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2014 The Year That Has Been 
John Newell 
 
• John Newell became Director at this time a year ago. 
• We bade farewell to some members. David Jones 

retired after many years of dedicated service. 
Our President, Bert Paquet, will soon depart for 
Winterpeg.  Godspeed, gentlemen! 

• A tough year for Bill Lake with his radiation 
treatment. Great to see him on the way back. We 
almost didn't have Gary Korstrom at District 
convention, but he was there like a trouper. 

• We welcomed back several returning members - Doug 
Walton, Rick Morrison, Richard Smorenburg, 
Paul Peachey, Jim Gibson, Mac Matheson, and 
Don Klassen.   

• We welcomed some superb new members - Corey 
Dries, Garrett White, Fred Nienaber, and Liam 
Coughlan. 

• Outstanding member recruiting this year, led by Sean 
Murch, who has an incredible knack for bringing 
in new guys. 

• This time last year, contest songs were chosen and 
distributed (For Sale, One Broken Heart and 
The Band Played On). 

• Contest songs for 2015 are already in circulation, with 
one very much underway. 

• When I joined, there was a huge concern about 
problems learning notes and words properly. A 
year later, that issue is vastly improved. 

• Eight quartets - yes, EIGHT - did a sensational job in 
February for Singing Valentines! Way to 
represent, guys! 

• Division contest in March - Most Improved Chorus 
Award! 

• District contest in September - Most Improved Chorus 
Award and we are back into the District top 5! 

• We hosted the District convention and did so 
BRILLIANTLY thanks to everyone's work, led 
superbly by Moe Jones, Harry Gray and the 
team. 

• Retreat in September was a roaring success with 
coaching from Jordan Travis. 

 

 
Fossil Fuel (Bill Martin, George Gregory, David 
Anderson, Robb Sorensen) wins the Evergreen 
District Seniors Quartet Championship for 2014 
 
• During 2014, we had coaching from Jordan Travis, 

Adrian Leontovich, Alex Morris, Robb 
Sorensen, and Marty Lovick. 

• Often taken for granted is Jim Bates who is here early 
every week setting up risers, who locks up after 
everyone is gone, and who also blows the pitch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Often taken for granted is Carl Gung who helps new 

members with info/support, coordinates 
uniforms, takes photos, takes videos and uploads 
them, even prints the riser placements. 

• Behind the scenes, the Board has done an outstanding 
job all year.  

• Each section of the chorus has been wonderful. 
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◦ Leads - Most Improved Section. 
◦ Basses - Most Adaptable and Most Improved 

Unit Sound. 
◦ Baritones - Most Unified Section and the 

Mightiest "Small" Section. 
◦ Tenors - Most Resilient and Selfless. Many 

times there have been only one or two 
guys carrying the can, without a word of 
complaint. 

• Let us recognize the brilliant work of our Assistant 
Director, Lead Section Leader, and Society 
Board Member - Gerry Borden. 

• We have done several Christmas gigs and brought joy 
to many. Well done to Ed Arnold for securing 
and organizing these gigs. 

• Our Christmas show was outstanding!  
Congratulations to Al Alain, others who took on 
leadership roles, and everyone who helped out. 

• 2015... 
◦ Contest songs are chosen, distributed and in 

progress. 
◦ Coaching will be worked out soon. 
◦ Retreat weekend is reserved. 
◦ Gerry and I hope to be at Harmony University 

in July to do formal director training. 
And much more! 
 
 

 
Fandango 

 
 
Dilbert ’s  Rules  of  Order:  
 
A	  day	  without	  sunshine	  is	  like	  night.	  

