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The Start of a New Era for GOF?! 
 

By Tucker Goodwin 

Having had very capable directing from Gerry Borden 
for the past 3 months, including competing at the Boise 
District Contest, we have now appointed John Newell, 
as the GOF Music Director. John has been coaching, 
teaching, writing, and raising a family for the past few 
years. We are very fortunate to get this highly talented, 
motivated person to lead us into the future.    

New Member & Music Director 
 

John Newell was born and bred 
(his words) in Brisbane, 
Australia. He sang Lead in the 
Southern Cross quartet - 
Australian Champions in 1999 
and 2001. He moved to 
Vancouver in November 2002 
and was a member of the GoF 
for some time. He sang Lead in 

Realtime - 2005 International Champion Quartet. 
 

John has extensive experience in choral ensembles, 
chamber ensembles, musical theatre and as a soloist. He 
is also an accomplished Emcee, as we saw at last year’s 
GoF Christmas Show and at 2013 Toronto International.  
 

He is married to Corinne (Al Alain’s daughter) who is a 
long-time member of the SAI international medallist 
Lions Gate Chorus. They have three children - Julie 
(9), Andrew (7) and Caitlyn (7). 
 

John is self-employed as a vocal coach and proof-
reader/editor and now as the GoF Music Director. He is 
author of the book “LET IT OUT. Train your voice to 

be free! Free your voice to be trained!” 
 

Outside of barbershop he loves cricket, rugby, beer 
making, and puns. [Bio expanded from John’s notes. Ed] 
 
 
 

2014 Chapter Officers   
President 
Bert Paquet 604-468-0434 
winedinegolf@shaw.ca  
VP Music & Performance 
Pierre Carignan 778-298-8905 
pcarignan@gmail.com  
VP Chapter Development  
Sean Murch 604-929-0105 
sean.murch@me.com   
VP PR & Marketing 
Jim Lohnes 604-467-3507 
jimlohnes@telus.net   
Secretary 
David Mirhady 604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca 
Treasurer 
Rich Clark 778-593-0988 
43richclark@gmail.com  
Past President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
ggregory@gregoryandgregory.ca 
Board Members-at-Large 
Carl Gung  604-594-7147 
cgung@telus.net 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net 
Rod MacLeod 604-209-5954 
macleodrd@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
John Newell 604-5367 
newelljs@gmail.com   
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca 
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����: December 10 
By Peter Krois 
 

WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS: Tonight could be considered 

our last formal rehearsal of the year. 
John Newell has agreed to let us off 
early to celebrate at Me‘n Ed’s next 
Tuesday; 
 

WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS: Our group experienced some 

difficult times together. But that is behind us now, it’s 
time to rebuild. As the saying goes, “The whole is bigger 
than the sum of its parts.” Our wholeness, our oneness as 
an ensemble, is bigger than the sum of individual men 
standing on the risers. Our unity is the music we make – 
the perfect chord, the wall of sound, the harmony; 
 

WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS: We have much to be grateful for: The 
extraordinary efforts of Gerry Borden which have held 
us together for the past few months. Dr Dave Anderson 
for constantly keeping us fresh, engaging us in fun and 
innovative ways to improve our singing. And President 
George Gregory, you could easily have thrown up your 
hands in the air and walked away. You might have 
wondered, on occasion, why you didn’t. But you didn’t. 
You didn’t crumble; you stuck with it. We thank all of 
you. And, to the many others that are here tonight who’s 
sparks of leadership have kept us going in so many 
ways. Thank you! 
 

WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS: We have a new Director. John Newell, 
welcome to the Gentlemen of Fortune. We are all 
delighted that you will be our new director to work 
together with us in creating that magical sound of a 
men’s a capella chorus. 
 

LET IT BE RESOLVED THATLET IT BE RESOLVED THATLET IT BE RESOLVED THATLET IT BE RESOLVED THAT: We learn our two new songs 

well and on time: The Band Played On and For Sale, 

One Broken Heart (more ah, look at the cute puppies but 
will we be invited to a vision of whipped cream for these 
two songs?) I’m sure that we will be asked to imagine 
something while we sing. Let’s show each other, John 
and ourselves our dedication and what great music we 
can make. 
 

