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Our website needs renewal 
 
 
By David Mirhady 
 

Please take a look at the following web sites:  

www.sing4fun.ca  www.capitalcitychorus.org    

www.lionsgatechorus.ca www.northernlightschorus.com 

Which do you like most?  Our website needs an 
overhaul, and the board is considering alternatives.  The 
first three of these are done on the Groupanizer platform, 
the fourth employs a professional firm.  Regardless of 
which platform is used, the website also needs someone 
to take on the job.  Will you be the one? 

 

Uniform Retrieval and Record Keeping 

                             
Dave Ellis is taking on the job of retrieving uniforms for 
former and inactive members.  If you have one that is 
not being used, let Dave know: dfearch@gmail.com  

Carl Gung has taken on the role of being the new GoF 
wardrobe guy.  Many thanks go out to Ray Fallan, who 
has done an excellent job these past years, of ensuring 
that the chorus members are well fitted and are looking 
their best when in performance.   Carl would like to 
update our uniform inventory.   Please let him know the 
following about your uniform:  jacket size, pant size, 
shirt size, shoe, vest size, and whether you have a 
pocketchief: cgung@telus.net 

 

  Youth in Harmony  
By Sean Murch  
A few people approached me last week and were curious 
about why there were a group of young men singing 
with Charlie at Como Lake United on Tuesday.  Let me 
explain, for everyone's benefit: 

We need younger members to sustain our chorus in the 
long term, given our aging demographic.  As VP of 
chapter development, I put together a plan to reach out to 
local Secondary and Post Secondary Schools in the 
GVRD.  That plan has now been funded, in part, by Sing 
Harmony Canada.  Many thanks to Gerry Borden and 
David Mirhady for consulting on this effort!  As a result, 
Gord Ross (who has kindly volunteered to help with 
this) and I are trying to put together a youthful 
demonstration quartet that can sing out at the schools. 
 Interest from teachers has been very high!  We will then 
recruit other youth from the schools to form a number of 
quartets, for whom we will then host a competition 
event.  We are hoping, if the quality level is adequate for 
the winning quartet, that we can put them forward as mic 
testers at District this year.  The purpose of all of this is 
to increase awareness of (and access to) barbershop 
singing for youth in the GVRD.  We are hoping to 
cooperate with the Lions Gate Chorus and other 
choruses in this effort as well.  Charlie has volunteered 
to coach our demonstration quartet on Tuesdays before 
rehearsal, at Como Lake.  This is very handy for those us 
in the GOF, and we are grateful to Charlie for 
accommodating us on the time and place.  We still need 
more volunteers to coach and adjudicate for the eventual 
new quartets, so if you are interested in getting involved, 
let Gord Ross or myself know!  Hope that clears up the 
mystery.  The current folks participating in the youth 
demonstration quartet are:  Taro Whittier, Shoji 
Whittier, Carson Lee and Paul Kamo.  So you may see 
them kicking around too, before rehearsal.   
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2014 Chapter Officers   
President 
Bert Paquet 604-468-0434 
winedinegolf@shaw.ca  
VP Music & Performance 
Pierre Carignan 778-298-8905 
pcarignan@gmail.com  
VP Chapter Development  
Sean Murch 604-929-0105 
sean.murch@me.com   
VP PR & Marketing 
Jim Lohnes 604-467-3507 
jimlohnes@telus.net   
Secretary 
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca 
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 
43richclark@gmail.com  
Past President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
ggregory@gregoryandgregory.ca 
Board Members-at-Large 
Carl Gung  604-594-7147 
cgung@telus.net 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net 
Rod MacLeod 604-209-5954 
macleodrd@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
John Newell 604-5367 
newelljs@gmail.com   
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca 

 2013 Awards: Call for 
Nominations 
It is time to recognize members of our 
barbershop family who have made 
outstanding contributions over the 
past year (and longer). Each year four 
formal GoF awards are presented - 
they are listed below. 
 
