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Christmas Now and Then 

 
 

By David Mirhady 

Preparation for Christmas Now & Then December 15 
didn’t begin yesterday. Some chorus members could rely 
on years of practice and performance; others benefited 
from well-planned series of rehearsal and qualifications 
– to say nothing of several singouts – that began in early 
October. Charlie Metzger and Byron Walton had the 
chorus sounding very sharp. Costume direction from Al 

Alain had us looking good, and recent suggestions from 
newcomer Dave Theobald gave a tighter choreography. 

A healthy mix of young and, er, experienced gathered at 
10 AM to unload the trailer and do the decorations under 
the leadership (cheerleading?) of Arthur Sanderson – 
with the integral guidance of Ray Fallan. The creation 
of convincing piles of snow from boxes, white cloth, and 
disembodied battens of cotton is not as obvious as you 
might think. President-elect George Gregory kept the 
workers in good spirits with boxes of Starbucks coffee 
and biscotti – much appreciated. 

 

Sound check happened at noon. Things sounded pretty 
good, but Charlie wanted “10% more” from the Leads, 
which naturally raised the question, “Where was section 
leader Gerry Borden?” It seems a poor old woman got 
confused and had driven out of the entrance to the 

highway rest stop west of Abbotsford, with results that 
were tragic for her and unfortunate for everyone else 
using the highway, including Gerry, as well as some of 
our planned audience.   

Guest quartet viaVoice did its sound check at 1PM 
(incidentally my first, eagerly anticipated, chance to hear 
them). Our September retreat leader, Josh Honrud, 
filled in at tenor, joining Doug Broersma and Tom and 

Mark Metzger. 
Their Veni 

Emmanuel led off a 
brilliant set. Perhaps 
next time Josh will 
be allowed to sing 
more than a One 

Note Samba. 

The weather and traffic seem not to have been the only 
reason we didn’t fill the beautiful Michael J Fox Theatre.  
By December 15 many just seem to have too many other 
Christmas commitments. But those who came were 
treated to a great show, and they promised to come back.  

Emcee John Newell did an exemplary 
job, with fascinating asides about 
Australian Christmases, macadamia 
nuts, and chess nuts (in open foyers); 
and he can sing too, giving viaVoice 
Lead Doug Broersma a break for a 
couple songs. 

Besides viaVoice, the chorus was also spelled off by our 
chorus quartets Motones, Antique Gold and Ringers.   
Not only the singing, but Motones’ hockey jerseys 
proved a hit, especially for a hockey-starved audience.  
Ringers’ great sound almost made the audience forget 
the bit about the boasting chess nuts. Antique Gold were 
well received as always. 
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Many, many people contributed to the show, and Don 

Giles on tickets, and Rod MacLeod and Rob Hood on 
the program, should be acknowledged especially.   

Afterglow: Ray LaSota and Elaine hosted a very 
welcoming Afterglow at their home, which was 
highlighted by an abundance of great food, and some 
wonderful singing. 

Antique Gold 
David Anderson, 

George Wakeham, 

George Metzger, 

Charlie Metzger 

 

 

 
The Ringers 
Al Alain, 

Jim Bates, 

Paul Peachey, 

Bill Lake 

 

 
Motones 
Clarence Stad, 

Moe Jones, 

Gordon Ross, 

Ed Arnold 

 

 

December 18 Christmas Pizza 
The question could plausibly be raised whether the GoF 
rehearses at Como Lake United because of its proximity 
to Me N’ Ed’s pizza, so the terrific turnout for the 
Christmas party Dec 18 was entirely understandable. 
Their thin-crust pizza is just great. Most weeks we just 
sample their drinks – it’s usually a little late to eat much 
after all – but it’s a real treat to get to sample their 
several great recipes. The pizza, the drinks, the singing, 
and the fellowship capped off 2012 very harmoniously.  

December 5 Paul Anthony’s Talent Time 
This talent show aired on CityTV features local artistic 
talent at the Biltmore Cabaret. Over 30 GoF men 
crowded the small stage to sing Carols such as many 
there had not heard before. Result: a standing O. 

December 9 Lougheed Mall 
Once again the chorus entertained shoppers at the mall 
with help from Ringers and - just in time - Motones. 
Sales of our new Christmas CD were brisk. 