LET IT BE RESOLVED THATLET IT BE RESOLVED THATLET IT BE RESOLVED THATLET IT BE RESOLVED THAT: We mark this day as the end 

of negativity and malcontent, and the renaissance of the 
new GOF. Let the glittering diamond of the old GOF 
shine with brilliance once again. 
In the words of John Ruskin: “All one’s life is music if 

one touches the notes rightly and in time.” Let’s keep 
the whole world singing!  
 
 
 
 

ave atque valeave atque valeave atque valeave atque vale - Hail & Farewell  

A traditional (military) event whereby those coming to 

and departing from an organization are celebrated. This 

may be prompted by any momentous organizational 

change. It’s a time to honour those departing and thank 

them for their service, and also welcome those who are 

joining. [Wikipedia]  
Thank you to Charlie Metzger, Gerry Borden and the 
outgoing 2013 Chapter Board Members. Welcome to 
John Newell and the 2014 Board Members.  

And the Board Played On, and On… 
By David Mirhady 

The outgoing and incoming boards 
met December 9th at La Spaghetteria; 
John Newell also joined the meeting. 
 

President George Gregory reported 
that John’s contract had been signed: 
it’s essentially the same arrangement 
as with Charlie, but the MLT will 
have a veto on musical decisions. 

 

Rich Clark presented the budget. Somewhat of a deficit 
is anticipated at the moment, but new revenue generating 
possibilities may present themselves. 
 

There have been concerns about the website, both about 
its pubic appearance and the ease of use for members 
and leaders, so alternatives are being explored. Pierre 

Carignan will report back. 
 

Carl Gung will take over responsibility for the 
uniforms, with Dave Ellis’ assistance, particularly with 
recovering uniforms from former and inactive members. 
 

There was discussion about the advisability of taking on 
training, both Society training for the new Board 
members, and Groupanizer training. There was 
consensus that while the Society training was useful for 
networking, more could actually be learned from reading 
the manuals closely than from the workshops. Pierre 

Carignan reported that he and Travis Gamble know 
enough to run the Groupanizer site effectively for now. 
 

Sean Murch and Carl Gung will head up organization 
of a dinner to honour Charlie Metzger. The preferred 
date seems to be March 7 or 8. 
 

David Anderson and David Mirhady will discuss the 
possibility of organizing a Big Wheel (inter chapter 
novice quartet contest), perhaps in June. 
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FortuneTeller Changes Hands 
By Harry Gray 

After 8 years and 77 issues of the FortuneTeller I am 
handing on the editorial reins to David Mirhady. He 
takes over as Editor in January. 

                     
         Harry Gray                         David Mirhady 
    

It was in mid 2005 that the late President Ian 

McGillivray asked me if I could revive the Chapter 
Newsletter after a hiatus of 18months. I had just finished 
8 years on the Chapter Board, and 6 years on the District 
Board, so he figured I had nothing to do. I hedged a bit 
but agreed to give it a try for the November 2005 issue.  
 

Surprise! I enjoyed it and was hooked. It has involved 
time and effort but was never dull; it is great fun to 
record momentous events. Apart from the usual 
Valentines quartets, contests and shows, there was 
Antique Gold’s medals in 2006, the GoF 50th year in 
2007, “A night at the Movies” Cabaret in 2008 and the 
Pan Pacific Convention in Hawaii that same year. Also 
2009 District Convention in Whistler, the 2010 Winter 
Olympics volunteers, 2012 Cabaret “Behind the Scenes, 

Behind the Music”.  
 

Many new members, award winners, guests and 
achievers have been recognised; but also 19 obituaries 
including such stalwarts as Tom Bates, George 

Meehan, Chester Colpitts, Ian & Rita McGillivray, 
Gordon Cousins and Bob Thomas. To off set this a bit 
we had 47 new members! The sad thing is that 24 of 
them have left us (not to mention the others who have 
also disappeared) – where have all the singers gone? 
 

I could never have done this alone however. Ross Hood 
faithfully wrote the column “Down Memory Lane” for 
over 6 years with excerpts from the GoF history – 
including the full 50 years in the 2007 anniversary 
issues. Carl & Wendy Gung provided dozens of photos 
which brought the columns alive. Many, many others 
contributed articles and reports willingly, or got nagged 
into it. That’s what editing is about – getting others to 
write for you so that you can play around with it. ☺ 
 

While I will miss the sense of achievement that each 
issue brings, I look forward to a new editorial direction 
as part of the overall revitalisation of the Greater 
Vancouver Chapter and the Mighty GoF in 2014.  
ave atque vale (Hail & Farewell) 

$40,000 Awarded to Sing Canada 
Harmony Scholarship 
Recipients  
Sing Canada Harmony Scholarship Fund 
has just completed its most successful 

awarding of moneys since its inception.  
In December, Sing Canada Harmony 
was able to distribute almost $40,000 in 

scholarships to help chapter officers 
receive leadership training, choral 
groups/chapters coordinate and run 

youth choral initiatives, young singers 
afford singing lessons and join local choirs, and 
promising students pay tuition costs toward their degree 

in music education.   

