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Pre-Christmas Singouts 

 
 

Coquitlam Lights Ceremony: November 25
th

  
 

Now this was a different kettle of fish entirely; risers set 
up in the Coquitlam Council Chamber and invited to 
sing two sets during the day long festivities. No preset 
"audience" per se, but any people not sitting were 
obviously standing outside the chamber itself, stopping 
to listen when we started our performance(s) and I 
believe were well entertained.  
 

This package was kept to the carol repertoire, again with 
quartets honing their Christmas Show songs (Ringers 
doing more "honing" than the others, "chuckle"). A very 
nice performance by a local children’s choir between 
ours (and they were lovely to listen to). Again, I thought 
we sang well, were well received and my feeling was 
that the chorus as a whole is really starting to "enjoy" 
themselves (again). - Paul Peachey 
 

St Catherine’s Anglican Church: November 4
th

  
 

A great 50/50 concert at St Catherine’s Anglican Church 
in North Vancouver was successful for the GOF (we 
netted $880.00 when all the dust settled) and very much 
enjoyed by the audience. In the 6 years that I’ve had the 
pleasure of singing in the GOF, we’ve had lots of 
standing ovations but this was the only time I ever 
remember singing an encore! Thanks guys - as a long-
time member of the congregation I, along with the 
audience, really appreciated the energy you put into the 
concert (as well as the income fersure, fersure). - Laurie 
Dye 
 

Eric Hamber High School:::    November 19
th

      
   

Antique Gold and the chorus sang for a group of 
students and music staff at Ezra Parker’s High School. 
Also on the program was a new quartet where Ezra sang 
bass with David Anderson, Bill Martin and George 
Gregory. [He’s still singing tenor for the Show. Ed.] 
 
Fleetwood Community Centre: November 24

th
  

 

This is, without a doubt, one of my favorite places to go 
for a "singout"; the performance is always well attended 
and I truly believe the audience knows us well enough 
that they enjoy the prospect of hearing us sing, 
thoroughly enjoy the performance itself (participating in 
it as well) and are more than happy by the end of it. Our 
performance seems to rise with the expectations of this 
audience and I think we always deliver a "better" 
performance here. 
 

Happy mixture of Carols and regular repertoire, quartet 
performances, audience sing-along (led ably by Charlie 
again)....standing ovation :) 
 

I love singing there and am already looking forward to 
going back next year!! - Paul Peachey 
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2012 Chapter Officers   
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Board Members-at-Large 
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scaribari@shaw.ca 
Shanti Ghose 604-873-4285 
sghose@shaw.ca  
Musical Director 
Charlie Metzger 604-581-1423 
cometzger@shaw.ca  
Assistant Director 
Byron Walton 778-689-9337 
bwalton@telus.net  
Sing Canada Harmony Chair 
David Mirhady   604-298-7404 
dmirhady@sfu.ca  
 

Working on Your Voice 

 
One of the most important things we 
offer to our chorus experience is our 
voice. So, of course, we work to 
keep it in good condition. Most of us 
have chucked out the cigarettes and 
moderated the booze - both very 
helpful. We drink enough water 
every day to keep the mucus on our 

vocal chords thin and viscous, and make a particular 
point of it on days when the chorus is rehearsing or 
performing. We also keep ourselves in good physical 
shape and that has the benefit of enabling our breathing. 
We vocalize every day! 
 
But have we got our minds straight about our voices? Do 
we understand that every voice can be a better voice if it 
is given a bit of help in the form of exercise and 
relaxation? Almost everyone of us can have a voice that 
is more beautiful and consistently beautiful if we give it 

some opportunities - and the only exceptions are those 
whose voice is already beautiful beyond compare! 
 
A good place to start is with the suggestions we receive 
almost every week about posture and relaxed vocal 
structures. The body position we gain after stretches in 
the warmup is worth maintaining and the relaxed 
musculature we gain is worth keeping oiled as we sing 
with constant rhythmic movement and expression - from 
face to feet and hands. 
 