December 12 Courtyard Gardens 
This Richmond Care Home was a repeat performance, 
two actually, one on each level. Ably directed by Byron 

Walton many residents sang along including one gent  
who awakened to “Go tell it on the Mountain”. 
   

2013 Chapter Officers   
President 
George Gregory 604-879-0436 
gofgeorge@gmail.com  
VP Music & Performance 
David Anderson 604-882-1021 
drdkanderson@shaw.ca  
VP Chapter Development  
Arthur Sanderson 778-837-8735 
asanderson@sd43.bc.ca  
VP Communications & Promotion 
Peter Krois        604-888-4106 
pkrois@telus.net  
Secretary 
Paul Peachey    604-814-2489 
wpapeachey@gmail.com  
Treasurer 
Dennis Burich    778-397-2554 
Dennis_burich@shaw.ca  
Past President 
Harry Gray        604-447-3749 
bunionbari@gmail.com 
Board Members-at-Large 
Ray La Sota      604-596-3378 
interlude@telus.net  
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
charlie.metzger@gmail.com  
Assistant Director 
Byron Walton 778-689-9337 
bwalton@telus.net  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca  

      
 

A SHORT HISTORY OF 

“THE GENTLEMEN OF FORTUNE”  
   [From Moe’s “Saved Documents” and updated]  

• On January 21, 1957, the studios of radio station 
CKNW were used for the inaugural meeting of the 
ROYAL CITY CHAPTER of SPEBSQSA. 

• Rehearsals commenced at the New Westminster 
Junior High School and shortly after a move was 
made to the clubhouse in Moody Park. 

• Ten years later we outgrew our space and relocated 
to the Charles Rummel Hall in Burnaby. This 
required a name change to the Burnaby Chapter and 
we became the Lake City Chorus. 

• In 1978 we presented a contest competition package 
of two hobo songs and used the name, The 

Gentlemen of Fortune. 
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• The name stuck and it has brought us great fortune 
ever since. 

• After a couple of other moves the Como Lake 
United Church in Coquitlam became home. 

• The chorus has competed in Divisional and District 
contests since 1957. 

• We have won the Divisional title every year since 
1982, except once, and consistently placed among 
the top five choruses at the District level. 

• The Gentlemen of Fortune represented the 
Evergreen District at international competitions in 
Pittsburgh (1982), Salt Lake City (1996), and 
Indianapolis (1997), and were chorus mic testers at 
Seattle (1983) and Portland (2002). 

• Out of 800 Chapters in the Society, we have an 
average ranking of the 30th top chorus in judging 
scores. 

• No doubt the highlight of the “Gentlemen’s” history 
was performing our “Wizard of Oz” package, to a 
standing ovation, in New York on May 9, 1990 at 
the prestigious Carnegie Hall. 

• The chapter has hosted Conventions including 
District in Surrey (2001), New Westminster (2006) 
and Whistler (2009); and many Divisions and 
Prelims in Abbotsford. 

• Over the years, we have been a donor to the 
Vancouver Oral Centre and Youth in Harmony; and 
now the Greater Vancouver Food Bank Society and 
Sing Canada Harmony.  

• On January 1, 1997, the chapter itself became a 
registered charity. 

• For years, the chapter has put on Christmas and 
Spring Shows, as well as performed for many other 
functions, including: conventions, banquets, church 
concerts, festivals, and other barbershop shows.  

• Four of the most memorable functions have 
been our own cabarets: “A Hobo Cabaret” held 
in 2000, “A Frank Sinatra” Dinner and Cabaret 
in 2003, “A Musical Tribute to the Silver 

Screen” in 2008, and our latest Cabaret “Behind 

the Scenes, Behind the Music” held in 2012.   

2012 Awards: Call for 
Nominations 
It is time to recognize members of our 
barbershop family who have made 
outstanding contributions over the 
past year (and longer). Each year four 
formal GoF awards are presented - 
they are listed below. 
 

Submit your nominations to any member of the Awards 
Committee: Peter Lissett plissett@shaw.ca or Don 

Giles dongiles@shaw.ca  by Tuesday, January 22, 

2013. Nominations should include the name of the 
candidate and reason for nomination. Wives and/or 
significant others may nominate for the BWOTY award. 
Don’t worry if you can’t remember all of the 
contributions your nominee has made during the year. 
With your help the awards committee will research each 
nominee and prepare a list of qualifying criteria.  
 