Submit your nominations to any member of the Awards 
Committee: Peter Lissett plissett@shaw.ca or Don 
Giles dongiles@shaw.ca  by Tuesday, February 25, 
2014. Nominations should include the name of the 
candidate and reason for nomination. Wives and/or 
significant others may nominate for the BWOTY award. 
Don’t worry if you can’t remember all of the 
contributions your nominee has made during the year. 
With your help the awards committee will research each 
nominee and prepare a list of qualifying criteria.  
 

Hall of Fame 
This is the highest award that can be bestowed upon a 
chapter member, who has been with the GoF for at least 
10 years. It is primarily based on contributions, of an 
exceptional nature, over a long period of one’s 
barbershop life, to the GoF, but could include 
contributions to barbershop in general.  
Past Recipients: Charlie Metzger, Chester Colpitts, Elie 
Savoie, Marty Lovick, George Meehan, Tom Bates, 
Realtime, Antique Gold and Moe Jones. 
 
Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) 
The criteria for this award are really wide open and all 
encompassing (with the exception of the criteria for the 
Barbershop Fellowship Award below). It includes 
contributions in any area of barbershop activity whether 
it is musical or administrative. They may have been 
within the chapter or external (District or Society-wide). 
Can be won more than once.  
 
Barbershop Fellowship Award (BFA)                                                                                                                                                                                                             
This award recognizes someone who has demonstrated a 
high degree of fellowship, love and harmony toward his 
fellow chapter members. The focus here is on the first 
phrase of our mission statement (‘Working together in 
fellowship . . . ’). Can be won more than once. 
 
Barbershop Woman of the Year (BWOTY) 
The criteria for this award are wide open and all 
encompassing. They may include, but not be limited to, 
contributions in the areas of makeup, costuming, special 
events, social events, conventions, etc. 
Can be won more than once. 
 
Consider which of your fellow members (and the ladies) 
deserve special recognition for the contributions they 
have made. There are many who have worked hard on 
your behalf over this past year and before, so get your 
nominations in to Peter or Don by Tuesday, Feb 25. 
Voting takes place on March 11 and our four 
distinguished awards will be presented soon after. 
        
  
 
Dilbert’s Rules of Order 
#27: When you don’t know what to do, walk fast and 
look worried.  
 
George Carlin-isms 
Are part-time chorus directors semi-conductors? 
 



 3 

Executive Board Meetings  
Board Meetings this year will be held at 6 PM on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at Como Lake United.  All are 
welcome, but naturally only board members vote.  

New and Returning Members 
 
You know who you are.  Please send me a few words 
about yourself and your reasons for joining or re-joining 
the chorus. 
 
 
2014 Division I Convention in Abbotsford 
The Division I Convention is being hosted by the First 
Capital Chorus of Langley on April 4-5, 2014 at the 
Abbotsford Arts Centre, 2329 Crescent Way, 
Abbotsford. April 4th is the Division quartet contest and 
the qualifying round for the International Quartet 
Prelims and will start at 7:00pm.  This will be followed 
by a free pie glow and coffee in the Arts Addition for 
anyone who wants to come and of course the quartet 
Evaluation sessions at the HQ Hotel for the appropriate 
quartets. 
April 5th starts with the Chorus contest and ends with 
the finals of the International Preliminary Quartet 
Contest followed by the Show of Champions and the 
Afterglow. 
To register, lick here. 
 
 
2014 District Convention to be hosted by GoF  
Watch these pages for the 2014 Evergreen District 
Convention the weekend of September 26-28, 2014 at 
the Chandos Pattison Auditorium in Surrey, and the HQ 
Hotel will be the Sheraton Guildford. More later. 
 
       
 

                                
 
Charlie Metzger's Celebration Luncheon  
  
When: Saturday March 1, 2014. From 11.30 – 2.30 
(lunch will be served) 
Where: Vancouver Golf Club; 771 Austin Ave, 
Coquitlam 
Cost: $35.00 per person 
 

The purpose of the Celebration is to recognize the 
massive amount of time, effort and personal 
commitment that Charlie Metzger has dedicated to The 
Gentleman of Fortune for over four decades.   