That dropped jaw we cultivate with stretches and 
massage is one key to relaxed vocal structures. Our 
tongue lying relaxed with its tip sitting at the lower gum 
ridge is important, as is the sense of relaxed space 
between the back of our tongue and the soft palate 
above. Our larynx floats relaxedly between its extreme 
positions as we sing. 
 

”A	���� �!������ �� �� ��� ��!� � V��� ���� � ����      

#������	 ��� ���������	� #������	.”                         
 
And, of course, connected to all of this are the muscles 
of our neck, shoulders, chest and facial muscles, all close 
enough to the vocal structures to affect relaxation and 
freedom of movement. 
 
And how can we tell if it's all working? By listening and 
feeling in a synergistic way. Is the tone harsh or strident? 
Something is tight, so search for the interference. Is the 
tone sounding swallowed? A tight tongue! Is it trapped 
inside, thin and lacking resonance? A tight jaw? A 
jammed up larynx? (think "air- inks" with an initial "L") 
 
Of course getting a singing teacher's feedback is very 
useful, but it's our voice. It can only be freed by its 
owner! Try mimicking the vocal qualities of a voice you 
consider beautiful. I bet you can get closer to that beauty 
if you try! Experiment! Your voice can be better than it 
is! Love it and it will reward you! 
 
Vocally, Charlie 
 

    
        From young – to middle – to more middle 

  Who said we can’t move and perform at any age? 
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Obituary 

KONDOR, George Frank 
1934 – 2012 
 

George Kondor passed away on 
November 1, 2012 in his 79th year. 
Born in Magyarpolány, Hungary, 
George left in 1956 during the 
Hungarian Revolution, with his 

fellow students and professors from Sopron University. 
He graduated from the UBC Faculty of Forestry in 1959 
and moved to Prince George with Industrial Forestry 
Service and retired to Port Moody in 1997. George is 
survived by his wife of 47 years Georgette, son George 
(Kirsten), daughters Bernadette and Natalie (Brian), and 
three grandchildren. He loved music and was happiest 
when there was an opportunity to sing. He sang lead 
with the GoF for some years at the start of the decade 
competing in 2001 and 2002 in Surrey. 

Barbershopper of the Month 

October – Paul Peachey 
 

There are some members whose 
contributions to the chapter are up 
front and very evident. Paul Peachey 
however, is one of those who work 
in the background quietly doing his 
thing week after week. Charlie 
supplies the music content for the 
Chapter Program for each rehearsal 

posted on groupanizer. However, the organizing and 
selecting of the leaders for administrator, warm up, 
resolutions, etc is all done by Paul. 
 

November – Peter Lissett 
 

Peter Lissett has been our Christmas 
Show Chairman for a number of years 
now. It has been his responsibility to 
head the organization of venue, script, 
music, set and programme design, 
production, advertising sales, 
registration and ticket sales, etc. It is 
not an easy row to hoe with many 

disparate aspects vying for attention. It‘s no wonder that 
our long suffering Show Chairman has headed for the 
warmth of Oz for a break (and son’s wedding). 
 

When Insults Had ClassWhen Insults Had ClassWhen Insults Had ClassWhen Insults Had Class    
(Before English got boiled down to 4-letter words) 

““““A modest little person, with much to be modest A modest little person, with much to be modest A modest little person, with much to be modest A modest little person, with much to be modest 
about.”about.”about.”about.”  - Winston Churchill 

Happenings & Reminders 
Tucker Goodwin says Thank You 
Gentlemen, THANK YOU for your concerns and good 
wishes for my wife, Betty, during her heart surgery 
problems. She is home, healing slowly, the Doctors say 
she is "on track". At this time of writing (Nov 26), she 
may or may not get to our Xmas show, but thanks every 
one again, and she wishes good luck with the show. 
 

John Loucks Message 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL. [John is at home 
recovering from heart surgery. Ed.] 
 