Hall of Fame 
This is the highest award that can be bestowed upon a 
chapter member, who has been with the GoF for at least 
10 years. It is primarily based on contributions, of an 
exceptional nature, over a long period of one’s 
barbershop life, to the GoF, but could include 
contributions to barbershop in general.  
Past Recipients: Charlie Metzger, Chester Colpitts, Elie 
Savoie, Marty Lovick, George Meehan, Tom Bates, 
Realtime, Antique Gold and Moe Jones. 
 

Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) 
The criteria for this award are really wide open and all 
encompassing (with the exception of the criteria for the 
Barbershop Fellowship Award below). It includes 
contributions in any area of barbershop activity whether 
it is musical or administrative. They may have been 
within the chapter or external (District or Society-wide). 
Can be won more than once.  
 

Barbershop Fellowship Award (BFA)                             
This award recognizes someone who has demonstrated a 
high degree of fellowship, love and harmony toward his 
fellow chapter members. The focus here is on the first 
phrase of our mission statement (‘Working together in 
fellowship . . . ’). Can be won more than once. 
 

Barbershop Woman of the Year (BWOTY) 

The criteria for this award are wide open and all 
encompassing. They may include, but not be limited to, 
contributions in the areas of makeup, costuming, special 
events, social events, conventions, etc. 
Can be won more than once. 
 

Consider which of your fellow members (and the ladies) 
deserve special recognition for the contributions they 
have made. There are many who have worked hard on 
your behalf over this past year and before, so get your 
nominations in to Peter or Don by Tuesday, Jan 22. 
Voting takes place on February 12 and our four 
distinguished awards will be presented at the Annual 
Awards Banquet on February 23

rd
.        

 

Dilbert’s Rules of Order 

#27: Bring ideas in and entertain them royally, for one 
of them may be the king.  
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Executive Board Meetings  
 By Harry Gray 

October 16. A special on-line 
meeting was held to authorise funding 
for the Regional Leadership Academy 
in Langley on November 17, 2012. 
These District classes are for secretary, 
treasurer, VP and leadership positions 
and have not been held locally for 
some years. Cost is US$58 each so 

US$464 for eight attendees was approved from the 
Legacy Fund. 
 

October 30. Regular Board meeting at Me-N-Ed’s. It 
was noted that the 2012 budgeted charity contribution 
had not yet been made so it was agreed to donate $1,000 
to the Greater Vancouver Food Bank Society. Treasurer 
Rich Clark put forward some “base figures” for the 
2013 budget which were discussed with points made by 
incoming Treasurer Dennis Burich and VP-elect Music 
& Performance David Anderson. There was general 
consensus that the chorus should compete in Boise in 
2013. The quorum was lost early due to the Show 
Committee meeting prior to rehearsal. 
 

November 23. A special on-line meeting was held to 
discuss advertising in the January/February Harmonizer 
which is a special BHS 75th Anniversary Tribute. This 
would be an opportunity to publicise the chorus and its 
achievements. It was agreed that the GoF purchase a half 
page tribute advertisement at a cost of US$345. The 
President is to ask Rob Hood to assist in the preparation 
of the advertisement. [See page 6] 
 

December 4. A joint meeting of the 2012 and 2013 
Boards of Directors was held at Me-N-Ed’s. A 
“Calendar of Events” for 2013 had been prepared by the 
President and it was passed to the incoming Secretary 
for updates and eventual posting on groupanizer. Carl 

Gung is putting the finishing touches to the Training 
Manual for new members. Past President Doug Affleck 
proposed that the funds from the chapter draws “be used 
directly to benefit the members for social events.” It was 
agreed to create a Social Fund “to support chorus social 
events such as Christmas Pizza night, Chorus Summer 
Picnic and/or District Hospitality Room.” 
 

The main item of discussion was the 2013 GoF budget 
which the Treasurers had circulated. It was accepted, but 
noted that it is a working document showing a deficit of 
over $4,000. There was discussion about increasing 
income, particularly donations to the chapter which are 
tax deductible. Due to approaching rehearsal time the 
balance of the agenda items were deferred to the new 
Board’s first meeting in 2013. 

