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GoF Show Wows Kids & Parents 
By ‘Young’ Arthur Sanderson 

[Scott Creek Middle School Coquitlam end-of-year 
show, Tuesday June 18th.]  

 

The Gentlemen of Fortune have begun a new approach 
to offering a great show. In the past we have found that 
our performance was somewhat lacking without a 
thorough warm-up. Therefore, it seemed a great idea to 
have a bonus 1.5 hours of warming up. 
 

Before the dapper Gentlemen marched into the crowd, 
they had just made it through an extended barrage of 
grade 6-8 students showing what they have learned to 
make instruments do in the way of musical sounds. 
Parents in the audience were supportive. The students’ 
choir before us was really nice to hear as we waited in 
the wings. Listen to all of those potential tenors!! 
 

When we finally entered, the listeners were surprised to 
see ‘Young Arthur’ wearing something other than plaid 
socks and sandals, painfully coordinated with the rest of 
his Math and Science teacher outfit.   
 

President George Gregory wrestled straight to the mic 
and made a quick intro. The audience was smiling and 
you could feel the evening was picking up. Gerry 

Borden (standing in for Charlie) really had the boys 
producing some nice tones in the open gym setting with 
a few hundred ears enjoying. Applause was lavish. 
Smiles were the norm. 
 

Tripledee-queue showed what young, and not so young, 
male singers can do. We were sad to find out that the 
music students did not find the time to learn “Keep the 

World Singing” but that did not stop the GOF from 
wrapping it up with it. 
 

Seeing some of the audience giving a standing O was 
inspiring. “I had no idea we were getting treated to a 
professional concert,” was one of my favourite 
comments from the audience. 
 

The next morning ‘Mr. Sanderson’ felt the vibe that 
there would be more males in choir next year. One 
student from another class was waiting at the classroom 
door to get a GOF pamphlet for his dad. Thanks GOF for 
a good evening. [Elie & Darlene Savoie were also there 
for their grand-daughter. Ed.]       

 
Tripledee-queue 
(l to r): 

Bill Martin-bari 

Ezra Parker-bass 

George Gregory-ld 

Davis Anderson-ten  

 

Dogwood Pavilion with Byron 
By David Mirhady 

A spectacular spring evening on May 
10th saw the GoF gather just 'round the 
corner from our rehearsal hall at 
Coquitlam's Dogwood Pavilion, a 
seniors' recreation centre. This time I 
joined Jim Bates, Carl Gung, and 
Dennis Burich in moving the risers 
over, though it turned out the stage 

only fit four sets. It would be tight. Then, since in the 
neighbourhood, we repaired to repast at Me N' Ed's. 
Three had salads, one didn't. You guess. [cont. on pg 2] 
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The audience was well spread through the hall, and it 
was also well lubricated by the time we took the stage. 
We gave them all we had (in our repertoire), our 
directors' heels suspended perilously above the edge of 
the stage. Motones spelled the chorus off for a couple 
songs in the first half. Antique Gold, with special guest 
Tom Metzger substituting for his uncle George, did the 
same in the second half. 
 

Though no one can (or wants to) believe it, the concert 
marked the directorial finale for our beloved Byron 

Walton, assistant director, as he plans his move to the 
elysian fields and lakes of the BC interior. As always, it 
was a demonstration of the enthusiasm, joy and affection 
with which Byron has been so generous. You'll be 
missed, Byron, and we hope you'll be back. 
 

Byron & Marg Walton Moving North 
 

Marg & I have purchased our 
new home in Lone Butte, BC 
& will be moving up there 
around July 9/19, 2013. Our 
new address will be: 5851 
Hwy. 24, Lone Butte, BC 
V0K 2E2 & new home phone 
#250-395-7726, email address 
stays the same. Byron 

 

2013 Chapter Officers   
President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
David Anderson 604-882-1021 
drdkanderson@shaw.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Arthur Sanderson 778-837-8735 
asanderson@sd43.bc.ca  
VP Communications & Promotion 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net  
Secretary 
Paul Peachey    604-814-2489 
wpapeachey@gmail.com  
Treasurer 
Dennis Burich    778-397-2554 
Dennis_burich@shaw.ca  
Board Members-at-Large 
Ray La Sota      604-596-3378 
interlude@telus.net  
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
charlie.metzger@gmail.com  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca       

A Barbershopper for 65 Years:  

Abie Klassen 
One evening earlier this month, on 
a visit to the GoF rehearsal, I was 
honoured with presentation of a 
65-year membership card. 
Memories of so many great times 
with the chorus and my quartet, the 
Model T Four, flooded back, and 

I’d like to share some of them with you.   
 

