Martin, Ron Maki, Arthur Loyie, 

Paul Peachey) with “Winter Wonderland”; The Tree 

Trimmers: (Arthur Loyie, Rich Clark, David Jones, 

Gordon Ross) with “Let it Snow”; The Sleigh 

Riders:  (Bill Martin, Travis Gamble, Bert Paquet, 

Dave Meehan) with “Winter Wonderland”; The 

Snow Builders: (Clarence Stad, Arthur Sanderson, 

David Meehan, Tim Dirks) with “Let it Snow”; and 

The Snow-Tired: (Dave Anderson, Gerry Borden, 

Dave Whittier, Tucker Goodwin) with “Jingle Bell 

Rock”. 

Comment #Comment #Comment #Comment #104104104104 by Bill Gibbons 

“If there is a nit to be picked, you can bet on the baritone 
to do it.” 
  

Deadline for the next issue is January 24, 2012  
    

CALENDAR 
 

2012 
Jan 14 CD Recording N Vancouver 
Jan 17-22 Midwinter International, Tucson, AZ 
Jan 20-21 QCED Show, Seaside, OR 
Feb 4 GoF Planning Meeting, New West 
Feb 14 Valentine’s Day 

Feb 25 GoF Awards & Installation, Legion  
Mar 30/31 Division I Convention Abbotsford 
April 6 Easter 
April 22 50/50 Show New West 
April 27-28 Division II/Prelims, Auburn, WA 
June 12 GoF Annual General Meeting 
June 23 GoF Cabaret  
July 1-8  International, Portland, OR 
July 20-22 HCNW, Tacoma, WA 
Sept 7-9 Retreat 

Sept 28-30 District Convention Spokane, WA 
Oct 8 Thanksgiving 
Oct 16 GoF Election of Officers 
Oct 30-Nov 3 SAI International, Denver CO 
 

2013 
Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON 
Oct 11-13 District Convention Boise, ID 

 

Puns for Educated Minds:Puns for Educated Minds:Puns for Educated Minds:Puns for Educated Minds:    
####11117777: A backward poet writes inverse. 
 

Dilbert’s Rules of Order 
#25: Only the mediocre are at their best all 
the time. 
 

George CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge Carlin----iiiismssmssmssms    
Do people in Australia call the rest of the 
world “up over”? 

 

Happy 30Happy 30Happy 30Happy 30thththth Birthday to the FortuneTeller Birthday to the FortuneTeller Birthday to the FortuneTeller Birthday to the FortuneTeller    

                                            