 
 

2014 District Convention Highlights 
 
Elevator tagging with Travis, Aslam, Lisa Hood and 
Ezra until 3am, in order to escape the cops! Sean 
Murch   Since I was sailing the Costa Brava 

during the convention, the highlights for me were 
singing Son of the Sea while Jim Gibson was 
manoeuvring 10 -15 ft swells (fierce were the swells 
as they crashed on us). Gord   It’s always 
great for me to get together with old friends who 
I’ve grown up with because I’ve been with the 
society for such a long time.  It was also great 
working with the entire convention team, and gave 
me a great sense of pride to see everyone in the 
GOF working so well together to make the 
convention such a resounding success.  I heard the 
comment from almost all of the VIP’s we hosted 
that the GOF do it right. Mac  I realize that 
this was at home for us, but, I did think it was 
organized as well as any I've attended. I also felt 
that the atmosphere was a lot "closer" than others 
I've attended (meaning us, competitors and the 
audience itself). The venue was outstanding...a full 
theater with an enthusiastic audience really gave it 
an ambience different than say Spokane. I also felt 
that the chorus, as a whole, was really bonded 
(which is in itself a revelation) and that we would 
do honorable battle for each other at all costs....the 
chorus is evolving, and having been away from it 
for almost 3/4 of a year, this is what I really felt was 
a highlight for me.  In Harmony, Paul I 
participated in Harmony Platoon for the first time, 
and enjoyed it immensely. It was the most intensive 
round of quartetting that I have ever done.  Learning 
to sing four new songs on demand in about three 
months was challenging but the songs were 
enjoyable. The qualification process was singing the 
songs for the first time with three other guys and for 
the most part all participants were well prepared. 
The contest round of three sessions was well 
organized by Don Salz, assisted by David Mirhady, 
and this was capped off by a performance of the 
group in the chorus contest. At the next district, the 
GOF won’t be involved in organizing, so the 
participation by the GOF guys should increase.  
Rich  I had six guests who had never seen 
a barbershop performance besides The Simpsons 
and The Music Man.  They were all blown away by 
the impact of hearing two National anthems being 
sung by 500+ people in 4-part harmony.  Pierre
 One of my highlights was taking a small part 
in making the convention the success it was.  I had 
great pleasure working with such talented GOF’ers 
that knew what had to be done, and then did it!  The 
organization led by Moe and his team worked really 
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well J Laurie Joining the Harmony Platoon this 
convention was a great experience meeting barber 
shoppers from around the District which otherwise I 
would not have met.  I highly recommend that all 
members of the GOF give this a try for the 
"Valentine Platoon" being organized by Dave for 
February and again for next District in the fall 
at Spokane.  Jim Lohnes  
 

 
Abby Road (Pierre Carignan, Richard Smorenburg, Gerry 
Borden, ? Klassen) 
 
A tremendously enjoyable and memorable 
weekend! Starting with the Harmony Platoon, 
where I sang in pick up quartets with new and old 
friends, and then in a chorus of 50+ on the contest 
stage. Amazing how a group who know their words 
and notes can sing so well together right off the bat.  
Saturday night’s show was a night to remember. 
Being in the Chandos Pattison Auditorium again 
and continuing the GoF tradition of piping in VIP’s; 
the standing ovations for Donny Rose and Steve 
Morin (plus spouses); the packed QCED Afterglow 
back at the hotel (in spite of the poor sound system).  
Harry Gray I want to thank all of you for being a 
part of a very successful Evergreen District 2014 
Convention.  Your participation as a volunteer, host, 
and those with specific duties, truly represents the 
spirit of the Gentlemen of Fortune.  You have made 
us proud to be one of the most respected Chapters in 
the Evergreen District. THANK YOU  Moe, 
Convention Chair  44 years  and several hundred 
chorus contests,  this one was, as usual, one of the 
best. (each year it seems to be the Best! )  Our GOF 
chorus did well, we broke in our new Director John 
Newell, we organized one of the best District 
Conventions (as usual).  My Thunderbird Chorus 
did fine, all happy. I had no problem changing form 
one chorus to the other. Sat. nite dinner 
arrangements were good.  Afterglow was 
ok. Arrived home Sunday morn in time to take my 
wife to church, so keeping the “home fires “ 

happy.  Fun and games!!  Tucker  The 
relaxed, "no drama" professionalism of the GOF's 
entire convention team. They may not have felt 
relaxed and in control, but they sure made everyone 
else feel like nothing was a problem.  It was a real 
joy and honour to share the stage with all my GOF 
family and have a great time singing together.  John 
Newell    
 