Musical entertainment will be provided by a 
number of quartets and the program will be hosted by 
MC Marty Lovick.  It promises to be a fun event, so 
don't miss it! One guest is allowed for each attending 
GOF member, past or present.   
  If you wish to attend, please contact Sean Murch 
by email at: sean.murch@me.com or by phone at 604-
929-0105.  Be prepared to provide him with your food 
choices and the names of anyone that you would like to 
sit with for lunch (tables are set for 8).  If you would like 
to say a few words, let Sean know this as well. 
  
Payment MUST be received by Tuesday February 
11th to ensure your seat.  You can pay by cash or 
cheque (made out to GOF),  
 
 

Groaners:  
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 
 
Comment #12 by Bill Gibbons 
“There is nothing wrong with being seen by the Chorus 
director while looking at your watch…try to avoid his 
seeing you shaking it.” 
 

Book Review 
 

       
Four Parts, No Waiting.  A Social History of 
American Barbershop Harmony. By Gage Averill.  
Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 



 4 

A recent conversation with a UBC friend led me to 
the revelation that his Dean, who oversees the 
largest faculty at BC’s largest university, wrote his 
first book on barbershop; and so I was off to 
amazon.ca. 
 It’s a fun book, and very informative for a 
novice like me.  I’d recommend it to anyone in the 
chorus – you can borrow my copy.  Unlike previous 
scholars, most commissioned by the SPEBSQSA 
itself, Averill is an outside ethnomusicologist and 
music historian.  So he has a critical eye and ear, at 
times perhaps even dwelling too much on the 
political.  And he is an academic, so he will say 
‘vernacular music’ when ‘popular music’ would be 
clearer.  But he can sort out real historical evidence 
from our pseudo-historical stories about 
barbershop’s origins, and that’s worthwhile. 
 Averill’s argument is that barbershop has 
played a central role in American music, straddling 
black and white art forms and facilitating a bridge 
between popular professional music and amateur, 
community performance.  But his critique of 
barbershop’s role in shaping a nostalgic mythology 
of turn-of-the-century small-town (white) America 
seems to create a bit of a straw man.  Do the  ‘old 
songs’ also reveal a commitment to ‘old-fashioned 
values’?  I suspect rather that most, as the song 
says, were and are first attracted to hearing the 
‘minor chords and good, close harmony’.  Early 20th 
century songs happen to lend themselves to being 
sung in that style better than those of 1920’s jazz or 
30’s big bands.  So the revival that entailed the 
founding on the SPEBSQSA may have been largely 
harmonically based. 
 Averill begins with a meditation on the 
Norman Rockwell 1936 cover illustration from the 
Saturday Evening Post (currently on our notice 
board), and compares it with a 1924 cover by Alan 
Foster.  (They could be the same four fellows in 
both illustrations, given some aging.)  What he 
misses is the clear self-mocking of the later 
illustration, something that is clearly apparent in so 
much barbershop performance.  It is nostalgic, but 
with a wink to acknowledge that the ‘nostalgia’, as 
well as much else, is not altogether serious. 
 The book can be read from many angles.  
I’ve enjoyed perusing its glossary of terms and its 
index to read just a few pages on ‘Minstrel Shows’ 
or the ‘Flying L Ranch Quartet’.  Strangely, there is 
no entry for ‘polecats’, and he does not 
acknowledge, for instance, the Comedian 

Harmonists, who were inspired by early barbershop 
singing in the USA and popularized male close-
harmony singing in Europe in the 1920’s and early 
30s.  Their song Veronica, Der Lenz is da is 
familiar to many of us even now, and they indicate 
a popularity of the form that went far beyond the 
USA. 
 The book’s last chapter ends with a report 
on the 2000 international convention in Kansas 
City.  For all his critical views of the political and 
racial dynamics of barbershop’s early history, 
Averill clearly has a huge appreciation of its 
amateur, participatory culture. 

David Mirhady 
 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 
 
2014 
Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentine’s Day 
April 4-5 Division I Convention Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
July 27-Aug 3 Harmony University 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 
Internationals 

2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2016 Nashville, Tennessee 
2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2018 Orlando, Florida 
2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
 

 
 
 