Sing Canada Harmony is a Canadian charitable 

organization able to provide tax receipts for donations to 
support music education across Canada.  Sing Canada 
Harmony is the official charitable arm of the Barbershop 

Harmony Society in Canada.  It is also supported by the 
members of its sister organizations - Sweet Adelines 
International and Harmony, Inc. 

Its board of directors, from across the county and 
barbershop singing organizations, work to raise 

sufficient funds to be able to offer these scholarships to 
worthy groups and individuals to ensure that "someone 
will sing tomorrow". 

Without the support of men and women across North 
America, the work of supporting tomorrow's singers 

could not take place.  Sing Canada Harmony relies on 
the generosity and passion of its donors to help them 
fund the music of tomorrow.  For more information 

about Sing Canada Harmony and to learn how you can 
support this worthwhile charity, please visit: 
www.singcanadaharmony.ca.  Please join us today for a 

harmonious future tomorrow. 
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Society Board Representative 
Year End Report 
By Gerry Borden 

              
This has been an interesting year of serving you, as a 
member of the Barbershop Harmony Society, and 
helping to keep our Society viable and progressive.   

You Society Board continues to meet on a monthly 
basis, primarily via conference call, with face-to-face 

meetings at Society functions such as the Mid-Winter 
Convention, the International Convention and the 
Leadership Forum.   

You Board has been working on a number of fronts 
trying to keep up-to-date with the changing culture of 

our society and organization.  We have been dealing 
with a number of issues, including: 

•         a clear ethics issue being faced by several 

chapters and identifying the best way for us and 

the chapters to handle these situations;  

•         continuing to review our plans and goals to 

make sure that they are attainable, measurable 

and meet the needs of our membership;  

•         maintaining contact with the districts and 

chapters to make sure we are understanding 

their needs and providing and/or developing 

the kinds of resources to better serve them; 

•         monitoring our financial responsibilities and 

budgeting accordingly; and  

•         meeting the challenge of replacing board 

members as life changes occur in people's lives. 

Your Society Board is excited by the energy, drive and 
enthusiasm of our CEO, Marty Monson.  He brings to 
this position an active, hands-on approach to helping 

move the Society forward, making connections with 
other, like-minded organizations, and promoting our 
Society to the world at-large to better place us for 

growth and service in the future. 

We have an exciting opportunity to make tomorrow 
better than today.  Let's do all we can to "Keep The 
Whole World Singing!" 

New Member 
William H. (Bill) Davidson   
 

Born on August 10, 1947 in 
Liverpool England I came to Canada 
March 1974 as a machinist. I work 
for a large fabrication/machine shop 
in estimating and sales. I'm married 
with 3 children (all grown up) and 
live in Coquitlam. 

 

I love to sing and particularly enjoy vocal harmony (GoF 
seems like a good fit for me). I was in a rock band in the 
60's & 70's so I've had some experience with music 
although I'm finding the GoF format to be quite a 
challenge. I'm very much enjoying the whole experience 
so far and couldn't wish to meet a nicer bunch of people 
(they're pretty good singers too!). My current goals with 
GoF:  a) learn all the songs, b) improve my singing 
techniques, c) make a positive & useful contribution, d) 
meet some different and interesting people, e) most of all 
to enjoy myself. 
 

My intro to GoF was through a guy called Sean Huston 
(I believe that's his name). He's actually a friend of the 
Sean Murch who sings lead in our chorus. Anyhow, 
Sean Huston and I met at a recent Halloween party. We 
got to talking about all kinds of different things 
including our personal interests. I told him that I liked 
music and next thing I knew he'd called over 2 other 
people who he sang with and we pretty well just jammed 
a song out of nowhere. 
 