 
Fossil Fuel (Bill Martin, George Gregory, Robb Sorensen, 
David Anderson) 
 
I was never so pleased to see Donnie Rose win both 
the quartet & chorus competition, it was well 
deserved. Rod  
 

 
Madison Park (Jeremiah Pope, Brian Hamm, Donny Rose, 
Wes Yoder) 
 
For me, the convention was a great time to see old 
friends again, learned new tags with new friends 
and some Evergreen greats!  Drank too much but 
had a blast.  Got to spend time with my dad as he 
came down from 100 Mile House to support the 
chorus.  Singing on the contest stage with the 
chorus again re-invigorated me and reminded me 
why I love this hobby.  It felt great to help out with 
the convention and make people happy and the 
contest a success.  Doug Walton 
 
A lexophile once said, 
A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
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Au revoir, Bert ! 
 
………………………………………………………. 
George Carlin-isms 
How do you write zero in Roman numerals? [Ed. Early 
mediaeval writers wrote N for nulla (none).] 
 

 
A Christmas soiree afterglow pickup quartet featuring 
Tucker Goodwin, Jim Lohnes, Doug Walton, and Al Alain 

 
2015 Chapter Leadership  
President 
Jim Lohnes 604-467-3507 jimlohnes@telus.net 
VP Music & Performance 
Malcolm Matheson  604-945-7522 
mac@kitchenideacentre.com 
VP Chapter Development 
Aslam Nathoo 604-649-5809 aslam@13thfloor.com 
VP PR & Marketing 

Garrett White 416-220-9925 g_white@live.ca 
Secretary 
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 dmirhady@sfu.ca 
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 43richclark@gmail.com 
Assistant Treasurer 
Gary Korstrom 604-273-2266 
glkorstrom23@hotmail.com 
Past President 
George Gregory 604-879-george@gregorylaw.ca 
Board Members-at-Large 
Carl Gung 604-594-7147  cgung@telus.net 
Peter Krois 604-888-4106  pkrois@telus.net 
Rod MacLeod 604-209-5954  macleodrd@shaw.ca 
Musical Director 
John Newell 604-942-5367 newelljs@gmail.com 
Associate Director 
Gerry Borden 604-850-0789 gborden@uniserve.com 
Sing Canada Harmony Liaison 
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 dmirhady@sfu.ca  
Chapter Chorus Contact  
Jim Bates 604-619-8660 jstbates@telus.net 
Chapter Sunshine Chairman  
David Ellis 604-872-3500 dfearch@gmail.com 
 
 
          

 
GOF @ 2014 Evergreen District Convention 
 
 

 
When Christmas Comes to Town . . .  
 
Rubberneck 
What you do to relax your wife. 
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Harmony College Northwest 
 
Over 300 barbershoppers of all genders and ages gather 
in Tacoma the 3rd weekend in June for outstanding 
instruction, great food, and wonderful fellowship.  Be 
there ! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Deadline for the next issue is January 28, 2015  
 
CALENDAR 
 
2015 
Jan 6-11  (New Orleans, LA) BHS Midwinter 

Convention 
Jan 31 Regional Leadership Academy, 

Federal Way 
Feb 13-14 Valentine’s Blitz 
March 27-28 Division 1 Convention, Bellingham 
June 19-21 Harmony College NW, Tacoma 
Jun 28-July 5 International Pittsburgh 
July 26-Aug 2 Harmony U, Nashville, TN 

 
 

The last word 
Show me a barbershopper who has his feet firmly on the 
ground; I’ll show you a man who can’t take his pants 
off. 

 
Reflections on Retirement
I used to be indecisive.  Now I’m not so sure. 