Early on in my barbershop career I was at various times, 
both Director and President of the Vancouver 

Thunderbird Chorus and the Lake City Chorus (now 
called the GoF). In 1957 I joined the Model T Four 
marking the start of many happy and adventurous 
quarteting years. My several scrapbooks - lovingly 
assembled by my wife, Carol -  follow the T’s  in 
performance through the years, and show them often 
sharing the stage with other quartets popular throughout 
the District,  including the Mid State Four (with Marty 
Mendro) and the Four Do Matics, from Seattle.  

 

One of our first big 
gigs was an invitation 
to do a show at the 
opening of a new BC 
Hydro power plant in 
Shalalth, just outside 
of Lillooet, BC. 
Joining together with 

the Thunderbird Chorus, and the ladies of the New 

Westminster Harmonizers, we traveled upcountry in 
fine style, along the (then) PGE railroad - in a private 
Pullman car! 
 

In 1957, shortly after the brand-new Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre opened, the small-but-brave 35-member 
Vancouver Chorus rented it and put on a show! 
Thereafter, and for almost ten years following, the 
Chorus, and the T’s, continued an annual show, always 
headlining the most recent International Champions.  
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Commercial business was often good for the Model T’s. 
In the early 1960’s we accepted an invitation, and were 
part of the successful license application for BCTV. 
Following along were some radio and TV commercials, 
notably Big O Tires, Delnor Foods, Richmond Cheeses, 
and Sask Tel. Popular CKNW radio personality Jack 

Cullen, who was fond of the T’s, gave us a lot of 
airtime, which helped to promote Barbershop locally.  
 

 
 

Another fond memory is a time when Bob Johnson, 
then the newly-appointed Director of Music for 
SPEBSQSA, was sent to Evergreen District to coach 
local chapters. Carol and I, plus our four young children, 
aged 1, 3, 6 & 7, hosted him at our home in Burnaby, 
which then became his headquarters for the expedition. 
Bob was with us for 2 weeks, working through Greater 
Vancouver plus Bellingham, Victoria and Kelowna.    
 

In 1987 Bob and his wife visited again, this time for him 
to emcee a show at New Westminster’s Vincent Massey 
Theatre. Bob agreed they’d stay with us once more, with 
one caveat: he must again be fed Carol's blueberry 
pancakes. And then later, when we all were soaking in 
the hot tub, an HBI (Hare-Brained-Idea) was born: What 
if... in order to increase attendance at the Mid-Winter 

Convention, and to 
help defray 
costs... what if  we 
run a Seniors 

Contest?! Well, 
Bob made it 
happen and that 
particular 
convention has 
continued to get 
stronger every 
year. And while 
still on the subject 
of the Seniors 
Contest - in 1992, 

when the T's ‘came of age’ to compete at the Seniors 
Mid-Winter in Tampa Florida - they won the Seniors 
Silver; and later in California, a Bronze. 

A further memorable award is the Men Of Note – given 
in recognition of bringing in new members and I am 
proud to wear several of these pins, having introduced 
over 20 new members to Barbershop.  
 

Another brilliant HBI sprang from the active 
imagination of Barbershop pioneer, Alex Hood (father 
of Ross & Rob). To encourage quartet formation and 
inter-chapter involvement, Alex proposed an area novice 
quartet contest; and so was born The Big Wheel. To add 
to the brilliance of their success, the contest winners 
were duly presented with the Prestigious Potty Award 

(baby Rob Hood’s 
discarded night pot, 
firmly mounted on a fine 
wooden stand). Full of 
great music and good 
fun, and the forerunner 
of the Division contests, 
the Big Wheel was truly 
a very successful 
venture.  
 

The HBI, being 
apparently contagious, 
was again caught by 
Ron Forsyth, of Poets 

fame, and resulted with the creation of QCED (Quartet 
Champions of the Evergreen District). The first 
organizational meeting, with the Most Happy Fellows, 
the Howe Sounds (Moe Jones), the Poets and the 
Model T Four, took place on Lopez Island that same 
year.   
 

In 1976, the Provincial school board invited the Model T 
Four to participate in a music education forum in 
Kelowna. Students were bussed in from the surrounding 
areas, filling the auditorium. There were approximately 
1,000 students at each of two classes, which ran for three 
consecutive days. Our particular segment demonstrated a 
capella harmony, including gospel, modern and country, 
wrapping up with barbershop. We had the kids jumpin' 
and we had lots of fun. Plus the venture paid for our first 
33LP recording, ‘For the Good Times’.  
 