At this point, the party just stopped and most everybody 
was listening to us; wow that was a real rush! Sean told 
me all about GoF and when & where they met, so I went 
down to the church hall the following Tuesday and I 
haven't missed a Tuesday since. The funny thing is Sean 
Huston and I were both in costume and make-up that 
night so on my first evening with GoF I honestly 
believed that "GoF Sean" and "Halloween Sean” were 
the same people. It took quite a bit of persuasion from 
GoF Sean to convince me otherwise. As things turned 
Sean Murch is now my friend and "riser buddy". 
 

I often look back at events like this and I just have to 
smile. It sure is a wonderful life! 
 

            MMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrryyyyyyyyyyyy            CCCCCCCCCCCChhhhhhhhhhhhrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiissssssssssssttttttttttttmmmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaassssssssssss                        
                                                AAAAAAAAAAAAnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddd            aaaaaaaaaaaa            
            HHHHHHHHHHHHaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppyyyyyyyyyyyy            NNNNNNNNNNNNeeeeeeeeeeeewwwwwwwwwwww            YYYYYYYYYYYYeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrr 
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Dear Ed & Team: 
The Greater Vancouver Food Bank Society would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for performing for our 
charity on the evening of September 18, 2013. The 
event, complete with the night’s 50-50 draw, brought in 
a total of $1370. Your thoughtfulness is greatly 
appreciated! Such support enables us to provide food for 
those who don’t have enough to eat. 
 

Although the Food Bank Society has seen a large 
increase in demand for our services, we are entering very 
exciting times as we recently completed a strategic 
planning exercise that will chart a new direction for the 
next five years. It is your contributions that will help us 
in reaching our new goal of empowering our members to 
nourish themselves by providing healthy food, education 
and training. On behalf of the staff, volunteers and 
recipients of the Greater Vancouver Food Bank Society 
we thank you for your generosity. 
 

Jim Bindon, Development Director 

Happenings & Reminders 
 

Dark Nights 
There are no rehearsals on December 23 and 31 due to 
the holidays. Rehearsals resume Tuesday January 7th. 
 

Christmas Concert & Singouts 
 

 
                   Lougheed Mall December 8 

Fleetwood Community Centre November 16: Gerry 

Borden directed 28 men through a 90 minute concert to 
a packed audience. Emceed by George Gregory the 
show include an audience sing-a-long, introduction to 
barbershop harmony and performances by Ringers (Bill 

Lake, Paul Peachey, Al Alain, Jim Bates) and a new 
quartet called Abby Road (Barry Klassen, Gerry 

Borden, Pierre Carignan, Richard Smorenburg). 

Coquitlam City Hall November 23: This was the “light 
the Hall Event” of the City of Coquitlam and, with the 
support of Ringers 24 men followed Gerry for two gigs.  
Lougheed Mall December 8: In spite of the below zero 
temperature outside, once again Gerry directed 23 men, 
with help from Ringers, singing Christmas carols and 
songs for the shoppers.  
 

New Songs to Learn 
Our new songs are “The Band Played On” and “For 

Sale, One Broken Heart”. Music and learning tracks are 
posted on groupanizer and we are all expected to be 
qualified on The Band Played On by January 21. That 
is when we start to sing it on the risers. Remember what 
you committed to in the survey? 
Average weekly time willing to devote to: 

     Practising music:    3 hours 

     Administrative chorus work:  2 hours 

    Improving own voice:   3 hours 
 

Modern ThoughtsModern ThoughtsModern ThoughtsModern Thoughts    
““““When the white missionariesWhen the white missionariesWhen the white missionariesWhen the white missionaries came to Africa they  came to Africa they  came to Africa they  came to Africa they 
had the Bible and we had the land. had the Bible and we had the land. had the Bible and we had the land. had the Bible and we had the land. They They They They said, “Letsaid, “Letsaid, “Letsaid, “Let    
us pray.us pray.us pray.us pray.”””” We closed our eyes.  We closed our eyes.  We closed our eyes.  We closed our eyes. When we opened When we opened When we opened When we opened 

them we had the Bible and they had the landthem we had the Bible and they had the landthem we had the Bible and they had the landthem we had the Bible and they had the land.”.”.”.” – 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu   

CALENDAR 
 

2013  

Dec 23 & 31 Dark Nights 
 

2014 

Jan 7  Rehearsals resume 

Jan 18  QCED Show, Bellevue, WA 
Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day 

April 4-5 Prelims & Div I Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
June 20-22 HCNW Tacoma, WA 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Aug 29-31 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 

Internationals 

2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2016 Nashville, Tennessee 
2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2018 Orlando, Florida 
2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 