New Member 
Pierre Carignan 

 

Pierre comes to the GOF from the 
Ontario District, via the VOH in 
Abbotsford. Educated in Quebec, 
Toronto and Kingston, Pierre served in 
the RCAF for 28 years. 24 addresses 
later, and now retired from the military, 
he arrived in Langley in 2009 and has 
continued to work in aviation out of the 

Abbotsford airport. Like most barbershoppers, Pierre 
wishes he had joined the hobby when he was much 
younger. Nevertheless, he has made the most of the 11 
years since he joined. He sings baritone, but has been 
called upon to fill in other voice parts when necessary. 
He has been very active in all of the chapters he has 
belonged to. He's been to Harmony U 5 times, has had 
the privilege of singing for Jim Henry (once), and Mark 
Hale (twice) in the Honours Chorus, has attended two 
Extreme Quartetting Brigades over the past 7 years, and 
has held leadership positions in the chapters with which 
he has sung, as well as in the Ontario District. Pierre is 
thrilled to sing with the Gentlemen of Fortune and is 
overwhelmed by the warm reception he has received 
since joining in October. 

Certificates of Appreciation 

                   
          Ray Fallan                    Rob Hood 
 

Presented December 18th at the Christmas Pizza evening 

at Me-N-Ed’s to two outstanding members.  
 

Ray Fallan has been the uniform guy for years, the 
Chapter Chorus Manager for eons, and the Riser Master 
for even longer. While retaining the first responsibility 
he has handed over the other two. We look forward to 
his return to mobility and singing again in the new year. 
 

Rob Hood is our resident artist and poster producer. He 
was heavily involved with the June Cabaret Show and 
has since done the Christmas Show poster and program, 
as well as the GoF ad in the 2013January/February 
Harmonizer Special edition saluting the BHS 75th 
Anniversary. 
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Barbershopper of the Month 

December – Don Giles 
 

Don Giles was the organizer behind 
the new GoF Christmas CD this 
year. He looked after the recording 
venue, liaised with the producer, 
followed up on the preparation and 
production, plus distribution. All of 
this in time to sell CDs at Christmas 
Singouts and the Show. In his spare 

time this month Don also looked after Christmas Show 
ticket sales and ran the box office on the day. 

Happenings & Reminders 
Christmas Gift 
On December 25, my new grand-daughter entered this 
world: Isabel Sarah Cynthia Martin.  Both Melissa 
and baby Isabel are doing fine. Bill Martin. 
 

New Year – New Folk 
Starting out in 2013 the Chapter Board of Directors will 
have six new faces (about time too say some). They are: 
David Anderson - VP Music & Performance 
Arthur Sanderson – VP Chapter Development 
Peter Krois – VP PR &Marketing 
Dennis Burich – Treasurer 
Paul Peachey – Secretary 
Ray LaSota – Member-at-Large 
Together with President George Gregory and Charlie 

Metzger, most attended a day-long Regional Leadership 
Academy put on by the District in Langley Nov 17. 
 

Also taking on new responsibilities are: 
Jim Bates – Chorus Manager; from Ray Fallan  
Travis Gamble – Webmaster; from Davie Whittier 
David Mirhady – Sing Canada Harmony Chairman; a 
new job replacing Bill Martin’s Youth in Harmony. 
Thanks to the outgoing guys for their service.  
 

QCED Seaside Oregon Shows 
The 2013 QCED (Quartet Champions of the Evergreen 
District) Seaside, Oregon, shows on January 18 & 19 are 
going to knock your socks off! Friday events include a 
dinner show featuring past and present EVG District 
Quartet Champions, and later a pizza party. 
 

The Saturday night show will feature the Salem Senate- 

Aires who will be reprising the caveman package they 
premiered at the 2012 BHS International Convention 
which earned them a 5th place medal. Also featured are 
the current Quartet Champs Momentum, last year’s 
Champs Quadraphonics, the QCED Chorus and other 
past Quartet Champions. 
 