In 1987, International CEO, Hugh Ingram, wrote to the 
T’s to congratulate us on being the longest, still active, 
registered quartet in the organization. Our Quartet cards 
read ‘53 years’ but since Gord's (Gordon Cousins) 
passing, we no longer register.  
 

Carol, my loving wife of 59 years, who stands on great 
credentials of her own with Sweet Adelines 
International, and with her Chorus, Westcoast 

Harmony; is still my biggest supporter. 
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GOF Be Proud!  “2013 – A Year of 

Musical Growth” – It’s happening! 
 

By David Anderson VP Music & Performance  

Our qualification method takes work, but it’s effective.  
Time to hang in there. Just In Time is in good shape for a 
newly learned song. Charlie will be pleased! Frim Fram 
is progressing well, quartets singing it in corners before 
rehearsal, even though only 4 members are currently 
qualified.  
 

Members Respond to Qualification Feedback  
 

“I thought I knew this song well! Frankly I questioned 
your assessment when I first saw it, but when I listened 
using your feedback, every error you mentioned was 
obvious! Thanks!”  
 

“The feedback from my checker helped. I’ve corrected 
those errors and qualified. Now I know I’ll learn the next 
song better and faster.” 
 

“Most of my progress is coming through these 
recordings and feedback. I’m happy with my progress – 
thanks – this really helps.”  
 

“It’s true this takes work but I don’t mind. It’s only 
necessary and mostly what I already do.” 
 

“Standards have increased. It was wrong to say they 
wouldn’t. However, it’s necessary if we’re to sing better. 
I’m having fun working harder, becoming a better singer 
in the process.” 
 

Is our current method too much work? 
 

Well, it is work to learn music accurately and perform it 
well. That’s the nature of music. Too much work? That’s 
for you to decide.   
 

Where is your joy in singing? Fellowship? Informal 
singing at the watering hole? Casual performances of 
long familiar songs? These are all wonderful. If intense, 
sustained focus on new material seems burdensome 
rather than fun, perhaps for you the answer is “Yes, it is 
too much.”   
 

But if you enjoy improving your artistry with friends 
committed to musical excellence, perhaps your answer is 
“Too much work? No way! I love every minute.”   
 

Harmonizer Article 
 

The current Harmonizer quotes 25 top BBS directors on 
learning songs. Some GOF say “Only 1 of those 25 
mention using recordings for qualification. Why us? It’s 
a lot of work!”  
 

Reality: good choruses sing accurately. Those 25 direct 
A-level choruses, whose members clearly do sing 
accurately and in tune! They either bring that skill to 
their choruses, or have learned since joining. Either way, 
they come to rehearsal with well learned music.We don’t 
sing that accurately - not yet. When we do - very soon - 
our sound will be sweet. We need to improve our skills! 
 

Lions Gate Chorus - International Sweet Ads Silver - 
no longer uses this method yet they continue to do well. 
Their director tells me their members learned their 
accuracy over several years using just this method. 
They’re leaving it now because they no longer need it 
and it was burning out their section leaders. Fair enough 
- now that all their members consistently come to the 
first rehearsal with their music learned accurately, they 
can omit this step.   
 

We’re not there yet, but hang in! As a checker I continue 
to see major improvement - every week, every song. 
Every singer’s recordings are more accurate now than a 
few short months ago. Not one singer has complained 
about their feedback – see the above quotes. Failing 
recordings are followed within a few days by vastly 
improved versions. Congratulations to every one of you 
who is working so effectively! This is a joy! We’re on 
the right track.   
 

Let’s be proud of our evolving success, take heart and 

stay the course.   

New Members 
Louis Giguere 
 

Ray LaSota invited me but I knew 
about GoF through two of my church 
members. No I won’t tell you about 
my musical pedigree because I do not 
have any… I am a native of Quebec 
City who moved to Vancouver to 
study Biology in 1971. I am from a 

great big family and, when my father passed away this 
fall, he had 8 children, 17 grandchildren and 28+ great-
grandchildren. As for me I have two daughters with the 
youngest getting married in August. My wife Sue is 
from Vancouver Island and works for MCFD. I currently 
work for the Francophone Health Network, one of 35 
official language networks (17 French and 18 English, in 
Quebec). I’ll probably retire within a year or so.  
 