Show Afterglow 
The Christmas Show Afterglow will be a potluck supper 
at Ray LaSota’s house 3398 Coulthard Place, Surrey. Go 
on line to the groupanizer calendar and register your 
attendance (or absence). “No Response” is not an 
acceptable option. Ray needs to know numbers. 
 

Support your local Charity (the GoF) 
As we come to the end of the (tax) year many are 
considering how to lower their income tax for 2012. One 
efficient way is to increase charitable donations. How 
about the GoF in addition to the many worthy causes 
you already support? Donations to the Chapter are tax 
deductible and will help with the 2013 forecast deficit. 
 

2012 Awards Nominations 
The call for nominations for the 2012 GoF Annual 
Awards will be in the January issue and also sent by 
email and posted on groupanizer. Start thinking about 
who you want to nominate for the GoF Hall of Fame, 
Barbershopper of the Year, Fellowship Award and 
Woman Barbershopper of the Year. 
 

2013 Division I Convention in Nanaimo 
The Division I Convention is being hosted by the 
Nanaimo Tidesmen Chorus on April 12-13, 2013. They 
are enthusiastic and putting together a great time for all, 
including partner tours. HQ Hotel is the Coast Bastion 
and venue the beautiful Port Theatre. For information 
check out their website at  www.tidesmen.com. The 
registration forms will be posted before January 1st. 
 

2014 District Convention to be hosted by GoF  
Convention General Chairman Moe Jones advises that 
the bid by the GoF to host the 2014 Evergreen District 
Convention has been accepted by the District Board and 
the Society. It will be the weekend of September 26-28, 
2014 at the Chandos Pattison Auditorium in Surrey, and 
the HQ Hotel will be the Sheraton Guildford. More later. 
 

George CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge CarlinGeorge Carlin----ismsismsismsisms    
Do jellyfish get gas from eating jellybeans? 
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Comment #Comment #Comment #Comment #83 83 83 83 by Bill Gibbons 

“There is a pessimist in your chapter who thinks the old 
days were better. You know who I mean. You also know 
the optimist who believes that things are getting better. 
Trust me on this one, they’re both wrong.” 
 

Deadline for the next issue is January 8, 2013  
 

CALENDAR 
 

2012 
Dec 9 Singout Lougheed Mall 
Dec 12 Singout Courtyard Gardens 
Dec 15 Christmas Show MJ Fox Theatre 
Dec 25  Dark Night 
 

2013 
Jan 1 Dark Night 
Jan 8-13 Midwinter International, Orlando 
Jan 12 GoF Planning Meeting 
Jan 18-19 QCED Show, Seaside OR 
Feb 11 BC Family Day 
Feb 14 Valentines Day 

March 2 Awards & Installation Dinner  
March 29 Easter 
April 5-6  Division IV/Prelims, Eugene, OR 
April 12-13 Division I Convention Nanaimo 
April 18-20 SAI Regional, Surrey 
May 10 Show Dogwood Pavilion, Coquitlam 
June 21-23 HCNW, Tacoma, WA 
Jun 30-Jul 7 International, Toronto, ON 
Aug 30-Sept1 Harmony Hollow 
Sept 6-8 Retreat Squamish 
Oct 14 Thanksgiving 
Oct 18-20 District Convention Boise, ID 
Dec 14 Christmas Show? 
 

2014 
Jan 28-Feb 1 Midwinter International, Long Beach 
Feb 10  BC Family Day 
Feb 14  Valentines Day 

April 4-5 Division I Convention Abbotsford 
April 18 Easter 
Jun 29-July 6 International Las Vegas, Nevada 
Aug 14-17 Pan Pacific BBS, Wellington NZ 
Sept 25-28 District Convention Surrey, BC 
 

Internationals 
2015 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2016 Nashville, Tennessee 
2017 Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2018 Orlando, Florida 
2019 Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
Dilbert’s Rules of Order 

#3: Tell me what you need, and I’ll tell you how to get 
along without it.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