The Schedule: 
Friday, Jan. 18, 2013, 7 pm, tickets $15, reserved seating 
Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013, 7:30 pm, tickets $20, reserved 
seating.  Afterglow at Doogers Restaurant.  
For tickets go to the Seaside Chamber of Commerce 
website www.seasidechamber.com  
Also, check out the QCED website www.qced.org     
 

2013 Division I Convention in Nanaimo 
The Division I Convention is being hosted by the 
Nanaimo Tidesmen Chorus on April 12-13, 2013. They 
are enthusiastic and putting together a great time for all, 
including partner tours. HQ Hotel is the Coast Bastion 
and venue the beautiful Port Theatre. For information 
check out their website at www.tidesmen.com. The 
registration forms are posted there and you can do it all 
on line. All contestants must buy All Events registration 
($55). Early Bird deadline is March 1

st
. HQ Hotel is 

the Coast Bastion 1-800-716-6199 quote “Barbershop”. 
 

2013 District Convention in Boise, Idaho 
The Boise Chordsmen are hosting the District Contests 
and Convention October 18-19. Information is on-line at 
http://www.boisechordsmen.com/2013info.htm. All 
Events Registration is US$97 online, or US$107 by 
paper & mail; after September 30 it is US$127/$147. 
On-line/phone registration is through Brown Paper 
Tickets. HQ is the Grove Hotel and BBS discount rate 
for all hotels is only available through Global Travel 
SALLIL@globaltrav.com 1-208-387-1001, ext. 2215. 
 

2014 District Convention to be hosted by GoF  
Convention General Chairman Moe Jones advises that 
the bid by the GoF to host the 2014 Evergreen District 
Convention has been accepted by the District Board and 
the Society. It will be the weekend of September 26-28, 
2014 at the Chandos Pattison Auditorium in Surrey, and 
the HQ Hotel will be the Sheraton Guildford. More later. 
 

       
 

Food Bank Donation 
As part of the GoF Community involvement, at the 
Christmas Show, President Harry Gray presented a 
cheque for $1,000 to Jim Bindon (left) Director of 
Development for the Greater Vancouver Food Bank 
Society. They give food supplements to up to 9,000 
needy individuals each week in the lower mainland. 
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75
th

 Anniversary Tribute  
The January/February issue of the Harmonizer will be a 
tribute to the Barbershop Harmony Society’s 75th 
Anniversary. The GoF has purchased a ½ page ad seen 
below. We should see the hard copy by Easter. 
 

    
 

George CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge Carlin----ismsismsismsisms    
If white wine goes with fish, do grapes go with sushi? 

Groaners:Groaners:Groaners:Groaners:    
I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on 
words. 
CommeCommeCommeComment #nt #nt #nt #12121212    by Bill Gibbons 

“There is nothing wrong with being seen by the Chorus 
director while looking at your watch…try to avoid his 
seeing you shaking it.” 
 

Deadline for the next issue is February 5, 2013  
 

CALENDAR 
 

2013 
Jan 18-19 QCED Show, Seaside OR 
Feb 11 BC Family Day 
Feb 14 Valentines Day 

Feb 23 Awards & Installation Dinner  
March 29 Easter 
April 5-6  Division IV/Prelims, Eugene, OR 
April 12-13 Division I Convention Nanaimo 
April 18-20 SAI Regional, Surrey 
May 10 Show Dogwood Pavilion, Coquitlam 
June 11 GoF Annual General Meeting? 
June 21-23 HCNW, Tacoma, WA 
Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON 
Aug 30-Sept1 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 6-8 Retreat Squamish 
Oct 14 Thanksgiving 
Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 
Dec ? Christmas Show 

 

2014 
Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day 

April 4-5 Division I Convention Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
Oct 13  Thanksgiving 
 

Internationals 
2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2016 Nashville, Tennessee 
2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2018 Orlando, Florida 
2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Almost Realtime 
 

 
 

John Newell sings again with Tom & Mark at Christmas. 
 

HHHHHHHHHHHHaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppyyyyyyyyyyyy            NNNNNNNNNNNNeeeeeeeeeeeewwwwwwwwwwww            YYYYYYYYYYYYeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrr            
 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,  
   and never brought to mind? 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
   and auld lang syne? 

For auld lang syne, my jo, 
   for auld lang syne. 

We’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet, 
   for auld lang syne. 

 

Robert Burns: born January 25, 1759 
 