I started my career as a Biologist and worked at 
Fisheries and Oceans for a few years. I then switched to 
distance education with the Open Learning Agency and 
ended up being the academic president before the BC 
government closed us after conducting their ‘core 
review’ a few years ago. My hobbies have changed over 
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the years. As a young man I scuba dived extensively on 
the East and West Coast and on the Great Barrier Reef 
when I was an undergraduate. I also canoed up North as 
a graduate student and switched to trendy sea kayaking 
as an adult. I love books and prefer history and 
biography. I was also heavily involved in the governance 
of my church for the past 6 years but my tenure has 
ended; I enjoyed that very much. I enjoy music and like 
all kinds, with a preference for folk music and blues. I 
also love dogs although what does that have to do with 
anything? 

 

Aslam Nathoo 
 

Hi, my name is Aslam. I started off 
playing piano when I was in 
elementary school. Music was all 
around me as a child. By the time I 
reached High School I could play 
quite a few instruments including 
baritone, tenor and alto sax, clarinet 
and a few East Indian instruments 

such as the harmonium and tabla [similar to bongos, ed]. 
While I had dabbled in choral singing in the past, it was 
in High School that I really got into it. I sang in Concert 
Choir, Jazz Choir and the Madrigal Singers (my 
favourite of the three). I was also our school sound 
engineer and did a lot of work with the theatre and film 
departments.  
 

Over the last 20 years or so, I haven't been singing as 
much although I have participated in a few casual choirs 
including one Madrigal group called Musica Moderna. 
I've always loved the sound of Barbershop and wanted to 
try my voice at it. This is my first foray into this fun 
style of singing. 
 

During the day I work in the technology industry as a 
Software Product Strategy/Marketing Consultant and 
Entrepreneur. However, I have done many different jobs 
over the years including Music Video Cameraman, 
Sound Engineer/DJ on a beach resort in the Caribbean, 
Tour Guide/Leader in the Middle East, Bartender in 
London England, Electronic Health Record Project 
Leader and Corporate/Sales Team Trainer, just to name a 
few. Beyond that, I am a gadget geek and 
a technology Early Adopter, an iPhone/iPad/Mac 
aficionado, politically active federally, a certified 
SCUBA Divemaster with more than 4000 minutes 
underwater, ex-Club Med GO, avid traveller (47 
countries and counting) & general fun seeker! You can 
follow me on Twitter at @AslamNathoo or ask me about 
any one of my various interests at the next meeting. 
Looking forward to harmonizing with you gentlemen! 

Happenings & Reminders 
GoF Summer Classes 
On July 9, Donya will offer an advanced singing 

workshop to the whole chorus and to members of St. 
Luke Choir, which Charlie also directs. The workshop is 
paid for by Karen and Charlie and is a gift to the chorus. 
The main focus of the workshop is to explore and refine 
your breathing and to release vocal tension. It will run 
from 7:00 to 10:00 so plan to come early that day. 
 

July 16 to August 17 Donya will support her instruction 
with a vocal warmup for us, and we will devote 30 
minutes of each rehearsal to Summer Classes. We will 
also continue with our song learning plans (You Don't 

Know Me in July and another repertoire song in August). 
The rehearsal will run from 7:30 to 10:00 during the 
summer with no scheduled early work. The classes: 
- Professional vocal coaching from Donya 

- Individual or small group video coaching 

- Quartet coaching 

- Small group work with Audacity 

- Read and learn the Polecats 

- Viewing International Level Performances 
 

2013 District Convention in Boise, Idaho 
The Boise Chordsmen are hosting the District Contests 
and Convention October 18-19. Information is on-line at 
www.boisechordsmen.com/2013info.htm. All Events 
Registration is US$75, after October 2nd it is US$95. On-
line/phone registration is through Brown Paper Tickets. 
The Grove is the HQ Hotel and BBS discount rate for 

all 6 downtown hotels is only available through 

Global Travel    SALLIL@globaltrav.com  
1-208-387-1001, ext. 2215   1-800-584-8888 

CALENDAR 
 

2013  

July 2 Dark Night 

Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON 
Jul 23 Singout Madison Care Centre 
Aug 30-Sept1 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 6-8 Retreat Squamish 
Sept 14 Singout St Stephens, Burnaby 
Sept 19 Food Bank Show 

Oct 14 Thanksgiving 
Oct 15 GoF Election of Officers 
Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 
Nov 16 Show Fleetwood Surrey 
TBA Christmas Show(s) 
 

2014 

April 4-5 Prelims & Div I Abbotsford 
 


